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August 11, 2025 

  

Hello Dake Families, 

 

It is with great pride and excitement that I introduce myself as the new Principal of Dake Junior High School! My name is 

Timothy Baker, and I am honored to join this incredible school community, where tradition, excellence, and student 

growth are at the heart of everything we do. 

 

I hope you took time this summer to unwind, relax and be present with family and friends. We are eager to welcome your 

children back, hear about their summer and begin new learning!    Involvement in school activities also leads to academic 

and social emotional success.  Be sure to explore the list of clubs and activities offered by accessing our webpage 

dake.westirondequoit.org Our goal is to help students be well-prepared for their journey after high school graduation.  

Please do not hesitate to ask questions and advocate for your needs. Let’s make this year a great one! 

 

To our incoming 7th grade families, we are thrilled to have you, and your child join our school community. As your 
child transitions into junior high, our dedicated faculty and staff are committed to making their experience at Dake 
supportive and enriching. 

To our 8th grade families, we’re looking forward to another year of growth and learning. We'll continue to support your 
child’s development as an independent learner, critical thinker, and responsible digital citizen. As 8th graders, your 
students are now leaders in our building and are beginning the important transition toward high school.  

We will help students grow both academically and personally while reinforcing our core values of Mutual Respect, 
Shared Pride, Shared Purpose, and Mutual Support 

Enclosed you will find important information about the upcoming school year.  
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
Be well,   

 

Tim Baker 
 

Tim Baker 

Dake Jr. High Principal  

 

 

 

 

Communication 

 

Email will be our primary method of communication. Please check your email for this letter. If you do not see one, 

check your spam or trash folders and reset your filters to allow emails from us.  If you do not receive this letter via 

email, send a message to the principal’s secretary, Sadie Hendrickson: sadie_hendrickson@westiron.monroe.edu 

 
On our website you will find more information on: 

http://www.westirondequoit.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjm04G06vuOAxXnFlkFHbvaGkEQFnoECBYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdake.westirondequoit.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw2gMtTxKbcjQvTbfMNaayXd&opi=89978449
mailto:sadie_hendrickson@westiron.monroe.edu


   

 

   

 

 

• Reporting an Absence 

• School Supplies 

• Required Health Documentation for the 25-26 School Year 

• Juno – our therapy dog! 

• Athletics (Modified sports begin on August 25 –online registration is required) 

• Food Service 
 

Orientation Information 

All 7th graders are invited to attend our student-only orientation at Dake on Tuesday, August 26. Meet classmates and 

staff and tour the building! Check your schedule in Infinite Campus come August 25 to find out your team assignment. 

Topaz 7 – Ms. Jessica Hess – 9:00-10:30 AM 

Opal 7 - Miss Nicole Williams -11:00 AM-12:30 PM 

Emerald 7 - Mr. Joe Battaglia - 1:30-3:00 PM 

Locker Set-up: 

Students in both grades may visit Dake to walk their schedule and set up their locker on August 27 or 28 from 2:00–6:00 
PM. A parent/guardian may accompany them—please bring a photo ID for check-in through our Raptor system. 

8th Graders New to the District: 

If your family is new to the district and your student is entering 8th grade, we’re excited to welcome you! You’ll receive 
additional details about our New Entrant Orientation to take place on August 28th at 11:00 AM (note change in time 
from physical letter). 

Laptops: 

Students will use school-issued laptops daily. Please help your child establish a routine for charging the device 
nightly and bringing it back to school each day. All students must follow the Code of Conduct when using their 
device, even outside school hours. 

Arrival & Dismissal 

Arrival: 

• Doors open at 7:30 AM.  
• Students arriving between 7:30–7:50 enter through Door 3 (cafeteria entrance). 
• After 7:50, students may enter through Door 1 (main entrance).  
• All students report to the cafeteria until the 7:50 bell, then go to lockers and first period. 
• First period begins at 8:00 AM. 

 

Dismissal: 

• School ends at 2:55 PM. 
• After 3:10 PM, students must be under adult supervision if they remain on school grounds. 
• To re-enter the building, students must use Door 1 and sign in at the main office. 

 

Student Internet-Enabled Devices: 

New York State Governor Kathy Hochul is joining more than 20 other states restricting or banning student cellphone use 
throughout the school day. The West Irondequoit Central School District implemented Policy 7315 which prohibits the use 
of Internet-enabled devices by students during the school day on school grounds.  This policy aims to ensure that students 



   

 

   

 

remain focused on their academic responsibilities and social emotional health throughout the school day, which includes 
all instructional and non-instructional periods such as homeroom, lunch, recess, study halls, and passing time.  
  
All students will be assigned a school locker which can be found in Infinite Campus.  After entering the building, students 
will be expected to store any internet- enabled device (excluding the district issued laptop) in their locker.  All devices must 
remain in the locker until the 2:55pm bell. Staff will be available to assist students with lockers during the first few days 
of school.  
 
Students will be able to remain in contact with families via our school’s main office phone, secure messaging platforms 
used by staff and through written notes delivered through the main office. If you have situations in which your child needs 
to carry an internet- enabled device (health care, 505 plan or IEP requirement, translation) please reach out to your student’s 
Assistant Principal.  We wish to partner with you to support all students. You can find the policy and updates on the WICSD 
website, Parents/Students Tab. 
 
Important Dates: 
 

• Tuesday, August 26 – 7th Grade Orientation 9am-3pm (exact time depends on your Gem Team assignment) 

• Wednesday, August 27 & Thursday, August 28 – Locker set up for both grades on both days from 2pm-6pm 

• Thursday, August 28 – New Entrant Orientation 1pm 

• Thursday, September 4 – First Day of School 

• Wednesday, September 10 & Thursday, September 18 -8th Grade DC Trip Parent Information Meeting via 
Zoom @ 6:30pm 

• Friday, September 12 -- Picture Day 

• Friday, September 19 – Homecoming 

• Thursday, September 25 – Dake (and IHS) Open House @ 6:30p 

• Thursday, October 9 – Go Home Early Drill (Students are dismissed at 2:45pm) 

• Friday, October 10 – NO SCHOOL Superintendent’s Conference Day 

• Monday, October 13 – NO SCHOOL Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
 
 

Dake Leadership and Main Office Staff 

Mr. Tim Baker, Principal   Dr. Joyce Akwaa, Assistant Principal - 8th    Dr. Alexa Hogestyn, Assistant Principal 7th 

Sadie Hendrickson – Secretary to the Principal 

Cameron Wright – Secretary to the Assistant Principals 

Kelli Roj – Attendance Secretary 

 
 

West Irondequoit Mission 

The West Irondequoit Central School District partners with our community in providing a comprehensive educational 

experience that balances high expectations, diverse opportunities, intellectual growth, and personal responsibility.  Our 

community welcomes each child, nurtures each mind, and inspires each other to peak performance. 

https://www.westirondequoit.org/parentsstudents/student-internet-enabled-device-policy
https://www.westirondequoit.org/parentsstudents/student-internet-enabled-device-policy

