Corinth Elementary Music

Ms. Soukis
csoukis@ldisd.net

Fall 2025

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to Music at Corinth Elementary! This syllabus outlines what your child will
learn this semester and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law
(Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your
review. We are excited to partner with you for a great semester!

What Your Child Will Learn

This year, we’ll focus on building skills in the following areas, based on Texas state
standards (TEKS).

Foundations: Music Literacy: Students will describe and analyze musical sound.
Students will read, write, and reproduce music notation.

Creative Expression: Students will perform a varied repertoire of developmentally
appropriate music in informal or formal settings. Students will create and explore new
musical ideas within specified guidelines.

Critical Evaluation and Response: Students will listen to, respond to, and evaluate
music and musical performances.

Historical and Cultural Relevance: Students will examine music in relation to history
and cultures.

See below for more information on performances and classroom expectations. Please
reach out to me via email or ParentSquare if you have any questions! | am looking
forward to a wonderful year of music with your students!

Sincerely,
Ms. Soukis
Music Teacher



Music Programs

All students in grades K-5 will present one music program per year at 6:00 PM,
followed by an open house. Students will rehearse for their performances during regular
music class time, and attendance at the evening program is strongly encouraged. While
we understand that families have busy schedules and other commitments, please
remember—your child only gets one grade-level music program each year. When
students know their families will be there to watch them, their effort and enthusiasm in
class improve significantly.

Students will receive a grade for their final performance at the concert. If a student
cannot attend the evening event, their grade will be based on in-class participation and
preparation.

Please support your child by showing excitement for their performance. We look forward
to seeing you there and celebrating their hard work!

Program Dates (Subject to Change):

Fall Semester 2025 Spring Semester 2026
5th Grade: Thursday, October 23rd 1st Grade: Tuesday, February 10th
4th Grade: Tuesday, November 18th 2nd Grade: Thursday, March 5th
3rd Grade: Thursday, December 11th Kinder: Tuesday, March 31st

Veteran’s Day: Tuesday, November 11th @ 8:30 AM

We will have each grade (K-5th) perform one song at our Veterans Day performance.
All families are welcome to attend. Please invite any veterans in your life to join us and
be recognized. More information will be sent out through ParentSquare.



Grades

Students will receive grades in Fine Arts (art and music) based on their mastery of skills and
content of the course. A rubric for music is listed below:

TEK: Creative Expression

Rating

E (Excellent)

S (Satisfactory)

N (Needs

Improvement)

U (Unsatisfactory)

Description

Confidently performs music with accuracy, steady beat, and expression
in class and/or programs. Actively creates and explores new musical
ideas through singing, movement, or instruments.

Performs music with some accuracy and participates in class or
performances. Shows some effort in creating or exploring musical ideas
with occasional support.

Rarely participates in performances or musical activities. Shows
minimal effort in creating or exploring new musical ideas, even with
support.

Refuses to participate or disrupts music activities. Does not engage in
performance or creative tasks, even with support and guidance.

TEKS: Foundations: Music Literacy

Rating

E (Excellent)

S (Satisfactory)

Description

Demonstrates a strong understanding of musical elements (e.g.,
rhythm, pitch, dynamics). Accurately reads, writes, and reproduces
basic music notation independently and can explain their musical
choices.

Shows general understanding of musical elements. Can read, write, or
reproduce basic music notation with some accuracy and occasional
support. May need help analyzing or explaining music.



N (Needs
Improvement)

U (Unsatisfactory)

Shows limited understanding of musical elements. Struggles to read,
write, or reproduce music notation without significant support. Has
difficulty describing or analyzing music.

Does not demonstrate understanding of basic musical concepts. Unable
to read, write, or reproduce music notation, even with assistance.
Cannot describe or analyze musical sound.

TEKS: Critical Evaluation and Response

Rating

E (Excellent)

S (Satisfactory)

N (Needs
Improvement)

U
(Unsatisfactory)

Description

Demonstrates strong listening skills. Consistently shows appropriate
audience behavior, accurately identifies rhythm, pitch, dynamics, tempo,
and patterns using correct terminology. Responds thoughtfully to music
through movement or verbal explanation.

Shows general understanding of musical elements. Practices
appropriate audience behavior with occasional reminders. Recognizes
basic rhythmic and melodic elements and responds to music with
guidance.

Inconsistent audience behavior and limited recognition of musical
elements. Has difficulty describing or responding to music independently.

Does not demonstrate appropriate audience behavior or understanding
of musical concepts. Unable to respond to or evaluate music, even with
support.

TEKS: Historical and Cultural Relevance

Rating

E (Excellent)

Description

Demonstrates clear understanding of music’s role in culture and history.
Accurately identifies and sings/play songs from a variety of traditions
(e.g., patriotic, folk, seasonal). Can explain connections between music,
history, and other subjects (e.g., geography, art, literature).



S (Satisfactory) Shows general understanding of musical traditions. Participates in
singing/playing songs and recognizes music from different cultures and
time periods. Can make basic connections between music and other

subjects with support.

N (Needs Limited understanding of how music connects to history or culture.

Improvement) Struggles to identify or perform music from varied traditions. Makes few
interdisciplinary connections without guidance.

U Does not demonstrate understanding of music’s historical or cultural

(Unsatisfactory) relevance. Unable to identify, sing, or connect music to broader topics,

even with support.

Daily Schedule

Students will come to music on a 5-day rotation. Please reach out to your students’

homeroom teacher to see what day they will come to music.

Time Class
7:30-8:00 AM Spotlight Squad
8:00-8:45 AM Conference Time
8:50-9:35 AM Pre-K 3/4
9:50-10:35 AM 1st Grade
10:45- 11:30 AM 2nd Grade
11:35-12:05 Lunch
12:05-12:50 3rd Grade
12:55-1:40 Kinder
1:45-2:30 5th Grade
2:35-3:20 4th Grade




Classroom Expectations and PBIS (Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports)

Music Class Expectations:

-Be respectful

-Be responsible

-Be ready to learn

-Be safe

-Tile and red lines are off limits without permission (instrument areas)

Positive Interventions:

-Points: Students can earn digital PBIS points in music for outstanding behavior. In their
homeroom class, students can use points earned in music to purchase from their class
store, treasure box, etc.

Music Class Consequences:

1st Incident: Verbal Warning
2nd Incident: Logical consequence
3rd Incident: Minor referral and contact home

Logical Consequences

If Then

| break it... ...l fix it (includes things and feelings)
| misuse it... ...l lose it (temporary loss of privilege)
| don’t use self-control... ...| take a break

More about PBIS...

PBIS is a decision-making framework
PBIS Goal: to enhance the capacity of schools to educate
ALL students
4 Elements of PBIS:
o  Outcomes
o Systems



o Data

o  Practice
Create a school culture of:
Predictability
Positivity

o  Safety

o  Consistency
3-tiered model

o O

ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION BEHAVIORAL INSTRUCTION

Tertiary Interventions Tertiary Interventions

( for individual students ) 1-5% 1-5% ( for individual students )

* Assessment-based _ + Assessment-based

* High Intensity * Intense, durable procedures

{ for some students ) { for some students : at risk )
* High Efficiency * High Efficiency
* Rapid Response * Rapid Response

Universal Interventions 80-90%
(forall students )
* Preventive, Proactive

Universal Interventions
( for all students )

= All settings

*« Preventive, Proactive

80-20% '

Adapted from: pbis.org/school/mtss

Leader In Me

At Corinth Elementary, we focus on the 7 Habits of Happy Kids.



Unit Overview

Designed to be flexible, the Leader in Me Curriculum empowers educators to structure learning based
on students’ needs and desired outcomes. Our approach offers five units within each level, each
packed with engaging content and totaling 35 weeks of leadership learning.

We invite you to choose the units and modules that align with your goals and order them based on your preferences.
If you're looking for a recommended route, engage with the units and modules in this recommended sequence.

7 Habits® Introduction:

Kick off dedicated leadership time with lessons
designed to launch the 7 Habits and Core Paradigms
of Leader in Me.

Learning and Leadership:

Nurture self-awareness and build critical thinking
skills with lessons designed to explicitly teach
student-led learning strategies.

Learning to Lead Self:

Explore Private Victory® competencies like
responsibility and vision, as well as goal achievement,
through The 4 Disciplines of Execution®.

Learning to Lead Others:

Support interpersonal effectiveness with a focus on
Public Victory® competencies like communication,
empathy, and relationship building.

Whole-Person Leadership:

Tap into Habit 7. Sharpen the Saw® and The 8"
Habit: Find Your Voice and Inspire Others to Find
Theirs® to promote whole-person wellness and a
culture of contribution.

AND REMEWSER TO TAKE
‘GARE OF YOURSELF

Habit 7

THEN PLAY WELL
WITH OTHERS.

Habit 6

Habit s

Habit 4

START WiTH YOU

Habit 3

Habit 2

Habit 1 n
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