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CONSTITUTION 

BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY 

 

Article 1 – Purpose & Membership 

 

Section 1) The name of this association is “The Bellingham High School 

Associated Student Body” hereafter referred to as the BHS ASB. 

Section 2)  The purpose of this association is to represent all students and  

to promote all student activities in which its members participate. 

Section 3)  All students registered at Bellingham High School who have 

purchased an ASB card are members of the Bellingham high 

school ASB and as such are entitled to the rights and privileges 

of the same.  These rights and privileges include but are not 

limited to: 

 

 Voting in ASB & Class Elections 

 Running for ASB or Class Office 

 Holding membership in a Club 

 Participating in school activities under the guidelines of 

said activities 

 

Article 2 – Governance 

 

Section 1) The Governance of this constitution shall be within a structure 

consisting of an Executive Committee composed of Student Body 

Officers, the Senate and a House of Representatives. 

 

Article 3 – Associate Student Body Officers: Will be referred to as ASB 

Officers  

 

 

Section 1) Candidates for these offices may only run for one office in the 

ASB election. 

Section 2) If offered, all officers will be expected to participate in 

Leadership Class with the option of such participation being for 

credit or non-credit. 

Section 3)    The officers of the ASB are the President, Vice-President, 

Secretary/Treasurer, Inter-Class Coordinator, Activities 

Coordinator & Communications Director. 

   

Clause 1) The ASB President shall preside over the ASB 

Officers & Senate.  They shall act as the spokesperson for 

the students of Bellingham High School. 

 

Clause 2)   The ASB Vice-President shall preside over the 

House of Representatives.  They shall take the place of the 

President in his/her absence. 

 

Clause 3)   The Secretary/Treasurer shall approve all 

the bills as ordered upon presentation of a requisition 

properly signed and approved.  They shall also maintain a 

record of ASB activities & meetings. 
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Clause 4) the Inter-Class Coordinator shall act as the 

liaison between Bellingham High School class officers 

and executives. 

 

Clause 5)  The Activities Coordinator shall act as a 

resource and the ASB Officer’s Representative to the 

Senate and House of Representatives for any activities 

that are planned.  They will act as a resource for and a 

liaison between all ASB, Executive, Senate, House of 

Representatives, athletic teams & club activities. 

 

Clause 6) The Communications Director will be 

responsible for implementing strategies and practices that 

will promote communication and access to information for 

the ASB of Bellingham High School.  They are responsible 

for the management of all social media platforms and 

morning announcements in order to inform the student 

body of ASB, Athletic & Club events. They will also 

represent the ASB executive at all house of representative 

meetings.  They will have no voting rights in those meetings.  

They will act as a resource to help coordinate and 

publicize house of representative activities. 

 

Clause 7) Job descriptions for each of the Student Body 

Officers will be developed and reviewed on an annual 

basis. 

 

Section 4) No members of the ASB may hold more than one of the positions 

listed in Section 1 at the same time during a single year. 

 

Section 5) Candidates for these offices shall be students in good standing, 

which is defined as accumulative GPA 2.5 or above, adherence to 

the Bellingham School District Activities Code and must be 

enrolled in at least 7 out of 8 classes at BHS with the 

remainder, a class not offered at BHS but at another BSD high 

school (OHS, SQHS, SHS) 

 

Section 6) Candidates for President must currently hold junior status in 

order to run for that office. 

 

Section 7)  Each of these student body officers shall be elected as per the 

process described in Article 5 of this Constitution. 

 

Section 8) The President shall preside over all ASB Officer Meetings. 

 

Section 9) The Vice-President shall preside in the absence of the President. 

 

Section 10) A Faculty Advisor or Administrator will be present at all ASB 

Officer meetings. 

 

Section 11) The responsibilities of the ASB Officer shall include:  

 

 

 Supporting of the Collective Commitments of the BHS  

Leadership Team 
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 Representing the ASB to School Faculty, 

Administration & Community. 

 Overseeing all ASB & Class elections 

 Scheduling meetings of the Senate & House of 

representatives 

 Supporting the activities of the Senate & House of 

Representatives 

 Prepare an annual ASB Budget for presentation to the 

Senate 

 

Article 4 – Senate 

 

Section 1) The Senate shall consist of 5 Representatives from each of the 

classes. 

 

Section 2) Candidates for these offices shall be students in good standing, 

which is defined as cumulative GPA 2.5 or above, adherence to the 

Bellingham School District Activities Code. 

 

Section 3) Each of these student body officers shall be elected as per the 

process described in Article 5 of this Constitution. 

 

Section 4) A member of the Senate is dropped from the Senate if: 

 

 The Officer is absent from two Senate meetings without 

excuse 

 The Officer’s grade point average drops below 2.5 for any 

semester during their term in office 

 The Officer violates the Bellingham School District 

activities code 

 The officer ceases to be a member of the Student Body 

 

Section 5) The responsibilities of the Senate shall include: 

 

 Supporting the Collective Commitments of the BHS 

Leadership Team 

 Implementing and approving new and/or different school  

Activities 

 Establishing committees as necessary to implement said 

Activities 

 Represent the ASB to School Faculty, Administration & 

Community 

 Approval of the annual ASB Budget 

 Meeting on a monthly basis 

 

Section 6)  The President shall preside over the Senate meetings 

 

Section 7) All meetings shall be run under modified Roberts Rules of Order 

and any House Rules that may be established by the Senate itself. 

 

Section 8) The Secretary/Treasurer will keep the minutes for all Senate 

meetings. 
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Section 9) The Secretary / Treasurer will preside over the Senate in the 

absence of the President & Vice President.  In such an event,  

 Another senate member will be assigned to take minutes of the 

meeting. 

 

Section 10) A Faculty Advisor or Administrator will be present at all senate 

meetings. 

 

Section 11) The first Senate meeting of the new term will be presided over by 

the outgoing Executive Committee. 

 

 

Article 5 – Election of Student Body Officers 

 

 

Section 1)  Candidates may run for only one office in the general ASB 

election. 

 

Section 2)  All student body officers & Senators shall be elected by the 

student body as a whole in a winter election. 

 

Section 3)  The actual election timeline shall be determined by the Executive 

Committee. 

 

Section 4)  The election process may include an election assembly in which 

each student body officer candidate shall be allowed to 

address the student body.  An alternative forum will be 

established for the purpose of allowing Senate candidates to 

express their priorities. 

 

Section 5)  The Executive Committee shall determine the agenda of the 

election assembly and alternative form with approval from the 

faculty Activities Director. 

 

Section 6)  If there are more than two candidates for a single student body 

officer position, a primary election shall be held within the week 

of the election assembly.  The two candidates for each office 

receiving the highest number of votes shall run in the final 

election. 

 

Section 7)  A final election shall be held the day after the election assembly 

or the day after the primary election, if a primary election is 

needed. 

 

Section 8)  The five candidates from each class who receive the highest 

number of votes will be the Senators from that class. 

 

Section 9)  In case of a tie for the last position of a Class Senator, a run-off 

for that one position will be held the day following the general 

election.  Only students from that class will vote in said run- 

off. 

 

Section 10) If the sum of the votes received by the non-leading candidates 

does not equal the total received by the leading candidate, then 

no run-off election will be held.  The leading vote getter will be 

declared the winner. 



Bellingham High School ASB Constitution Page 5 
 

 

Article 6 – House of Representatives 

 

Section 1)  The House of Representatives will be comprised of student body 

members selected through a petition process as well as 

representatives from all ASB Clubs & Athletic Teams. 

 

Section 2)  The House of Representatives will act as a forum for distribution 

of information about school wide activities as presented by the 

ASB Activities Coordinator, ASB Communications Director, Club 

& Athletic Representatives. 

 

Section 3)  Each member of the ASB will act as a forum for distribution of 

information about school wide activities as presented by the ASB 

Activities Coordinator, ASB Communications Director, Club & 

Athletic Representatives. 

 

Section 4)  The timeline and implementation of the petition process will be 

determined by the Executive Committee but shall take place within 

20 school days of the completion of the general student body 

election. 

 

Section 5) The Vice President shall preside over all House of 

Representatives meetings.  He / She shall be a non-voting, non-

partisan member except in the case of a tie vote, when He / She 

shall cast the deciding vote. 

 

Section 6)   All clubs recognized by the ASB and all Athletic Teams will be 

allowed to select one individual to be a member of the House of 

Representatives.  One of the responsibilities of these members 

will be to share information and activities that are being done by 

their clubs and teams. 

 

Section 7    All meetings shall be run under modified Roberts Rules of Order 

and any house rules that may be established by the house itself. 

 

Section 8) The ASB Communication Director will represent the ASB Executive 

Committee at all House of Representative meetings.  They have no 

voting rights in the House of Representatives.  

 

Section 9)  The Communications Director will act as a resource to help 

coordinate and publicize House of Representative activities 

including ASB, Athletic and Club events. 

 

Section 10) A Faculty Advisor or Administrator will be present at all House 

of Representative meetings. 

 

Section 11) The ASB Coordinator will act as a liaison between the House of 

Representatives and the ASB Executive Committee. 

 

Section 12) The ASB Activities Coordinator will represent the ASB Executive 

Committee at all House of Representative meetings.  They will 

have no voting rights in the House of Representatives. 
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Section 13) A member of the Senate, other than the ASB Vice President, shall 

be present at each meeting of the House of Representatives to 

read, explain and discuss the Senate minutes. 

 

Section 14) The responsibilities of the House of Representatives shall 

include: 

 

 Supporting the Collective Commitments of the BHS 

Leadership Team 

 Approval of all proposed Club Constitutions before the 

proposed club can be affiliated with the ASB 

 Implementing new and difference school activities 

 Establishing committees as necessary to implement said 

activities 

 Promoting communication and involvement of the student 

body 

 Coordinating and implementing specific annual activities such 

as the blood drives, food drives & homecoming. 

 

Section 15) A member of the House is dropped from the House if: 

 

 The Representative is absent from two House of 

Representative meetings without being excused 

 The Representative violates the Bellingham School District 

Activities Code 

 The Representative ceases to be a Member of the Student Body 

 

Section 16) If a matter is brought to the Senate or the House, if deemed     

necessary by the Executive Committee, a Committee shall be 

appointed to discuss and arrive at a conclusion about the matter.  

This committee shall consist of four members of the House of 

Representatives and two members of the Senate.  The committee 

will give its recommendations to the two groups, first to the 

body that first brought the issue up.  If both groups are in 

accords, the matter is to decide.  It shall take a 2/3 vote of the 

House of Representatives to override a decision of the Senate. 

 

Article 7 – Terms of Office / Filling of Vacancies – ASB Officers 

 

Section 1)  The term of office for student body officers, Senators &  

Representatives shall begin two weeks after the final election 

and shall continue until they are replaced at the next general 

student body election.  All committees that are in place at the 

time of the election will continue until their task (s) is 

completed. 

 

Section 2)  A student body officer, Senator or Representative found  

negligent in the performance of his / her duties may be recalled  

by a petition signed by at least 20% of the student body.  Any 

officer, Senator or Representative removed through this 

process may stand for re-election. 

 

Section 3)  If a student body officer is removed or is unable to complete their  

Term of office, the Senate shall call for a special election if 

more than 60 calendar days remain in the term of the office.  If 
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less than 60 calendar days remains in the term of office, the 

Senate shall elect a replacement from within its ranks. 

 

 

Section 4)  If a Senator is removed or is unable to complete their task of 

office, the Senate shall call for a special election if more than 

60 days remain in the term of office.  If less than 60 calendar 

days remains in the term of office, the Senate shall appoint a 

replacement from interested individuals from the respective 

class. 

 

Section 5)  If a member of the House of Representatives is removed or unable  

to complete their term of office, that position will remain vacant 

until the next general student body election.  

 

Article 8 – Class Officers 

 

Section 1) Each class will be represented by a President, Vice-President, 

Communications Director & Secretary / Treasurer.   

 

Clause 1) The Class President shall preside over class meetings, be the 

primary spokesperson for the students in their respective class and 

ensure that all ideas are communicated to the ASB Officers.   

 

Clause 2) The Class Vice-President shall take the place of any class 

officer upon their absence and aid the communications director in the 

distribution of information if necessary, via social media or otherwise.   

 

Clause 3) The Class Secretary / Treasurer shall maintain a record of 

class officer meetings, class activities and purposed ideas to be 

communicated to the ASB Officers. They shall work with their 

respective class advisors to prepare a class budget to be included in 

the ASB budget.   

 

Clause 4) The Class Communications Director shall be responsible for 

Implementing strategies and practices that will promote 

communication and access to information for their respective class. 

They are responsible for the management of all social media platforms 

belonging to their respective class with the occasional aid of the Vice-

President or other officers.  

 

Clause 5) Together as a class leadership team the above positions will 

act as spokespeople for their respective class.   

 

 

Section 2)  All Sophomore, Junior & Senior Class Officers shall be elected  

by their respective classes, as a whole, in an election to be held 

no later than May 15th of every year. 

 

Section 3)  Freshman Class Officers will be elected in a fall election to take  

             place within the first 40 school days of each year. 

 

Section 4) The actual election timelines shall be determined by the ASB                                                                                               

Officers 

Section 5) The election process shall include an election assembly in which  
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each candidate shall be allowed to address their class.  An 

alternative form may be utilized with approval of the Faculty 

Activities Director. 

 

Section 6) The ASB Officers shall determine the agenda of the  

election assembly or alternative forum with approval from the 

Faculty Activities Director. 

 

Section 7)  If there are more than two candidates for a single Class Officer  

position, a primary election shall be held the day after the 

election assembly or alternative.  The two candidates for each 

office receiving the highest number of votes shall run in the 

final election. 

 

Section 8)  If the sum of the votes received by the non-leading candidates 

does not equal the total received by the leading candidate, then 

no run-off election will be held.  The leading vote getter will be 

declared the winner. 

 

 

Section 9)  A final election shall be held the day after the election assembly  

or the day after the primary election, if a primary election is 

needed. 

 

Section 10) Class members will have one vote for President, one for Vice                    

President, One for Secretary/Treasurer and one for Communications 

Director.  

 

Section 11) Responsibilities of Class Officers shall include: 

 

 Supporting the collective commitments of the BHS 

leadership team 

 Representing their respective class to school Faculty, 

Administration & Community. 

 Scheduling class meetings when appropriate 

 Supporting the activities of the Senate & House of 

Representatives 

 Preparing an annual class budget for presentation to 

the ASB Officers 

 Implementing and approving new and / or different 

class activities 

 Establishing committees as necessary to implement said 

activities 

 Communicating important information regarding school          

or class events and activities via social media and in 

person methods 

 

 

Section 12) The Class Officers shall meet on a monthly basis with the Inter-

Class Coordinator.  Dates of these meetings shall be decided on by the ASB 

Officers. 

 

Article 9 – Terms of Office / Filling of Vacancies – Class Officers 

 

Section 1)  The terms of Sophomore, Junior & Senior Class Officers will be 
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from the beginning of the school year until the end of the 

school year. 

 

Section 2)  Freshman Class Officers will serve from their election until the 

  end of the school year. 

 

Section 3)  A Class Officer found negligent in the performance of his / her 

duties may be recalled by a petition signed by at least 40% of the 

class they represent.  Any Class Officer removed through this 

process may stand for re-election. 

 

Section 4)  If a Class Officer is removed or is unable to complete their term  

of office, the Senate shall call for a special election if more 

than 60 calendar days remain in the term of office.  If less than 

60 calendar days remain in the term of office, the remaining 

Class Officers shall appoint a replacement from interested 

individuals from the respective class. 

 

Article 10 – Amendments & By-Laws 

 

Section 1) Amendments to this Constitution must be presented to the Senate  

signed by one-tenth of the ASB.  The amendments shall then be 

posted in the school for at least one week then submitted to the 

ASB for a vote.  A majority of those voting shall be necessary to 

amend. 

 

Section 2)  By-laws can be changed by a two-thirds vote of both the Senate           

and the House of Representatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revised & approved 06-10-2020 

  


