
August 13, 2025

Educational Benefits Applications Help Determine State 
Funding for SSPPS
While all students will receive one free breakfast and lunch each day through 
the Free School Meals for Kids legislation, SSPPS still needs you to complete or 
opt out of the 2025-26 Educational Benefits Application. Completed applications 
determine how much funding your child’s school receives from the state for 
educational programs and other supports. In addition, qualifying families may be 
eligible for a variety of discounts. Visit our website for details on how to submit 
your application or opt out.

Important Back-to-School Dates
First Days of School

•	 Grades 1-5, 6, 9, and 12: Tuesday, September 2, 2025
•	 Grades Kindergarten, 7-8, and 10-11: Wednesday, September 3, 2025
•	 Preschool: Thursday, September 4, 2025

Secondary Family Connect Days (6-12)
On August 25, teachers will send an invitation to families inviting them to select and sign up for a connection time 
during the following dates/times:

•	 Wednesday, August 27 (2:30-6:00 pm)
•	 Friday, August 29 (9:00 am-1:00 pm)

CLC Family Connect Day
•	 Wednesday, August 27 
•	 2:30-6:00 pm

Elementary Family Connection Day and Kids’ Choice Open House
Lincoln Center and Kaposia

•	 Thursday, August 28
•	 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Kindergarten Family Connection Day
Tuesday, September 2

•	 Lincoln: 7:30 am-3:30 pm
•	 Kaposia: 8:00 am-4:00 pm

Preschool Parent Meeting & Orientation
Lincoln Center and Kaposia

•	 September 3-6

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) Open House
•	 Wednesday, September 3
•	 5:30-7:00 pm

View the full District Calendar

No Shots, No School
Minnesota law (early learning, K-12) requires students to be vaccinated or 
have an exemption on file before starting school. This is especially important 
for students entering Pre-K, Kindergarten, 7th, or 12th grade. If you’re ready to 
submit update records, Visit the website for more information. 

Upcoming Free Vaccinations Clinics in SSP:
•	 August 20, 2025 3-5 pm at Kaposia Education Center
•	 August 28, 2025 3-6 pm at SSP Secondary

If you need help obtaining immunizations for your student:
•	 HealthPartners’ No Shots, No School program has free immunizations for 

children
•	 Dakota County Health also offers free vaccinations for uninsured families

Back-to-School Checklist
•	 Complete Educational Benefits form
•	 Review Safety and Security Procedures
•	 Save the back-to-school dates (below)
•	 Download the printable academic calendar
•	 Review Handbooks
•	 If applicable, accept or decline transportation
•	 If applicable, fill out transportation pay-to-ride form
•	 If applicable (grades PreK/K, 7, and 12), send in updated immunization form
•	 Download HELPme App
•	 Activate ParentSquare account when prompted and download the app

Welcoming an International Teacher
We’re thrilled to welcome Laura, a new international teacher to our South St. Paul family this school year! She’ll be 
joining our High School Special Education team, coming to us all the way from Kenya. As she begins this exciting 
chapter with us, we want to show her just how warm and generous our Packer community can be.

To help make her transition as smooth and comfortable as possible, we’re working to furnish her apartment with 
the essentials. We’re reaching out to our incredible staff in hopes of gathering new or gently used household items. 
Whether it’s an extra lamp in the basement, a spare set of dishes, or a cozy chair you’re no longer using, your 
donation can make a world of difference in helping her feel at home.

This is a wonderful opportunity to extend a true Packer welcome and show what it means to be part of the Packer 
family, supportive, caring, and always ready to lend a hand.

Below is a checklist of items we’re hoping to collect:

Bedroom
•	 Bed (Full or Queen preferred)
•	 Mattress & box spring or platform 

frame
•	 Bedding (sheets, comforter, pillows, 

blankets)
•	 Dresser or storage drawers
•	 Nightstand
•	 Lamp

Living Room
•	 Couch or loveseat
•	 Coffee table / Side table
•	 Lamp
•	 Bookshelf or storage cube
•	 TV
•	 Rug

Kitchen & Dining
•	 Dining table and chairs
•	 Dishes (plates, bowls, cups)
•	 Silverware
•	 Pots and pans
•	 Cooking utensils
•	 Cutting board
•	 Microwave
•	 Toaster or toaster oven
•	 Dish towels, sponges
•	 Trash can
•	 Trash bags

Bathroom
•	 Shower curtain & hooks
•	 Towels & washcloths
•	 Bath mat
•	 Toiletries (new only)
•	 Cleaning supplies

Miscellaneous
•	 Laundry basket or hamper
•	 Hangers
•	 Power strips or extension cords
•	 Fans or small space heater (if 

available)

If you’re able to donate any of the items listed above, please email a photo of the item(s) to Pa Kou Thao at 
pthao@sspps.org. We’ll coordinate pickup or let you know if the item is no longer needed.

Thank you for opening your hearts and homes to help our new teacher feel welcomed, supported, and embraced by 
our amazing community. Let’s show her the true spirit of South St. Paul and what it means to be a Packer!

Required Step: Annual Census Update
All SSPPS families must complete the annual census in Infinite Campus 
before student schedules or homeroom teacher assignments are available. 
Once logged in, you’ll be prompted to verify and update your information for 
the 2025–26 school year, including emergency contacts and your preferred 
communication language. This ensures the district can reach you with important 
updates like weather closures. If your information is current, it only takes a few 
minutes. Instructions are available on the SSPPS website.

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING UPDATE
Refreshing Our Look, Honoring Our Tradition
South St. Paul Public Schools is refreshing our brand to better reflect who we are today and where we’re headed. 
This update keeps the heart of our identity, our maroon color, bull mascot, and “South St. Paul Packers” name, while 
improving readability, consistency, and accessibility. It includes refreshed logos, colors, fonts, and messaging aligned 
with our new Strategic Plan and the values of our community, shaped by input from staff, students, families, and com-
munity members. At their August 11 meeting, the School Board reviewed the new logo concepts for a second time 
and will officially vote on them August 25. We can’t wait to present our new look to our Packer community this fall!

IMPORTANT ITEMS FROM PAST NEWSLETTERS

School Pictures at Back-to-School Events
Just like last year, we will be taking school photos for grades K-12 at our back-
to-school events. Each school has its own date, Picture Day ID, and ordering 
instructions. Families can order photos online ahead of time or bring payment on 
Picture Day. Find all the details for your school here.

Annual Field Trip Form
Before students can join in on field trips this year, families need to complete an 
Annual Field Trip Permission Form. This form covers all school-sponsored trips 
for the 2025–26 school year, so you only need to fill it out once. Complete yours 
before the school year begins so your student doesn’t miss out on the fun.

•	 Kaposia Education Center
•	 Lincoln Center
•	 SSP Secondary
•	 CLC

Middle School families- You will need your student’s Connections teacher. This 
information will be available when you pick up your student’s schedule.

2025-26 Transportation
South St. Paul Public Schools is currently working through transportation routes 
and assignments for all students eligible for District-provided transportation. 
Elementary students who live one-mile or more from their assigned school, and 
secondary students who live 1.5 miles or more from their assigned school, are 
eligible for District-provided transportation. SSPPS families who have not yet 
confirmed or denied their district-provided transportation, please do so here.

Families living outside of the District-provided transportation boundaries, can 
request to be placed on a waitlist for Pay-to-Ride transportation. Safe-Way Bus 
Company will offer families a Pay-to-Ride option on a first-come, first-served 
basis if space is available after all District-provided transportation needs have 
been met. Pay-to-Ride opportunities, especially at SSP Secondary, may not be 
determined until October 1 or later. As seats become available, waitlist families 
will be contacted in the order the Pay-to-Ride Agreements are received. Join the 
waitlist here.
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