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Welcome



Habits & Culture





Updates since November Meeting

Measure where and quantity of communications “touch points” to 
stakeholders in BPS publications and on social media
• BPS Sustainability Notifications

• 1st Sustainability Newsletter, Fall 2024
• Social Media Posts, Fall 2024

• In the News…
• Bellingham Herald



Habits & Culture Update

Highlight and celebrate positive action

• During challenging budget times, the case for sustainability is 
more evident – improving facilities reduces energy costs and 
maintenance expenses, freeing up funds for our educational 
priority and main mission: Teaching & Learning

• Facility modifications and improvements are the biggest lever 
for change and impact within our system.
• Lowers operating and maintenance costs

• Provides access to better data and controls

• Improves the educational environment



Facilities & Operations





Facilities Update

Assess air quality by site and district

• $288,792 for IAQ assessments, 
including sampling of classrooms, 
common spaces and offices 

• 10 facilities, built pre-2000
• Hired MENG Analysis

• $364,440 for HVAC system 
assessments, IAQ & OAQ monitors, 
and wildfire preparedness plans 

• 28 facilities
• Hired McKinstry



Transportation Update

Perform cost/benefits and opportunity costs analyses

WA State Department of Ecology Grant
To conduct an environmental and 
planning assessment at the bus garage



Special Guest

Perform cost/benefits and opportunity costs analyses
• Propane bus update from Cindy Dennis & Denver Vanderyacht







Teaching & Learning





Teaching & Learning Update

Create an interdisciplinary ESCE K-12 curriculum map



1st Grade
Focus: Two Eyed 

Seeing, Salmon in 
the Classroom and 
Indigenous Ways of 

Knowing

2nd Grade
Coming: What do 

Plants Need to Grow? 
(Carbon Cycle) 

3rd Grade
Focus: Why 
don't polar 

bears live near 
us?  Animal 
Adaptations

4th Grade
Focus: 

Partnership 
with NSEA, 

salmon

5th Grade
Focus: Water 
School with 

City of 
Bellingham

+
Outdoor School

6th Grade
Focus: 

Populations 
and Resources

8th Grade
Focus: CTE Plant Science, 
Earth's Changing Climate

7th Grade
Focus: Snow Goose 

trip, Matter and 
Energy in Ecosystems

+
CTE Plant Science

High School
Open SciEd Pilot
+ CTE Pathways
+ Environmental 

and Ocean Science

Teaching & Learning
Curriculum Map



OpenSciEd



CTE & Sustainability

Create an interdisciplinary ESCE K-12 curriculum map

• New CTE STEM Course: 

Sustainable Engineering: Electric Vehicle Design
Dive into the future of innovation and sustainability! This hands-on, 
project-based course takes students on an exciting journey through the 
cutting-edge world of electric vehicle design and green energy 
technology. Students will tackle real-world environmental challenges, 
explore alternative energy sources, and unleash their creativity in 
engineering by building a complete, licensed for the road, electric car. 
From mastering wire termination and decoding wiring diagrams to 
simulating vehicle controls, students will develop the skills to bring ideas 
to life. With a focus on the design process, safety standards, and 
automotive techniques, this course is a great gateway to shaping a 
greener, more sustainable world.



Connecting with Lummi Nation

Develop a strong sense of place through local action and 
field experiences

• Local Lummi authors (Julie Trimmingham & Tah-Mahs 
Ellie Kinley) and illustrator (Jason Laclair) wrote Our 
Hearts Beat as One (Sa'le Q'ewet Netse-lh)



Special Guests

Develop a strong sense of place through local action and field 
experiences

• High School Ocean Science update from Sehome High School 
teacher Garrett Knoll & Students - Grace Deluca, Elliot Dorn, 
Max Hunter, and Chevelle Kalawa



Salmon in the Classroom

Develop a strong sense of place through local action and field experiences

Elementary & High School



Q&A



Next Meetings

• Tuesday, May 20, 2024 @ 4-5PM
• BPS District Office
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