
 
 

ATHLETIC COUNCIL  
MINUTES 

 
June 18, 2025 

 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER (D. Lilleck) 
   
 1.1  11:38am 
 
 
3.0 MINUTES (D. Lilleck) 
 
 3.1 Motion to approval the May 14, 2025 Section VI Athletic Council meeting minutes 
                   CARRIED 
       Penhollow/Taylor 
 
4.0 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (M. DiFilippo) 
  
             No report 
 
 
5.0 COMMUNICATIONS (M. DiFilippo) 
 

5.1  Motion to approve Combining of Schools Applications, numbers (1) through (22) 
       CARRIED 
 Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty 

Fall 2025  
1. Cheer GameDay, New, Hutch Tech, All BPS Schools, V, 7615, A 

 
S. Croft questioned the combination of all BPS schools into one team as it gives the impression of creating a 
super team.   
 
In the past, all BPS schools were a part of one combined team in the sports of wrestling and girls lacrosse. 
 
A. Lloyd shared the following data: 
• BPS has yet to participate in Game Day Cheer 
• A total of 80 BPS students are interested in Game Day Cheer for fall 2025 
• A very small percentage of BPS students have the means to participate in competitive cheer 
• BPS anticipates this to be a beginner program, 

 
 
It was noted the Combining of Schools Committee will address any concerns that present. 

Winter 2025-26  
2. Basketball B, Existing, Culinary Arts, Emerson, V, JV, 679, AA 
3. Basketball B, Existing, I-Prep, Lafayette, V, JV, 864, AA 
4. Basketball B, Existing, Performing Arts, Leo DaVinci, V, JV, 586, A  



5. Basketball G, Existing, Culinary Arts, Emerson, V, JV, 679, AA 
6. Basketball G, Existing, I-Prep, Lafayette, V, JV, 864, AA 
7. Bowl BG, Existing, Culinary Arts, Emerson, V, 514, D2 
8. Hockey B, Existing, Iroquois, Alden, V, 655, D2 
9. Hockey G, Existing, Lancaster, Alden, Depew & Iroquois, V, 2487,   
10. Indoor Track B/G, Existing, Falconer, Randolph, Frewsburg, Maple Grove, V, JV, 746 
11. Indoor Track B/G, Existing, F LOlmsted, City Honors,Burgard, MST, East./ Perf Arts, V, 2049 
12. Indoor Track B/G, Existing, Hutch Tech, South Park, Emerson, Cul Arts, V, 2169 
13. Indoor Track B/G, Existing, McKinley, LJBennett, MEC, Research Lab, V, 1442 
14. Indoor Track B/G, Existing, Riverside, I-Prep, Lafayette, LDVinci, V, 1498 
15. Swim B, Existing, Hutch Tech, Cul Arts, Emerson, IPrep, V, 2071 
16. Swim B, Existing, LJ Bennett, MEC, Research Lab, V,  , 729 
17. Swim B, Existing, McKinley, East, V,  , 1013 
18. Swim B, Existing, Perform Arts, LD Vinci, V,  , 586 
19. Wrestling B, Existing, Falconer, Cassadaga Valley, V, JV, 78, 315, D2 
20. Wrestling B, Existing, Lafayette, All other BPS Schools, V, JV, 600+ , D1 
21. Wrestling G, Existing, Falconer, Cassadaga Valley, V, JV, 78, 395, One Division 
22. Wrestling G, Existing, Niagara-Wheatfield, Niagara Falls, Varsity only, 2359, One Division 

 
 

             5.2   Motion to approve independent status for the following teams for the 25-26 school year 
                     CARRIED 
         MacSwan/Zirkle 

• Girls Soccer CSAT 
• Boys basketball - Niagara Falls 
• Girls Basketball - North Tonawanda 
• Baseball - CSAT 
• Softball – CSAT 
• Boys Soccer- Frewsburg 

 
 
6.0 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
             
 6.7 State Executive Committee/Central Committee 
 
 c) Female Rep./Male Rep. (M. Fallacaro-Dougherty/J. Roth) 
 

   The following are action items to provide direction for M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female   
   Representative, and J. Roth, Male Representative at the July 2025 NYSPSHAA Central Committee    
   meeting (Appendix A): 
 

                          6.7c1 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
                                    Representative, to support  Increase High Cost Venue Ticket Prices Beginning in Fall 2025 
                                     CARRIED 
                                     Zirkle/Almeida 
                                     

    6.7c2 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
              Representative, to support Increase Ticket Prices Beginning in Fall 2025 
              CARRIED 
              Croft/Penhollow 
 
    6.7c3 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
              Representative, to support Budget/Audit – NYSPHSAA Budget 
              CARRIED 
              Penhollow/Roth 
 
    6.7c4 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
              Representative, to support Championship Advisory Committee – Girls Wrestling Fees and  
              Policies. 
              CARRIED 
              Taylor/Zirkle 

 



    6.7c5 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
              Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Appeal – Prescribed Penalty 
              CARRIED 
              Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

     6.7c6 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Practice Session – Minimum Practices 
             DEFEATED 
             Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

     6.7c7 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Max Number of Contests Penalty – No  
             Attendance at Games 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Croft 
 

    6.7c8  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Modified – Junior High Principal Rep 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

    6.7c9  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Modified – Field Hockey Coordinator 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Salisbury 
 

  6.7c10  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Modified – Boys Basketball Coordinator 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Salisbury 
 

  6.7c11  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Modified – Revises Sports Standard Chart and Time Interval in  
             the NYSPHSAA Handbook 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Roth 

 
  6.7c12  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Boys & Girls Tennis – Revise Lineup Rule for Team Competition    
             (Stacking) 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Taylor 

 
   6.7c13  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  

            Representative, to support Boys Volleyball – Revise NCAA Two Libero Rule 
            CARRIED 
            Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty 
 

   6.7c14  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
             Representative, to support Girls Volleyball – Waiver of Administrative Red Card (Uniform) 
             CARRIED 
             Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty 
 

   6.7c15  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
            Representative, to support Girls Volleyball – Amend current 15 point tiebreaker in deciding  
            set at state tournament (to Advance to finals only) 
            CARRIED 
            Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty 
             
 
 
 



  6.7c16  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
            Representative, to support Gymnastics – Revise Scoring Changes to Technical Handbook 
            CARRIED 
            Zirkle/Roth 
 

  6.7c17  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
           Representative, to support Boys Wrestling – Increase to 14 Weight Classes 
           CARRIED 
           Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

  6.7c18  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
           Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Game Protocol 
           CARRIED 
           Croft/Penhollow 
 

  6.7c19  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
            Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Goal Differential – Mercy Rule 

                                   CARRIED 
                                   Almeida/Fallacaro-Dougherty 
 

  6.7c20 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
           Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Players in Uniform 
           CARRIED 
           Roth/Zirkle 
 

  6.7c21 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
           Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Regular Season OT Procedure 
           CARRIED 
            Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

  6.7c22 Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
           Representative, to support Girls/Boys Bowling – Establish At-large rotation for Division 1    
           from 2026-2034 
           CARRIED 
           Penhollow/Zirkle 
 

  6.7c23  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
          Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Expand State Tournament to Two Days 
          CARRIED  
          Penhollow/Roth   
 

  6.7c24  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
          Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Reduce Relays from 8 to 6 Athletes for the  
          State Meet 
          CARRIED 
          Zirkle/Croft 
 

   6.7c25  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
         Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Request Revised Qualifying Standards for  
         Division 2 Relays 
         CARRIED 
         Zirkle/Penhollow 
 

   6.7c26  Motion to direct M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female Representative, and J. Roth, Male  
              Representative, to support Competitive Cheer choreography to be permitted during the Fall  
              season, in accordance with the NYSPHSAA Practice Rule #22.” (Appendix B) 

         CARRIED 
         Zirkle/Roth 

 
 
 
 



6.17  Policy Committee (K. Schon) 
 

6.17.1 Motion to approve the proposed changes to the Policy Manual (Appendix C) 
                      CARRIED 
                                  Zirkle/Taylor 
 
 
10.0 SPORTS REPORTS   
 
             10.1 Motion to approve the Boys and Girls Basketball 24-25 post-season reports 
                     CARRIED 
         Zirkle/Penhollow 
 
11.0 OLD BUSINESS 
 
             Nothing to report 
 
 
12.0 NEW BUSINESS  
 
             Nothing to report 
 
 
13.0 GOOD OF THE ORDER/ADJOURNMENT 
 
             13.1 Motion to adjourn 
                     CARRIED 
                     Salisbury/Roth 



ATTENDANCE  (Voting Members -  *)  Absent 
 

Executive Committee 
President*  
President-Elect* Brett Banker 
Superintendents’ Rep.* Jeff Sortisio  
Principals’ Rep.* Carlos Alvarez 
Male Rep.* Jeff Roth  
Female Rep.* Marisa F.-Dougherty  
Past President Maureen Donahue  
Executive Director Mark DiFilippo  
Asst Exec Director Kim Schon      
  

Office Staff 
Treasurer Beth Fadeley 
Admin Asst. Pauline Turski 
  

 

 

League  Representative  Alternate 
BUFFALO 
Superintendents Rep./AD*  Aubrey Lloyd  Dr. Ramona Reynolds, Patrick Ricci 
Principals’ Rep.*  Michael Morris, South Park  Eric Johnson, Burgard 
Female Rep.*  Dr. Ramona Reynolds  Paula Williams, TOSA 
Male Rep.*  Steve McDuffie  Patrick Ricci 
CHAUTAUQUA CATTARAUGUS ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (CCAA) 
Superintendents’ Rep.*  Steve Penhollow, Falconer  TBA 
Principals’ Rep.*  Kourtney Almeida, Pine Valley  Corey Markum, Westfield 
Female Rep.*  Carol Zirkle, Fredonia  Steve Anastasia, Olean 
Male Rep.*  Kevin Salisbury, Southwestern  Ben Drake, Jamestown 
ERIE COUNTY INTERSCHOLASTIC CONFERENCE (ECIC) 
Superintendents’ Rep.*  Sean Croft, Starpoint  Dr. Jeff Rabey, Depew 
Principals’ Rep.*  Tim Wiles, Cleveland Hill  Steve Smith, Alden 
Female Rep.*  Carrie Vetter, Iroquois  Daryl Besant, Lake Shore 
Male Rep.*  Dave Hack, Orchard Park  Jason Iwankow, Eden Vince Dell’Oso, Starpoint 
NIAGARA FRONTIER LEAGUE (NFL) 
Superintendents’ Rep.*  Dan Ljiljanich, Niagara Wheatfield  Dr. Brian Graham, Grand Island 
Principals’ Rep.*  Trevor Brown, Kenmore  Andrew Auer, Lew-Port 
Female Rep.*  Lindsay Bergman, Kenmore  Matt McKenna, Niagara Wheatfield 
Male Rep.*  Joe Contento, Niagara Falls  Matt McKenna, Niagara Wheatfield 
NIAGARA ORLEANS LEAGUE (NO) 
Superintendents’ Rep.*  Jacob Reimer, Barker  Jill Heck, Royalton-Hartland 
Principals’ Rep.*  Steve Dimitroff, Akron  John Morello  Dan Bedette, Newfane 
Female Rep.*  Jill Heck, Royalton-Hartland  Rob Mucha, Barker 
Male Rep.*  John Grzymala, Roy-Hart  Eric Valley, Medina 
SUPERINTENDENT REPRESENTATION (BOCES) 
Erie 1 BOCES*  Jon MacSwan, Cleveland Hill  TBA 
Erie 2 BOCES*  Scott Taylor, North Collins  TBA 
ON BOCES*  Mark Kruzynski, Medina  TBA 
CA BOCES*  Kaine Kelly, Randolph  TBA 
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APPENDIX C

SECTION VI POLICY MANUAL PROPOSED CHANGES 

120.4  Schools will combine teams for a period of one year. Classifications are 
     determined by the approved NYSPHSAA criteria and graduated structure  
     (below).  An annual application and approval will be required at various levels. 
     (see 120.3) 

     120.4a  100% of the BEDS is taken into account from the school with the largest 
    BEDS number. The combined team determines the host school.  A  
    percentage of the BEDS of the remaining school(s) is dependent upon 
    the association’s “Sport Specific Formula”.” 

2019-2022 Formula 2019-2020 & 2021-2022 Formula Sport 
Specific 
Class AA = 100% Five Classes (100% 100%, 100%, 40%, 30%) 

  Class A = 100% Four Classes (100%, 100%, 40%, 30%) 
 Class B = 100% Three Classes (100%, 40%, 30%) 
 Class C = 40% Two Division (100%, 40% 
 Class D = 30% 

*Team Sports – The sport specific formula is to be used for up to 3 team
mergers. 100% of all schools in a combination is used for 4 or more
teams.

2025-2026 Sport Specific #  State # https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/classifications.aspx

Six Classes (AAA, AA, A, B-100%, C-50%, D-40%) 
Five Classes (AA, A, B-100%,C-50%, D-40%) 
Four Classes (A, B-100%, C-50%, D-40%) 
Three Classes (A-100%, B-50%, C-40%) 
Two Division (100%, 50%) 

https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/classifications.aspx

The chart contained on back of application will always reflect the current 
state sport  classification 

120.6  Combining of Schools Committee 

https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/classifications.aspx
https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/classifications.aspx


The Combining of Schools Committee is charged with the responsibility of 
meeting at the end of each season, in order to review data pertaining to the 
combining of teams across the Section and make any necessary 
recommendations to the Athletic Council, in order to improve the process. 
The Combining of Schools Committee will meet a minimum of three times 
per year at the conclusion of the fall, winter and spring seasons. The 
Committee will annually review combined teams to determine if dominance 
has been established. Combined teams who are sectional semi-finalists, 
sectional finalists, and sectional champions will automatically be reviewed. 
Recommendations from leagues, sports chairs and the Executive Director 
will also begin the review process. The Committee will make any necessary 
recommendations to the Athletic Council in regards to combined teams 
placement with the goal of ensuring fair competition.  

            
                    120.6a  It is mandatory that the Section receive a copy of each combined 

team’s end of season report (online form, Section VI website, “Forms & 
information”).  This data is imperative in determining future performance and 
will influence future approval/denial and/or placement. Reports are due after 
the season according to the following schedule:  

• Fall Season: November 30 
• Winter Season: March 20  
• Spring Season: June 20  

 
  

 
120.6b  It is mandatory that the sports chair review the end of season report for 

each combined team and submit, to the Section office, any 
recommendations and whether they endorse the continuation of the 
combined team for the subsequent season.  The Executive Director 
will provide his recommendations for the combined teams (per the May 
2018 Executive Committee meeting) 

 
 

                    120.6c  Completed end of season reports will be submitted to the Combining  
                                 of Schools Committee.   

  The Combining of Schools Committee will review combined teams:  
● Utilize the following factors when making decisions on 

combined teams and determining the level of “Dominance”: 
⮚ Won one or more sectional championships 
⮚ Sectionals finalist or semifinalist during consecutive 

seasons 
⮚ Upon Request by schools/leagues/sportchair/Executive 

Director 
 

                                The Committee will utilize the following factors when making  
                                decisions on combined teams and determining the level of  
                                “Dominance”: 
 

⮚ Sectional champions in consecutive seasons 
⮚ Sectional champions combined with sectional finalists or 

semifinalists in consecutive seasons 



⮚ Program history of success at the sectional level 
⮚ Regular season record  
⮚ Returning players 
⮚ Non-league record 
⮚ Transfers 
⮚ Determine where teams are appropriately competitive 
⮚ Returning players 
⮚ Schedule 
⮚ Program history 

● Ensure that the annual application process is understood by all 
of the athletic directors.  

● Consider having a maximum number of schools combining for 
a sport, perhaps four (4), however also provide for an appeal 
process under unusual circumstances, in order to go above four 
(4) schools.  

 
 

130 Section VI Statement on Mixed Competition 
 

The member schools of Section VI have supported mixed competition since it’s 
inception by the SED in 1992.  Qualified girls are given the same opportunity as boys 
to progress to the highest level of competition as a member of a boys team.  

 

Once a girl has qualified and committed to participation on a boys team, she is 
committed for the entire season and relinquishes the right to compete against girls 
during that season.  The Section does not support any opportunity for a girl who has 
qualified for and consequently selected mixed competition, to return to the girls 
program at any level of competition during that sport season. Exceptions to this rule 
are, girls wrestling and girls golf.  

 

Section VI strongly supports maintaining the current standards for mixed competition 
as written by SED.  
Section VI will ensure compliance with standards for mixed competition as written 
by SED. Rationale, removes opinion and focuses on compliance.  
 
Federated Sport - Definition and Requirements 

150.1 Section VI Federated Sports include: 
● Football 
● Flag Football  
● Girls Gymnastics  
● Boys Ice Hockey 
● Girls Ice Hockey 
● Indoor Track 
● Boys Lacrosse 
● Girls Lacrosse   
● Alpine Ski 
● Girls Wrestling  

 
 



170  Independent Status 
A school must request approval of a team’s independent status from the 
Athletic Council on an annual basis. Independent team status must be 
approved on an annual basis, first at the league level and then by the Athletic 
Council. Federated teams only require Athletic Council approval. It is the 
involved school’s responsibility to request approval. 

 
      212.3 Total League/Division points are determined by applying the point chart. 

Teams receive points for League/Division victories. Points are earned for ties 
in Boys and Girls Soccer and Field Hockey. 

 
 

POINT CHART 
Winning Points 

 
 AAA AA A B C D 

AAA +5.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 

AA +6.0 +5.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 

A +6.0 +6.0 +5.0 +4.0 +4.0 +4.0 

B +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +5.0 +4.0 +4.0 

C +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +5.0 +4.0 

D +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +6.0 +5.0 

 
212.7 Changes to the seeding are not allowed after the conclusion of the seeding 

meeting.  Within 24 hours adjustments can be made to rectify reporting errors. 
 

 

221.1 The Section expects that sportchairs will charge admission to recoup the 
costs of the venue. Section VI will charge admission. If charging admission 
is not possible, it is expected that costs will be reduced. 

 
310 Travel to State Competition, Including Supervision 

  
The following was approved by the Section VI Athletic Council (Jan 2013) Budget 
Line item ($120,000) Encumbered for State Championships to cover the following 
costs for state competition. (Renewed until the Finance and Sectional Intersectional 
Committees recommend otherwise) The amount of funds dedicated for state 
championships are determined from the review of previous year’s actuals and 
forecast estimates during the annual budgeting process with the finance committee.  
 
 
 
 

310.3 Lodging:  
 

  Team Sports: The sports chair will advise participating schools if accommodations 



are to be arranged by the state or by the schools. The school will be responsible 
for all lodging costs.  

 
Individual Sports:  
Sports in Group 1 (see 310.2) - The sportchair will be responsible for reserving a 
block of rooms for all athletes (4 per room). The block will include rooms for 
coaches (2 per room), and sport chair(s).  for individual sports in Group 1 (see 
310.2).  
 
Sports in Group 2 (see 310.2) - For individual sports in Group 2  The sportchair 
will be responsible for reserving a block of rooms for all athletes (4 per room), 
coaches (2 per room), and sport chair(s). The block will be increased by 50% to 
allow for coaches. (e.g.: If XC needs a block of 40 rooms for athletes and 
supervisors, they will now reserve a block of 60 rooms) When the qualifiers have 
been determined, the sportchair will register all athletes and coaches who are 
using Section transportation from the block of reserved rooms. The sport chair will 
also account for and reserve rooms needed by bus drivers for individual sports in 
Group 2 (see 310.2).  
 
Schools that opt-out of Section transportation are responsible for registering their 
own athletes and coaches. They may register for the remaining rooms in the 
reserved block until the rooms are exhausted or choose their own lodging. Schools 
will be responsible for the cost of athletes’ meals at state competition with the 
exceptions indicated in item 1, 2, 3. 
 
Schools are required to reimburse lodging fees to Section VI for coaches who 
request single rooms as well as coaches and athletes who cancel after the 
deadline provided by the sport chair.  

 
Safety Section 
Section VI will comply with all safety standards set forth by NYSPHSAA.  
 https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/safety.aspx   
 
410 Emergency Preparedness and Crowd - 
 

Implementation of the following procedures is the responsibility of the site 
chairperson: 
 

410.1  Review site emergency plan and incorporate relevant sections into an 
emergency preparedness and crowd control plan. In absence of a pre-
existing plan, a plan must be developed. 

 

410.2  Become familiar through consultation with local police and fire departments 
and school personnel (if a school site is used) of the protocol to be followed 
in the event of activated fire alarms, bomb threats, and other disturbances. 

 

410.3  Assure that the game site is secure prior to the scheduled opening time and 
arrival of teams and spectators. 

 

https://nysphsaa.org/sports/2021/6/8/safety.aspx


410.4 Work with police or appropriate personnel to provide efficient and safe auto 
and pedestrian routes to and from the game site. Prepare or obtain 
maps/charts illustrating evacuation routes. 

 

410.5  Arrange for supervision until all spectators and student-athletes have left 
the game site. Prepare a supervision chart and inform the assigned 
personnel of their duties before, during and after the game. Supervisory 
personnel on duty should have some type of distinctive marking that can be 
recognized by spectators and participants, e.g., distinctive colored jackets, 
arm bands, or badges. 

 

410.6  Arrange for adequate police supervision before, during and after the 
contest, when not otherwise provided. 

 
410.7  Inform participating schools of the following: 

a) If metal detectors and/or searches will be utilized. 
b) Supervision responsibilities (ratio of chaperones to students), parking 

facilities, seating arrangements for spectators, cheerleading guidelines 
and location of squad area and directions to the site. 

c) Post game activities and protocol, e.g., sportsmanship handshake, 
award presentations and sportsmanship code of conduct. 

d) Noise maker policy, if any. 
 

410.8  Meet with the principal or representative of each competing school/section 
upon their arrival to discuss final details including: 
a) Location of each school’s supervisory personnel. 
b) Location and directions to dressing/locker rooms. 
c) Security procedures to protect players’ clothing and valuables. 

 

410.9  Provide parking for officials and emergency medical personnel. 
 

410.10 Secure an announcer who will be familiar and have possession of scripted 
materials to broadcast in case of emergency. 

 

 410.11 Use the Section VI Emergency Preparedness and Crowd Control Checklist. 
(Posted on the Section VI website Under General Info/ Forms and 
Information) 

 
A blanket paragraph on site selection including safety protocols will be included on 
venue contracts.  
 
 
610 Fingerprinting of Sports Officials 
       All sports officials must be fingerprinted cleared and clearance pending with  
       NYSED before working any Section VI hosted sport contest. 
 
631.1 The assignment of officials at the Varsity, JV, and modified levels for Boys 

and Girls Soccer, Boys and Girls Volleyball, Field Hockey, Boys and Girls 
Basketball and Softball, and will be conducted via the auto-assign 



component of ArbiterOne at a central location under the auspices of Section 
VI. Participating Leagues will have input regarding the assignment process. 
Exceptions are noted in the chart below. 

 
631.3 Sports will be assigned as outlined in the chart below. Variations may occur 

upon agreement of the Leagues involved. The central location for computer 
assigning will be the ECIC office with exceptions noted. 
 

Season Sport(s) Level Central assigning location 

Fall Boys & Girls Soccer All levels ECIC office  
  Boys & Girls Volleyball  All levels ECIC office 
  Girls Field Hockey  All levels ECIC office 
  Girls Swim All levels League Assigned* 
  Cross Country All levels ECIC office 
Winter  Boys & Girls Basketball All levels  ECIC office 
  Boys Swim All levels League Assigned* 
  Wrestling All levels ECIC office 
Spring Track All levels League Assigned* 
  Girls Lacrosse All levels Federation Assigner 
  Baseball & Softball All levels ECIC Office (Gr. 05),  
  Baseball & Softball All levels League Assigned (Grps. 24, 03, 04) 

 
631.6 Roster of officials 

The roster in ArbiterOne for each affiliated sports officials organization is 
the master roster for Section VI. The sub-assigner for each organization is 
responsible for submitting roster updates to the Section office each season. 
Only those who have fulfilled the Prospective Official Requirements 
(Section website, under “Officials”) including receiving NYSED clearance or 
clearance pending status are given ArbiterOne accounts. 
 

631.8 The assigning process: 
a) All league, non-league, and tournament contests on each school’s final 

schedules will be computer assigned using the following criteria: 
● The “best official available” will be assigned to each game 
● Each League will determine the maximum number of non-preferred 

officials per sport and notify their member schools of the deadline to 
submit this information before each season begins.  

● Each official shall register on ArbiterOne and enter their availability by 
the deadline posted in the Timeline. 

 
 
765  Whistle-Blower Protection  
Approved 1/20/2021 Athletic Council Meeting 
Prohibition of Retaliatory Behavior (Commonly Known as "Whistle-Blower" 
Protection) 
 



Section VI prohibits any retaliatory behavior directed against complainants, victims, 
witnesses, and/or any other individuals who participated in the investigation of a 
complaint of discrimination and/or harassment. Complaints of retaliation may be 
directed to the Executive Director. In the event the Executive Director is the alleged 
offender, the report will be directed to the acting Section VI President. 
 
Where appropriate, follow-up inquiries will be made to ensure that discrimination 
and/or harassment has not resumed and that those involved in the investigation 
have not suffered retaliation. 

 
770  Transgender Guidelines- 

                    https://nysphsaa.org/documents/2023/8/21//NYSPHSAA_Handbook_004.pdf 
 
          820  Protest Procedure for Game, Match or Meet 
                 Add -Per NYSPHSAA, in any case, video may not be used to overturn an  
                        official's decision.” 
 

900 Finance Committee 
900.1  Duties: 
The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet 5 times per school year.  Four (4) of 
these meetings are held virtually and are scheduled in the months of September, 
January, February, and April. A fifth, in-person, meeting is scheduled in October to 
coincide with the annual audit presentation and to generate the proposed budget 
for the following fiscal year. Additional meetings are scheduled as needed. will meet 
five times per year to review current status of the budget and conduct an analysis 
of expenditures at each meeting. 
  
The general purpose of a meeting may include, but is not limited to: 

● Review the status of the budget/fund balance 
● Review seasonal sport profit/loss statement 
● Review the annual audit and generate the proposed budget for the following 

fiscal year   
● Review of proposals involving a financial impact and generate 

recommendation to the Athletic Council 
● Propose changes to financial policies (as needed) to the Policy Committee 

  
Standard Static agenda items and numbers for each Finance Committee meeting 
will include: 
  

1.0 Review the current status of the Fund Balance Treasurer’s Report 
2.0 Sectional issues New Business 
         2.1   Purchases being considered 
         2.2   Development of policies  
 
3.0 Standard agenda items: Old Business 
       September (teleconference): Post-season review of spring sports budgets    
       and venues 
       October (Section office): Develop budget for the following school year 
       January (teleconference): Post-season review of fall sports budgets and    
       venues. 



       February (teleconference): Regular meeting  
      April (teleconference): Post-season review of winter sports budgets and    
      venues, review of  sectional admission prices for approval at the May  
      meeting. 

4.0 Good of the Order 
 

910  Fiscal Year 
        The fiscal year is July 1 through June 30 to coincide with Erie 1 BOCES. 
 
911  Delinquent Payments 

Delinquent payments of Section issued invoices will be recouped by 
adjusting the involved member school’s annual dues statement. Delinquent 
payments of Section issued invoices involving non-member schools will be 
handled at the discretion of the Executive Director and Executive 
Committee. 
 

912  Section VI Credit Card 
 Section VI, NYSPHSAA, Inc. will issue a credit cards in its name to the 

Executive Director, Associate Executive Director, and Treasurer for use as 
needed. by Sport chairpersons and designated employees can be permitted 
to use the corporate cards for authorized expenses only Any other reason 
for credit cards use must be approved by either the Executive Director, 
Associate Executive Director and/or Treasurer. The credit card will only be 
used for purchases of goods and services that require a credit card and do 
not accept other methods of payment. Expenses incurred on each credit 
card shall be paid in a way to avoid interest charges. Payment shall be the 
responsibility of the Treasurer. Any individual who makes an unauthorized 
purchase with a Section VI credit card shall reimburse Section VI for the 
cost. 

 
         921  Proposals 
                 All proposals with a financial impact must be submitted with a statement of  
                 rationale the pros and cons of the proposal and all cost implications. The  
                 Finance Committee will review and make recommendation to the Athletic  
               Council. All proposals must be presented for discussion at an athletic council 

meeting prior to being slated for action at a following athletic council meeting. 
This will enable informed decisions by Athletic Council members. These 
Statement Papers must be presented at one meeting and sit on the table until 
the next meeting before a vote is conducted. 

  
931  Mileage Reimbursement 

The Section will reimburse for mileage at the current IRS rate. An Expense 
Form for reimbursement and supporting documentation (via Google Maps, 
MapQuest, etc.) must be submitted and approved by the Executive 
Director/Treasurer. 

  
933  Uncleared Checks 
     With oversight by the accountants, the Section will adhere to New York’s 

Abandoned Property Law. 
   
940 Section Dues 



           940.1 Section VI member dues will be used to fund the Section office using 
a five sport. The dues formula is built upon the 6-sport classification fee and 
the Boys Basketball classification numbers as approved by the NYSPHSAA 
as well as a per sport fee and federated sport fee (see 970.4) as applicable. 

. 
         960  Venue Policies 

 
960.1  The type of venue selected for sectional competition will be determined by 

the Executive Director, Associate Executive Director and the 
Sectional/Intersectional Committee. 

 
960.2  A written contract detailing itemizing expenses will be obtained from the host 

facility. member schools hosting sectional events. 
  

960.4  Venue Selection Guidelines 
g)  Notes regarding the use of high school venues for sectional events: 

   
 970  Sectional Personnel Fees and Stipends 

970.1  Fees and stipends are approved by the Athletic Council and posted on the 
Section VI website     (link)  

 
970.2  970.1.1 Administrative fees for working 1, 2 or 3 sectional contests are as 

follows: 
Site Chairperson:       $58, $78 and $98       $60, $85, $105 
Other Administration:  $45, $58 and $70       $50, $75, $95 
 * Full days, Individual Sports (i.e. Wrestling, Swimming): $116 Adjusted to 
sessions or  contest equivalent 
 

970.3 970.1.2 Stipends for media, sportsmanship, and sports chairpersons are 
reviewed and recommended by the Finance Committee. 
 

970.4  970.1.3 Federated Sports - Assigner fees   
Federated sports assigners are contracted by Section VI and paid a stipend.   
To cover this expense, participating member schools will be charged an 
additional fee included in their annual dues. 

 
 

http://www.section6.e1b.org/cms/lib/NY19000854/Centricity/Shared/Forms/Fees%20Spchair.pdf
http://www.section6.e1b.org/cms/lib/NY19000854/Centricity/Shared/Forms/Fees%20Spchair.pdf
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MEMO 
To: Section Executive Directors 
Fr: Dr. Robert Zayas, NYSPHSAA Executive Director 
Re: Clarification of Cheerleading Regulations and Upcoming Proposal for Consideration 
Date: June 8, 2025 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide NYSPHSAA membership with a clear and 
comprehensive understanding of recent developments and existing policies related to the sport of 
cheerleading. 

In October 2024, the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee approved a regulation prohibiting any 
cheerleading choreography until the NYSPHSAA official start date. 

In May 2025, the Executive Committee formally designated Competitive Cheer exclusively as a 
winter sport, while Game Day Cheer continues to be recognized during both the fall and winter 
seasons. 

NYSPHSAA has recently received inquiries questioning the implications of the prohibition on 
out-of-season cheer choreography.  According to NYSPHSAA Practice Rule #22, school-
sponsored activities conducted outside the sport season—such as conditioning, weight training, 
intramurals, and camps—are permitted as long as they are not required by coaches or school 
personnel and are open to all students. Although this rule applies consistently across all sports, 
the current restriction on cheerleading choreography is more restrictive than the out-of-season 
guidelines applied to other sports. 

In response to membership concerns, the NYSPHSAA Cheer Committee has supported a 
proposal (see attached) to permit cheer choreography during the fall season, provided it complies 
with Practice Rule #22. The NYSPHSAA Officers have agreed to include this proposal for 
“ACTION” on the 2025 NYSPHSAA Central Committee Meeting agenda scheduled for July 29-
30. 

All Sections should be prepared to review and vote on the following proposal: 

“Consider approval for Competitive Cheer choreography to be permitted during the Fall season, 
in accordance with the NYSPHSAA Practice Rule #22.” 

Should you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you for your attention. 

APPENDIX B



New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
Central Committee Meeting – July 29-30, 2025 

DATE REVISED: (06/05/25) 

 
 

Cheerleading:  Choreography Restriction 
 
 

    X       Action Item  
    _     Discussion Item 
           Informational Item 
 
 
Presenter: 
Jen Simmons, NYSPHSAA Cheerleading Coordinator  
 
Proposal: 
Consider approval for Competitive Cheer choreography to be permitted during the Fall season, in 
accordance with the NYSPHSAA Practice Rule #22. 
 
Effective Start Date: 
Fall 2025 
 
Rationale: 
In October 2024, the NYSPHSAA Executive Committee approved a regulation restricting 
choreography for both Competitive and Game Day Cheerleading to the official start dates of the 
NYSPHSAA Fall and Winter seasons, respectively. Under this policy, while teams were permitted to 
practice individual skills prior to these dates, they were required to comply with NYSPHSAA 
Practice Regulation #22, sections (c) and (d). These regulations stipulate that such activities must 
be open to all students and may not be mandated by coaches. 
 
In May 2025, the Executive Committee further amended its position by officially recognizing 
Competitive Cheerleading as a Winter sport only. This decision had the effect of limiting 
Competitive Cheerleading teams from initiating any choreography until the Winter season's official 
start date. 
 
Since that change, numerous member schools have raised concerns, asserting that Competitive 
Cheerleading teams are being placed at a disadvantage compared to other sports, which are 
afforded greater flexibility and preparation time. The current restrictions, they argue, hinder 
adequate routine development and pre-season readiness. 
 
In response to these concerns, the NYSPHSAA Cheerleading Committee is recommending an 
amendment that would allow Competitive Cheerleading programs to resume choreography and 
routine practice beginning at the start of the NYSPHSAA Fall season. This change would restore the 
opportunity originally available prior to the May 2025 decision, aligning Competitive Cheerleading 
with the seasonal preparation timelines granted to other interscholastic sports.  
 
 
 



New York State Public High School Athletic Association 
Central Committee Meeting – July 29-30, 2025 

DATE REVISED: (06/05/25) 

Proposal Originated: 
Cheerleading Committee 
 
Budgetary Impact: 
None 
 
Notes: 
Member schools would not be permitted to formally select their Winter Competitive Cheerleading 
teams during the Fall season and must continue to comply with NYSPHSAA Practice Regulation 
#22, sections (c) and (d), which require that any off-season activities be open to all students and 
that attendance not be mandated by coaches. Additionally, Game Day Cheerleading teams would 
not be allowed to practice choreographed routines intended for the Competitive Cheerleading 
season, as these teams typically involve a closed roster and mandatory participation, thereby not 
meeting the openness and voluntary participation criteria set forth in the regulation. 
 
Attachments: 
None 

 


	The following are action items to provide direction for M. Fallacaro-Dougherty, Female
	Representative, and J. Roth, Male Representative at the July 2025 NYSPSHAA Central Committee
	meeting (Appendix A):
	Representative, to support Increase Ticket Prices Beginning in Fall 2025
	CARRIED
	Croft/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Budget/Audit – NYSPHSAA Budget
	CARRIED
	Penhollow/Roth
	Representative, to support Championship Advisory Committee – Girls Wrestling Fees and
	Policies.
	CARRIED
	Taylor/Zirkle
	Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Appeal – Prescribed Penalty
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Practice Session – Minimum Practices
	DEFEATED
	Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Handbook Committee: Max Number of Contests Penalty – No
	Attendance at Games
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Croft
	Representative, to support Modified – Junior High Principal Rep
	CARRIED              Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Modified – Field Hockey Coordinator
	CARRIED              Zirkle/Salisbury
	Representative, to support Modified – Boys Basketball Coordinator
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Salisbury
	Representative, to support Modified – Revises Sports Standard Chart and Time Interval in
	the NYSPHSAA Handbook
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Roth
	Representative, to support Boys & Girls Tennis – Revise Lineup Rule for Team Competition
	(Stacking)
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Taylor
	Representative, to support Boys Volleyball – Revise NCAA Two Libero Rule
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty
	Representative, to support Girls Volleyball – Waiver of Administrative Red Card (Uniform)
	CARRIED              Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty
	Representative, to support Girls Volleyball – Amend current 15 point tiebreaker in deciding
	set at state tournament (to Advance to finals only)
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Fallacaro-Dougherty
	Representative, to support Gymnastics – Revise Scoring Changes to Technical Handbook
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Roth
	Representative, to support Boys Wrestling – Increase to 14 Weight Classes
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Game Protocol
	CARRIED
	Croft/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Goal Differential – Mercy Rule
	CARRIED                                    Almeida/Fallacaro-Dougherty
	Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Players in Uniform
	CARRIED            Roth/Zirkle
	Representative, to support Boys Ice Hockey – Regular Season OT Procedure
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Girls/Boys Bowling – Establish At-large rotation for Division 1
	from 2026-2034
	CARRIED            Penhollow/Zirkle
	Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Expand State Tournament to Two Days
	CARRIED
	Penhollow/Roth
	Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Reduce Relays from 8 to 6 Athletes for the
	State Meet
	CARRIED           Zirkle/Croft
	Representative, to support Indoor Track & Field – Request Revised Qualifying Standards for
	Division 2 Relays
	CARRIED          Zirkle/Penhollow
	Representative, to support Competitive Cheer choreography to be permitted during the Fall
	season, in accordance with the NYSPHSAA Practice Rule #22.” (Appendix B)
	CARRIED
	Zirkle/Roth
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