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May 2025 

Quarter 1 
Essential Question: How can you help others achieve their goals? 

PACING 
TN STANDARDS TEXT/RESOURCES LEARNING TARGETS 

ASSESSMENTS/ 
PROJECTS 

Weeks 
1-3 

 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 
RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 
 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of 
view & author purpose shape the 
content and style of diverse texts.  
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 

Possible Shorter works: 
“Marigolds”  
 
Possible poetry pairings: 
“Life Every Voice and 
Sing” 
“Ode to the Selfie” 
 

The student will… 

• Understand and implement 
close reading techniques. 

• Determine multiple complex 
themes and/or purposes of 
a text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
an analysis of a text. 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot progression) 
in relation to development 
of theme. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
(such as irony, point of 
view, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, introduction, 
and analytical informative 
paragraph(s) 

• Synthesize information from 
multiple texts to create 
unified whole.  

 
 

 

Discussion/routine writes: 
Literary analysis: After reading the 
poem, “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 
identify a major theme and the writer’s 
call to action. Use textual evidence to 
support your claims. 
 
Literary analysis: After reading the 
poem, “Ode to the Selfie,” identify a 
major theme and how it develops 
throughout the poem. Use textual 
evidence to support your claims (1 
paragraph). 
 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2019-sbe-meetings/february-8,-2019-sbe-meeting/2-8-19%20IV%20C%20English%20Language%20Arts%20Standards%20Attachment%20Clean%20Copy.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_explanatory.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_argument.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_narrative.pdf


 

selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 

Weeks 
4-6 

 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 
RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 

 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of 
view & author purpose shape the 
content and style of diverse texts.  
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 
selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 

Major Work: 
“The Scarlet Ibis” 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Harper Lee 
 
Key Passages: 
Chapter 1, pages 9-10 
Chapter 9, pages 86-87 
Chapter 16, page 179 
Chapter 23, page 259 
Chapter 31, pages 322-
323 

The student will… 

• Understand and implement 
close reading techniques. 

• Determine multiple complex 
themes and/or purposes of 
a text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
an analysis of a text. 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot progression) 
in relation to development 
of theme. 

• Analyze how character 
evolution/shifts in character 
directly impact theme.  

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
(such as irony, point of 
view, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, introduction, 
and analytical informative 
paragraph(s) 

 

Literary analysis: “The Scarlet Ibis,” 

the narrator reflects, "I did not know 
then that pride is a wonderful, terrible 
thing, a seed that bears two vines, life 
and death." How is the theme of pride 
both as a creative and a 
destructive incentive developed in the 
story, through the narrator's 
characterizations of himself and his 
brother Doodle? Explain, using textual 
evidence and original commentary. 
 
Discussion Prompt: 
Chapter 11: In Chapter 11, Atticus tells 
Jem that Mrs. Dubose was a great lady 
because of her courage in the face of 
death and addiction. Jem is angry. 
Mrs. Dubose said terrible things about 
Atticus and judged Jem harshly. He 
calls her a “hell-devil” and can’t 
understand why Atticus respects her. 
Is Atticus right, did Mrs. Dubose’s 
courage make her great, despite her 
racist attitude and mean spirit? Or is 
Jem correct in his assessment of Mrs. 
Dubose’s character? Is it possible for a 
person to be good and bad at the 
same time? Use evidence from the text 
to defend your point of view. 
 
Chapter 16: Atticus repeatedly reminds 
his children to consider other people’s 
perspectives. In Chapter 16, referring 
to the night in front of the jail house, he 
tells his children that they “made 
Walter Cunningham stand in my shoes 
for a minute. That was enough.” Is 
Atticus right? Is it “enough” to consider 
things from the perspective of others? 
Will that always connect us in 
moments of conflict? Was this conflict 



 

solved, or was it just deferred? Support 
your answer with evidence from the 
text. 
 
 

Weeks 
7-9 

 

9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 
selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 

 
 

Major Work: 
To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Harper Lee 
 

The student will… 

• Understand and implement 
close reading techniques. 

• Determine multiple complex 
themes and/or purposes of 
a text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
an analysis of a text. 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot progression) 
in relation to development 
of theme. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
(such as irony, point of 
view, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, introduction, 
and analytical informative 
paragraph(s) 

• Write timed responses 
(informational, 
argumentative, and 
narrative) 

Culminating Informational Prompt: 
Atticus Finch is one of the great role 
models in literature. Throughout the 
novel, he sets an example for his 
children through his words and actions. 
Look carefully at his character and find 
specific examples of moments when 
Atticus acts as a role model for Scout 
and Jem. Analyze each of these 
examples by looking at what Atticus 
says or does and the lesson you think 
his words and actions teach his 
children; then, find evidence in the text 
that shows that Jem or Scout have 
been positively influenced by their 
father’s example. Make sure to include 
correctly cited quotes from the text as 
evidence for your analysis. 
 

Quarter 2 
Essential Question: What is the relationship between intelligence and power? 

PACING 
TN STANDARDS TEXT/RESOURCES LEARNING TARGETS 

ASSESSMENTS/ 
PROJECTS 

Weeks 
1-4 

 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 

Shorter texts: 
“An Indian Father’s Plea” 
“Outliers: The Story of 
Success” 
“The Origin of Intelligence” 

The student will… 

• Understand and 
implement close reading 
techniques. 

• Determine multiple 

Introduction to Argument & 
Aristotle’s Triangle 
 
Identifying Argument Prompt: 



 

RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 
 
9-10.RI.KID.3 Analyze how an 
author presents and develops key 
ideas and events to impact meaning.  
 
RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; cumulative 
impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone. 
 
RI.CS.5 Analyze how an author’s 
ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions of a 
text. 
 

RI.CS.6 Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose and 
analyze how an author uses 
rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose. 
 

RI.IKI.8 Evaluate how reasoning 
and evidence affects the argument 
and specific claims in a text. 
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 

Optional:  
“Ain’t I a Woman?” 
“The Secret to Raising 
Smart Kids” 
 
Possible poetry pairings: 
“Lost Letters of Frederick 
Douglass” 
“Senora X No More” 

 

complex themes 
and/or purposes of a 
text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support an analysis of a 
text. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve 
theme             and/or purpose 
(such as irony, symbols, 
figurative language, 
rhetoric, etc.) 

• Analyze non-fiction 
texts for rhetorical 
devices 

• Understand logos, 
ethos, and pathos 

• Apply the various 
appeals to develop a 
well-rounded argument  

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, 
introduction, and 
analytical paragraph. 

• Compare and contrast 
central ideas from 
multiple texts. 

After reading “An Indian Father’s Plea,” 
identify specific goals Lake hopes to 
accomplish by writing to his son’s 
teacher. Analyze how the structure of his 
letter is carefully designed to accomplish 
these goals. As part of your analysis, 
consider how Lake uses evidence to 
support his main claim is and how he 
uses logical, ethical, and emotional 
appeals. 
 
Literary Analysis & Writing: 
As you read, “Lost Letters of Frederick 
Douglass,” determine how rhetoric and 
figurative language help to reveal the 
speaker’s message. Consider what the 
vivid language suggests about the 
author’s attitude toward intelligence, 
literacy, and priorities in life? 

 

 



 

selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 

Weeks 
4-7 

 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 
RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 
 
9-10.RI.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of 
thematically- related texts of 
historical and literary significance for 
the way they address related topics, 
facts, and concepts.  

 

Major work: 
Animal Farm 
 
Key Passages: 
Chapter 1, page 11 
Chapter 3, pages 35-36 
Chapter 5, pages 50-51 
Chapter 7, pages 85-86 
Chapter 10, page 134 
 
Shorter texts: 
“The Origin of Intelligence” 
 
 

 

The student will… 

• Understand and  
implement close  
reading techniques.  

• Determine multiple  
complex themes/central 
ideas and/or purposes of a 
text.  

• Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to 
interact and collaborate 
with others.  

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
an analysis of a text.  

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
and/or purpose (such as 
irony, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.)  

• Understand logos, 
ethos, and pathos 

• Apply the various 
appeals to develop a 
well-rounded argument  

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, 
introduction, and 
analytical paragraph. 

• Synthesize information 
from multiple texts to create 
unified whole.  

 

Argumentative Discussion Prompts 
Chapter 1: Major argues that Man is the 
root cause of misery and suffering for 
farm animals. He states that men 
enslave animals, force them to work, 
and then steal their produce to benefit 
themselves. Do you agree with Major? 
As you consider your position think 
about: whether or not animals benefit 
from captivity, whether or not people 
consider animal comfort and pleasure in 
their farming practices, and the sources 
of motivation for animal husbandry and 
farming. 
 
Chapter 7: Boxer places all his faith in 
Napoleon, refusing to question his 
leadership. This tendency, to defer to 
figures in power, is common throughout 
history. Do you feel citizens get the 
leaders they deserve when they fail to 
challenge authority? Or is blaming the 
victims unfair? 
 
Synthesis of two texts: 
From the perspective of the Point author 
of “The Origin of Intelligence,” analyze 
the various groups of animals on the 
farm. Which animals would be 
characterized as intelligent based on the 
criteria established by each of these two 
authors? With which author would 
George Orwell agree in your opinion? 
Respond in an analytical essay of 300–
400 words. Be sure to cite all three texts 
in your response. Feel free to conduct 
outside research on George Orwell in 
order to support your inferences about 
his assessment of intelligence. 

 



 

Weeks 
8-9 

 

W.TTP.1 Write arguments to 
support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence 
(a-f) 

 

Major work: 
Animal Farm 
 
Shorter texts: 
“An Indian Father’s Plea” 
“Outliers: The Story of 
Success” 
“The Origin of Intelligence” 
 
Optional:  
“The Secret to Raising 
Smart Kids” 
 
Possible poetry pairings: 
“Lost Letters of Frederick 
Douglass” 
“Senora X No More” 
 

 
 

The student will… 

• Understand and  
implement close  
reading techniques.  

• Determine multiple  
complex themes and/or 
purposes of a text.  

• Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to 
interact and collaborate 
with others.  

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support 
an analysis of a text.  

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
and/or purpose (such as 
irony, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.)  

• Synthesize information 
from multiple texts to create 
unified whole.  

 

What is the relationship between 
intelligence and power? 
  
Based on your understanding of the 
anchor text and unit, how much do you 
think “intelligence” should determine the 
right to lead? Is it ultimately the most 
important leadership trait? What other 
characteristics might be equally or more 
important than intelligence? Support 
your ideas with relevant details from the 
anchor text, comparative texts, and 
personal experience, discussing some of 
the inherent challenges of determining 
an individual’s intelligence. Remember 
to include the following in your 
argumentative essay: 

• a clear, arguable claim 

• reasons and evidence in support 
of the claim 

• logical, emotional, and ethical 

appeals 

• a counter argument, including a 
rebuttal and a concession 

• a convincing conclusion 

Quarter 3 
Essential Question: How does where we are shape who we are? 

PACING TN STANDARDS TEXT/RESOURCES LEARNING TARGETS ASSESSMENTS/ PROJECTS 

Weeks  
1-4 

 

 

9-10.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development; provide an 
objective or critical summary.  
 
9-10.RL.KID.3 Analyze how 
complex characters, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text to impact meaning.  
 

Shorter texts: 
“Marigolds” 
“Thank you, M’am” 
“The Necklace” 
“The Gift of the Magi” 
 
Major work: 
N/A 
 
Photo/Paintings: 
Norman Rockwell 

The student will… 

• Understand and 
implement close reading 
techniques. 

• Determine multiple 
complex themes and/or 
purposes of a text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support an analysis of a 
text. 

Discussion/Short Writes: 
How do various short story elements 
impact the overall theme? Consider the 
following elements:  

• Suspense/ Foreshadowing  

• Figurative language 

• Time manipulation/plot structure  

• Characterization 

• Dialogue 

• Irony 

• Tone/Mood 



 

9-10.RL.CS.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; 
analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, such as how language 
evokes a sense of time and place, 
and how it communicates an 
informal or formal tone.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of 
view & author purpose shape the 
content and style of diverse texts.  
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 
selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 
 

paintings 
 
Possible poetry pairings: 
“Sure You Can Ask me a 
Personal Question” 
“Welcome to America” 
 

 

 
 
 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot 
progression) in relation to 
development of theme. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
(such as irony, point of 
view, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, 
introduction, and 
analytical paragraph 

• Transfer analysis of plot 
elements to write their 
own narrative essay 

 

For each choice above:  
Integrate, cite, and analyze relevant 
evidence in at least two quotations per 
paragraph. 
Informational 
 
 

Weeks 
4-7 

9-10.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development; provide an 
objective or critical summary.  
 
9-10.RL.KID.3 Analyze how 
complex characters, events, and 
ideas develop and interact over the 
course of a text to impact meaning.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; 

Shorter texts: 
“The Most Dangerous 
Game” 
“Interlopers” 
 
Photo/Paintings: 
“Migrant Mother” 
Norman Rockwell 
paintings 
 
Possible poetry pairings: 
“Sure You Can Ask me a 
Personal Question” 
“Welcome to America” 

The student will… 

• Understand and 
implement close reading 
techniques. 

• Determine multiple 
complex themes and/or 
purposes of a text. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support an analysis of a 
text. 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot 

Discussion/Short Writes: 
How do various short story elements 
impact the overall theme? Consider the 
following elements:  

• Suspense/ Foreshadowing  

• Figurative language 

• Time manipulation/plot structure  

• Characterization 

• Dialogue 

• Irony 

• Tone/Mood 
 
Narrative short write: Using “The Most 
Dangerous Game” or “Interlopers,” write 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_explanatory.pdf


 

analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, such as how language 
evokes a sense of time and place, 
and how it communicates an 
informal or formal tone.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of 
view & author purpose shape the 
content and style of diverse texts.  
 
9-10.RL.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of 
related literary texts and evaluate 
how an author draws on, alludes to, 
or transforms source material to 
provide a deeper and more thorough 
interpretation of the text. 
 
9-10.W.TTP.3 Write narrative fiction 
or literary nonfiction to convey 
experiences and/or events using 
effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

 
 

progression) in relation to 
development of theme. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve theme 
(such as irony, point of 
view, symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, 
introduction, and 
analytical paragraph 

• Transfer analysis of plot 
elements to write their 
own narrative essay 

• Analyze the development 
of two characters from two 
texts to analyze the 
impact of setting. 

 

the ending of the story, keeping true to 
the author’s style, tone/mood, and 
character portrayals.  
Narrative 
 
 

Weeks 
8-9 

9-10.W.TTP.3 Write narrative fiction 
or literary nonfiction to convey 
experiences and/or events using 
effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
 

Possible Shorter Texts: 
“The Lady, or the Tiger?” 
 

The student will… 

• Understand and 
implement strategic 
narrative techniques found 
in other texts in their own 
narrative writing.  

• Develop a narrative 
response that has a clear 
and engaging plot, as well 
as a well-developed 
theme.  

• Engage in the writing 
process (rough draft, peer 

Narrative Write: Students will read the 
short story, “The Lady, or the Tiger?” 
and use elements discussed in class to 
finish the story. How does it end?   
 
Use your plan to write your narrative, 
remembering to include the following: 

● a well-developed protagonist 
and other characters 

● a plot that includes pivotal 
moments 

● a distinct conflict and resolution 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_narrative.pdf


 

revision, revision, editing, 
etc.) 

 

 

● a setting which draws upon 
details from the novel 

● dialogue and description 

● a thoughtful theme or reflection 
connected to the prompt 

 
Rubric: Narrative 
 

Quarter 4 
Essential Question: How do dystopian stories help us understand and question the world we live in?  

PACING TN STANDARDS TEXT/RESOURCES LEARNING TARGETS ASSESSMENTS/ PROJECTS 

Weeks 
1-3 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 
RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 

 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 
9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point 
of view & author purpose shape 
the content and style of diverse 
texts.  
 
W.TTP.1 Write arguments to 

Major Work: 
Anthem 
 
Shorter texts: 
"All Summer and a Day"  
"Harrison Bergeron" 
"Parable of the Sower"  
Excerpt from 1984 
 
Other resources: 
TNReady practice prompts 
Mastery Connect  
Test-taking strategies 
 

The student will… 

• Understand and 
implement close reading 
techniques. 

• Determine multiple 
complex themes and/or 
purposes of a text. 

• Compare and contrast 
authors’ techniques and 
how they use these 
techniques to illustrate 
theme. 

• Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 
support an analysis of a 
text. 

• Analyze short story 
elements (plot 
progression) in relation to 
development of theme. 

• Evaluate an author’s 
methods to achieve 
theme/central idea (such 
as irony, point of view, 
symbols, figurative 
language, etc.) 

• Analyze rhetoric of 
multiple texts on similar 

Routine writes: 
Students will engage in multiple cold 
reads and cold writes in preparation for 
the state test. Students will review the 
major writing genres studied throughout 
the course of the year.   

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/documents/rubric_writing_g9-12_narrative.pdf


 

support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence 
(a-f) 
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 
selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 
 
9-10.W.TTP.3 Write narrative fiction 
or literary nonfiction to convey 
experiences and/or events using 
effective techniques, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
 

subjects to compare and 
contrast authors’ impacts.  

• Write a fully developed 
theme, thesis, 
introduction, and 
analytical informative 
paragraph(s) 

 

Weeks 
4-9 

RL.KID.3 Analyze how complex 
characters, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the course 
of a text to impact meaning. 
 
RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, such 
as how language evokes a sense of 
time and place, and how it 
communicates an informal or formal 
tone. 

 
9-10.RL.CS.5 Analyze how an 
author’s choices concerning text 
structure, plot structure, and/or time 
manipulation create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise.  
 

Major Work: 
Anthem 
 
Shorter texts: 
"All Summer and a Day"  
"Harrison Bergeron" 
"Parable of the Sower"  
Excerpt from 1984 
 
 
 

The student will… 

• Use multiple search 
platforms to research  

• Evaluate evidence for 
validity and applicability of 
topic 

• Present findings in a clear 

and logical manner 

• Provide relevant evidence 
to support a claim(s) 

Research Projects: 
Research a modern societal issue that 
parallels dystopian themes (e.g., 
censorship, surveillance, climate 
change, inequality). Create a group 
multimedia presentation comparing the 
fictional dystopias with real-world 
concern. Propose a solution or action in 
response to your group’s researched 
issue. 
 
Be sure your presentation includes the 
following: 

• an engaging introduction 

• supporting details from at least 
three credible sources, in 
addition to the unit text 

• a clear text structure 

• a thought-provoking conclusion 

• citations for sources, including a 
works cited page 

 



 

9-10.RL.CS.6 Analyze how point of 
view & author purpose shape the 
content and style of diverse texts. 
 
9-10.W.TTP.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to 
analyze and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly 
and accurately through the effective 
selection and organization of content 
(a-f). 
 
W.TTP.1 Write arguments to 
support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using 
valid reasoning supported by 
relevant and sufficient evidence 
(a-f) 
 
W.RBPK.7 Conduct and write 
short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a 
problem by narrowing or 
broadening the inquiry when 
appropriate, synthesizing multiple 
sources on the subject, and 
demonstrating a new 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation.  
 
W.RBPK.8 Use multiple search 
terms to generate a variety of print 
and digital sources; integrate 
information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation.  
 
W.RBPK.9 Support and defend 
interpretations, analyses, reflections, 
or research with evidence found in 
literature or informational texts, 



 

applying grade band 9-10 standards 
for reading to source material.  

 
 

In addition to the noted standards, the following TN ELA Standards will be addressed multiple times each quarter: 
READING: 
9-10.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text 
says explicitly and draw inferences; 
cite the strongest, most compelling 
textual evidence to support 
conclusions. 
 
9-10.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text 
says explicitly and draw inferences; 
cite the strongest, most compelling 
textual evidence to support 
conclusions. 
 
9-10.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text and analyze its 
development; provide an objective or 
critical summary. 
 
9-10.RI.KID.2 Determine a central 
idea of a text and analyze its 
development; provide an objective or 
critical summary 
 
9-10.RL.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of 
related literary texts and evaluate 
how an author draws on, alludes to, 
or transforms source material to 
provide a deeper and more thorough 
interpretation of the text. 
 
9-10.RI.IKI.9 Analyze a variety of 
thematically related texts of historical 
and literary significance for the way 
they address related topics, facts, 
and concepts. 
 
9.RL..RRTC.10 Read and 
comprehend a variety of literature 
throughout the grades 9- 10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with a 
gradual release of scaffolding at the 
higher end as needed. 
 

WRITING: 
9-10.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 
 
9-10.W.PDW.5 Develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and audience. 
(Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language 
standards 1-3 up to and including 
grades 9-10.) 
 
9-10.W.PDW.6 Use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s capacity to 
link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
 
9-10.W.RBPK.9 Support and defend 
interpretations, analyses, reflections, 
or research with evidence found in 
literature or informational texts, 
applying grade band 9-10 standards 
for reading to source material. 
 
9-10.W.RW.10 Write routinely over 
extended time frames and shorter 
time frames for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 

SPEAKING and LISTENING: 
9-10.SL.CC.1 Initiate and participate 
effectively with varied partners in a 
range of collaborative discussions on 
appropriate 9th- 10th grade topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
 
9-10.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or 
appropriate. 
 
 

LANGUAGE: 
9-10.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking; use effective parallel 
structure and various types of phrases and clauses to 
convey specific meaning and add variety and interest to 
writing or presentations. 
 
9-10.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing; when reading 
and writing, explain the functions of semicolons and 
colons to separate related ideas and use them correctly 
to do so; write and edit work so that it conforms to a 
style guide appropriate for the discipline and writing 
type. 
 
9-10.L.KL.3 Apply knowledge of language to 
understand how language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or 
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening. 
 
9-10.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on 9th -10th grade-level text by choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. a. Use context as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or a phrase. b. Use common 
grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to 
the meaning of a word or a phrase. c. Consult reference 
materials, both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or phrase. d. Use etymological 
patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 
 
9-10.L.VAU.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings in grades 9-10 reading and content; interpret 
figures of speech in context and analyze their role in a 
text; analyze nuances in the meaning of words with 
similar denotations. 
 



 

9.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend 
a variety of literary nonfiction 
throughout the grades 9-10 text 
complexity band proficiently, with a 
gradual release of scaffolding at the 
higher end as needed. 

9-10.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 
the post-secondary and workforce readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in building vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 
 
 

 


