Your Employee Rights

What is FMLA leave?

The Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) is a federal law that provides
eligible employees with job-protected leave for qualifying family and
medical reasons. The U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division
(WHD) enforces the FMLA for most employees.

Eligible employees can take up to 12 workweeks of FMLA leave
in a 12-month period for:

e The birth, adoption or foster placement of a child with you,

e Your serious mental or physical health condition that makes you
unable to work,

e To care for your spouse, child or parent with a serious mental or
physical health condition, and

e Certain qualifying reasons related to the foreign deployment of your
spouse, child or parent who is a military servicemember.

An eligible employee who is the spouse, child, parent or next of kin of a
covered servicemember with a serious injury or illness may take up to
26 workweeks of FMLA leave in a single 12-month period to care for the
servicemember.

You have the right to use FMLA leave in one block of time. When it is
medically necessary or otherwise permitted, you may take FMLA leave
intermittently in separate blocks of time, or on a reduced schedule by
working less hours each day or week. Read Fact Sheet #28M(c) for more
information.

FMLA leave is not paid leave, but you may choose, or be required by your
employer, to use any employer-provided paid leave if your employer’s
paid leave policy covers the reason for which you need FMLA leave.

Am | eligible to take
FMLA leave?

You are an eligible employee if all of the following apply:

¢ You work for a covered employer,
¢ You have worked for your employer at least 12 months,

¢ You have at least 1,250 hours of service for your employer during
the 12 months before your leave, and

¢ Your employer has at least 50 employees within 75 miles
of your work location.

Airline flight crew employees have different “hours of service”
requirements.

You work for a covered employer if one of the following applies:

* You work for a private employer that had at least 50 employees during
at least 20 workweeks in the current or previous calendar year,

¢ You work for an elementary or public or private secondary school, or

¢ You work for a public agency, such as a local, state or federal
government agency. Most federal employees are covered by Title Il
of the FMLA, administered by the Office of Personnel Management.

How do | request
FMLA leave?

Generally, to request FMLA leave you must:
e Follow your employer’s normal policies for requesting leave,
¢ Give notice at least 30 days before your need for FMLA leave, or
¢ |f advance notice is not possible, give notice as soon as possible.

Under the Family and
Medical Leave Act

You do not have to share a medical diagnosis but must provide enough
information to your employer so they can determine whether the leave
qualifies for FMLA protection. You must also inform your employer if
FMLA leave was previously taken or approved for the same reason
when requesting additional leave.

Your employer may request certification from a health care provider
to verify medical leave and may request certification of a qualifying
exigency.

The FMLA does not affect any federal or state law prohibiting
discrimination or supersede any state or local law or collective bargaining
agreement that provides greater family or medical leave rights.

State employees may be subject to certain limitations in pursuit of direct
lawsuits regarding leave for their own serious health conditions. Most
federal and certain congressional employees are also covered by the
law but are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management or Congress.

What does my
employer need to do?

If you are eligible for FMLA leave, your employer must:

¢ Allow you to take job-protected time off work for a qualifying reason,

e Continue your group health plan coverage while you are on leave on
the same basis as if you had not taken leave, and

¢ Allow you to return to the same job, or a virtually identical job with
the same pay, benefits and other working conditions, including shift
and location, at the end of your leave.

Your employer cannot interfere with your FMLA rights or threaten or
punish you for exercising your rights under the law. For example, your
employer cannot retaliate against you for requesting FMLA leave or
cooperating with a WHD investigation.

After becoming aware that your need for leave is for a reason that may
qualify under the FMLA, your employer must confirm whether you are
eligible or not eligible for FMLA leave. If your employer determines that
you are eligible, your employer must notify you in writing:

e About your FMLA rights and responsibilities, and

e How much of your requested leave, if any, will be FMLA-protected
leave.

Where can | find more
information?

Call 1-866-487-9243 or visit dol.gov/fmla to learn more.

If you believe your rights under the FMLA have been violated, you may
file a complaint with WHD or file a private lawsuit against your employer
in court. Scan the QR code to learn about our WHD complaint process.
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EMPLOYEE RIGHTS

EMPLOYEE POLYGRAPH PROTECTION ACT

The Employee Polygraph Protection Act
prohibits most private employers from using

lie detector tests either for pre-employment
screening or during the course of employment.

PROHIBITIONS

EXEMPTIONS

EXAMINEE
RIGHTS

ENFORCEMENT

Employers are generally prohibited from requiring or requesting

any employee or job applicant to take a lie detector test, and from
discharging, disciplining, or discriminating against an employee or
prospective employee for refusing to take a test or for exercising other
rights under the Act.

Federal, State and local governments are not affected by the law. Also,
the law does not apply to tests given by the Federal Government to
certain private individuals engaged in national security-related activities.

The Act permits polygraph (a kind of lie detector) tests to be administered
in the private sector, subject to restrictions, to certain prospective
employees of security service firms (armored car, alarm, and guard), and
of pharmaceutical manufacturers, distributors and dispensers.

The Act also permits polygraph testing, subject to restrictions, of certain
employees of private firms who are reasonably suspected of involvement
in a workplace incident (theft, embezzlement, etc.) that resulted in
economic loss to the employer.

The law does not preempt any provision of any State or local law or any
collective bargaining agreement which is more restrictive with respect to
lie detector tests.

Where polygraph tests are permitted, they are subject to numerous strict
standards concerning the conduct and length of the test. Examinees
have a number of specific rights, including the right to a written notice
before testing, the right to refuse or discontinue a test, and the right not
to have test results disclosed to unauthorized persons.

The Secretary of Labor may bring court actions to restrain violations and
assess civil penalties against violators. Employees or job applicants may
also bring their own court actions.

THE LAW REQUIRES EMPLOYERS TO DISPLAY THIS POSTER
WHERE EMPLOYEES AND JOB APPLICANTS CAN READILY SEE IT.
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EMPLOYEE RIGHTS

UNDER THE FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT
FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE

§7 25

BEGINNING JULY 24, 2009

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

OVERTIME PAY At least 172 times the regular rate of pay for all hours worked over 40 in a workweek.

Law enforcement and fire protection personnel: You may be paid overtime on the basis of
a “work period” of between 7 and 28 consecutive days in length, rather than on a 40-hour
workweek basis.

COMPENSATORY Employees may receive compensatory time off instead of cash overtime pay, at a rate of not
TIME less than 12 hours for each overtime hour worked, where provided pursuant to an agreement or
understanding that meets the requirements of the Act.

EXEMPTIONS The Act does not apply to persons who are not subject to the civil service laws of State or local
governments and who are: elected public officials, certain immediate advisors to such officials,
certain individuals appointed or selected by such officials to serve in various capacities, or
employees of legislative branches of State and local governments. Employees of legislative
libraries do not come within this exclusion and are thus covered by the Act.

Certain types of workers are exempt from the minimum wage and overtime pay provisions,
including bona fide executive, administrative, and professional employees who meet regulatory
requirements.

Any law enforcement or fire protection employee who in any workweek is employed by a public
agency employing less than 5 employees in law enforcement or fire protection activities is
exempt from the overtime pay provisions.

YOUTH 16 years old is the minimum age for most occupations. An 18-year old minimum applies to
hazardous occupations. Minors 14 and 15 years old may work outside school hours under
EMPLOYMENT certain conditions. For more information, visit the YouthRules! website at www.youthrules.gov

ENFORCEMENT The Department has authority to recover back wages and an equal amount in liquidated
damages in instances of minimum wage, overtime, and other violations. The Department may
litigate and/or recommend criminal prosecution. Employers may be assessed civil money
penalties for each willful or repeated violation of the minimum wage or overtime pay provisions
of the law. Civil money penalties may also be assessed for violations of the FLSA’s child labor
provisions. Heightened civil money penalties may be assessed for each child labor violation
that results in the death or serious injury of any minor employee, and such assessments may
be doubled when the violations are determined to be willful or repeated. The law also prohibits
retaliating against or discharging workers who file a complaint or participate in any proceeding
under the FLSA.

ADDITIONAL e Some state laws provide greater employee protections; employers must comply with both.

INFORMATION e Employees under 20 years of age may be paid a youth minimum wage of not less than $4.25
an hour during their first 90 consecutive calendar days after initial employment by an employer.

e Employers are required to display this poster where employees can readily see it.

The law requires employers to display this poster where employees can readily see it.
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