
       
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
As we prepare to begin the 2025-2026 school year, the safety and well-being of our students is always a top priority here at Woodmere 
Middle School. As part of our ongoing efforts to maintain a safe learning environment, I would like to address an important issue that 
impacts both student safety and comfort: the use of lockers and the reduction of heavy backpacks. 
Middle school students often feel the need to carry all their textbooks, supplies, and personal belongings with them throughout the day. 
While this may seem convenient, it creates significant safety concerns in our hallways and classrooms. Here’s why using  lockers is 
essential: 
 
Hallway Safety 
Backpacks that are too large or overloaded can make it difficult for students to move safely through the hallways, especially during 
transitions between classes or when utilizing the staircases. Overcrowded hallways with bulky, oversized backpacks can lead to 
accidental bumps and falls. This increases the likelihood of accidents, and when students carry heavy bags, this risk rises further. 
 
Classroom Safety 
In classrooms, large backpacks can become tripping hazards when placed on the floor, leading to potential injuries for both students 
and staff. Classrooms should be spaces where students can move freely without worrying about obstacles that could cause harm. 
 
Health Concerns 
Carrying heavy backpacks over extended periods can lead to health issues. According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, backpacks 
should weigh no more than 10-15% of a student's body weight. Exceeding this limit can cause back, neck, and shoulder pain, and even 
lead to posture problems. By encouraging students to use their lockers, we reduce the need for them to carry excessive weight 
throughout the day. 
 
Encouraging Responsibility and Organization 
Using lockers helps students develop important organizational skills. It encourages them to plan their day, determine what materials 
they need for each class, and return unnecessary items to their lockers. This not only lightens their load but also fosters a sense of 
responsibility. 
To address these concerns, we ask that all students use their lockers while in school. Backpacks should only be used for transporting 
materials to and from school. Students can access lockers before the start of the school day, during passing time, and at the end of the 
school day. This will help reduce hallway congestion, minimize tripping hazards, and protect our students’ physical health. 
Please remind your child of the importance of locker use and encourage them to keep their backpacks light by carrying only the 
essentials. If you have any concerns or if your child needs support in organizing their locker or schedule, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us. 
Thank you for your continued partnership in keeping our school a safe and welcoming environment for all. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Andruszkiewicz, Principal 

John Andruszkiewicz, Principal 
Richard Mangeri, Ed.D., Assistant Principal 
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