
 

 

 
 
 

Meeting Notes 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) General Advisory Committee 

Thursday, November 7, 2024 | 4:00-5:30pm | Bellingham District Office 
 
 
BPS Staff Present: Heather Steele (CTE Director), Jennifer Styer (CTE TOSA), Jeff Thran (Options High 
School), Brandon Adams (Kulshan Middle School), Molly Hayes (Bellingham High School), Carin Carter 
(Bellingham High School), Sarah Marshall (Squalicum High School), Kati Berreth (Bellingham High School), 
Riley Liddle (Squalicum High School), Maddie Page (Bellingham High School) and Ann Vallee (CTE Admin 
Assistant) 
 
BPS Students Present: Katie Knies (Bellingham High School) 
 
Industry Members Present: Dana Hickenbottom (Cascadia Renewables), Andrew Robinson, Michael Jay 
(Matchmaker Education Labs PBC), Lance Calloway (AGC of WA), De Murr (RTD), Guy Occhiogrosso 
(Bellingham Regional Chamber of Commerce) 
 
Call to Order by Heather Steele at 4:07 pm 
 
Main Presentation  
 

Old Business   
• Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes – Lance Calloway motioned to approve meeting minutes / 

Michael Jay seconded motion 
 
New Business 

• Additions to CTE Team 
o Ann Vallee, Admin Assistant 
o Jennifer Styer, CTE TOSA 
o Carin Carter, Job Coach (BHS) 

 
• CTE Student Enrollment – Huge growth in Middle School. Moved all the 9th graders into AVID. 
 
• Employment Trends – Average Annual Openings by Occupational Group was shared. Construction is 

off the charts. CTE looks at the data to see how we can support the employment trends. Jeff Thran 
talked about Intro to Trades class. Healthcare has grown, but we find that it is difficult to get students 
interested in that industry.  
 

• New CTE Courses for Approval – Guy Occhiogrosso motioned to approve/ De Murr seconded 
motion. Approved 
Exploration in Science  CIP #030104 
Exploration in Science II CIP #030104  
Explore Art & Design 1 CIP #500797 
Explore Art & Design 2 CIP #500797 
Art 1, Art 2, Studio Art CIP #500402 
Sustainable Engineering: Electric Vehicle Design CIP# 030198 

 

https://bellinghamschools-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/heather_steele_bellinghamschools_org/Edw1Sa5WrYNItxUnk9QY49wBG603cNX8el87ZGFIXX-RTw?e=EekiCl


 

 

 
 

• 2023-2024 Conditional Staff List – Lance Calloway motioned to approve Conditional Staff List /   
Guy Occhiogrosso seconded motion   Michael Jay asked to have a column added to show where 
teachers are certificated. 
 

• Carl Perkins Grant / Other Grant Applications – Lance Calloway motioned to approve Grants / 
Michael Jay seconded motion.  

o Teaching - $96,075 
o Contracted Salaries (Certificated) 
o Registration and Travel Fees (CTSOs, Professional Development) 
o Indirects - $2,517 

• Discussed additional grants for 2025 and each are very specific for what we can use the grant money 
for. Always ask for the max amount, doesn’t mean we will get it.  
 

• Review CTE 4-Year Plan – Lance Calloway motioned to approve CTE 4-Year Plan / Guy 
Occhiogrosso seconded motion   Broke into groups to talk about safe practices, facilities, program of 
study and professional development. 
 

• Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment (CLNA) – Guy Occhiogrosso motioned to approve CLNA/ 
Lance Calloway seconded motion. Approved  Perkins V CLNA 2024-2025.pdf 

 
• Updates 

 
Share-out from members / general questions  
 
 
Closing - meeting adjourned at 5:46 pm by Heather Steele 
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