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Location: Bellingham Public Schools District Office
1985 Barkley Blvd.
Bellingham, WA 98226

Time: 4-5p.m.

Committee Co-Chairs: Jessica Sankey, chief operations officer and
Gretchen Pflueger, special projects manager

Members present: Margaret Gude, Amanda Ingram, Minh Nguyen, Josh Cloud, Mark
Peterson, Cindy Dennis, Ben Fackler-Adams, Andrea Reiter, Mike Copland, Zach Wopat,
Emily Larson Kubiak, Kim Lund, CJ Huxford, Corey Ayers, Grace Wang,

Special Guests: Denver Vanderyacht (Vanderyacht Propane), Garrett Knoll (Sehome
science teacher), Grace Deluca, Elliot Dorn, Max Hunter, and Chevelle Kalawa (Sehome
students)

Welcome & Reconnect

Jessica welcomed the group and acknowledged that we have a lot of content to get through
as well as a few special guests that we will engage with in the second half of the meeting.

Gretchen talked about the format of our meetings — it will follow the outline of the Climate
Action Plan (CAP), highlighting specific tactical goals, indicators, measures, and strategies
with concrete examples.

Habits & Culture Update

Tactical Goal #2: BPS will develop an ongoing/annual communications strategy for
encouraging and celebrating behavior change in BPS.

Strategy: Measure where and quantity of communication “touch points” to stakeholders in
BPS publications and on social media.




e BPS sent outits first sustainability update in fall 2024. It was sent to families, staff
and the community via ParentSquare and posted to the district website.

e BPS posted a fall sustainability update on social media.

e The Bellingham Herald published an article on Dec. 16, 2024 regarding BPS
sustainability progress.

Tactical Goal #2: BPS will develop an ongoing/annual communications strategy for
encouraging and celebrating behavior change in BPS.
Strategy: Highlight and celebrate positive action.

e During challenging budget times, the case for sustainability is more evident -
improving facilities reduces energy costs and maintenance expenses, freeing up
funds for our educational priority and main mission: Teaching & Learning

e Facility modifications and improvements are the biggest lever for change and
impact within our system, because they:

- Lower operating and maintenance costs
- Provide access to better data and controls
- Improve the educational environment

Facilities & Operations Update

Tactical Goal #2: By 2025, BPS will use a mechanism to guide decision making related to
energy use in new and existing facilities.
Strategy: Assess air quality by site and district.
e We currently have two grant opportunities that allow us to assess our air quality in
each of our 28 facilities, including the HVAC systems as well as outdoor and indoor
air.

Transportation Update

We collected and shared out baseline transportation data at an earlier meeting. Today our
team shared additional updates regarding our transportation department.

Tactical Goal #2: By 2025, BPS will use a mechanism to guide decision making related to
energy use in new and existing facilities.
Strategy: Perform cost/benefits and opportunity costs analyses.

e We received a Washington State Department of Ecology grant to conduct an
environmental and planning assessment at the bus garage. The funds went toward
the focused environmental assessment, a clean-up options report, redevelopment
planning and community outreach. This study was an assurance to neighbors.



https://bellinghamschools.org/news/sustainability-update-fall-2024/
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article296824354.html
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article296824354.html
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Meeting-1-Notes-11-14-23.pdf

Special Guest Denver Vanderyacht joined us to discuss propane buses.
Vanderyacht Propane supplies other school districts, including Snohomish, whose
fleet is almost exclusively propane. He discussed facts and debunked myths about
propane and propane buses.

Questions from the audience and answers from the Denver Vanderyacht:

1.

What’s the fuel efficiency of propane?
a. Similar to gasoline, better than diesel.

2. What’s the current refueling tank size?

a. We do not have a refueling tank yet, but we are planning for a tank that could
service 10-20 buses and be refilled every 1-2 weeks. We anticipate growing
our propane bus fleet by ~3 buses each year going forward, which represents
about half our bus replacement activity annually.

Teaching & Learning Update

Tactical Goal #2: By 2025, BPS will develop integrated and vertically aligned environmental,

sustainability, and climate science (ESCS) curriculum and learning opportunities.
Strategy: Create an interdisciplinary ESCE K-12 curriculum map.

We continue to make connections between social studies and science a priority. We
have been successful at identifying a couple of concepts and grade levels to build
capacity and find resources to support new curriculum over time. We continue to
utilize OpenScikd, which we can use freely and adapt as needed.

A new course for the 2025-26 school year is Sustainable Engineering: Electric
Vehicle Design. This course will be offered at Options High School. Students will
have the opportunity to build a sustainable EV car that is road-ready.

Tactical Goal #3: By 2025, BPS will support student-powered stewardship opportunities at
each grade band.
Strategy: Develop a strong sense of place through local action and field experiences.

Local Lummi authors (Julie Trimmingham & Tah-Mahs Ellie Kinley) and illustrator
(Jason Laclair) wrote Our Hearts Beat as One (Sa'le Q'ewet Netse-lh). Julie visited
two elementary schools to read the newly published book and answer questions
about her life as a fisher.

The group heard a presentation from guests Sehome science teacher Garrett Knoll
and his students Grace Deluca, Elliot Dorn, Max Hunter, and Chevelle Kalawa. Mr.
Knoll shared his joy at living in Bellingham on the ancestral homelands of the Lummi
people and the interconnectedness of in-class learning, our personal lives and our
environment. Mr. Knoll and the students shared more information and reflections
about the Ocean Science course, which focuses on local sea life including orcas
and salmon. The students raved about Mr. Knoll’s class, including the positive
environment, the hands-on learning, the connection to local resources and how it



affects our community, and the humor of celebrating “Fishuary” and
“Squidtember.”. The students shared their a positive attitudes toward learning
science and solutions to large climate challenges.

The students responded to questions from the group:
1. Has this class influenced your career choices?

a. Yes, histeaching and the content is engaging and helps us connect what we
understand about our world and what we are learning in class. One student
shared they are considering a career as a veterinarian.

2. What piqued your interest in this class?

a. Agreat group of science teachers at Sehome who are inspiring and
dedicated. Mr. Knoll’s reputation as an engaging teacher with hands-on
learning experiences.

3. What interconnections do you see between class and life?

a. We can take the facts and apply them to daily life, i.e., how we select fish in
the grocery store, what sounds we hear on a beach walk, or how we question
the shells on the seashore.

The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.

The next meeting is 4 p.m., Tuesday, May 20 at the District Office, 1985 Barkley Boulevard.
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