
WHERE DO I GET MY BIRTH CERTIFICATE? 

 

Difference between short form and long form: 
 

• Short form: Accepted for all birth certificate needs 
EXCEPT obtaining a passport 

o If printed with the letter “I”, the passport 
office may accept it. Must contact the 
passport office for verification. 

o Short form: Basic information 
• Long Form: Acceptable for all birth certificate needs 

o Long Form: Extensive detail 

BORN IN TEXAS

YES

BORN IN HAYS 
COUNTY?

YES

BORN IN CITY LIMITS OF SAN 
MARCOS?

YES

Long Form: City of San Marcos/ 
Texas State Vitals

Short Form: Any Texas local 
registrar's Office

NO

HAYS COUNTY 
CLERK'S OFFICE 

CAN PROVIDE
LONG FORM. 

NO

Short Form: Any Texas local 
registrar's office

Long Form:County/City of Birth or 
State Vitals

NO

CONTACT STATE OF BIRTH
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/inde

x.htm

BORN ON MILITARY 
BASE OUTSIDE OF 

THE USA

US DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE

https://travel.state.gov/content
/travel/en/replace-certify-

docs.html

BORN OUTSIDE OF THE USA

US DEPARTMENT OF STATE
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en
/international-travel/while-abroad/birth-

abroad.html
Apply online at most U.S embassies and 

consulates

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w/index.htm
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/replace-certify-docs.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/while-abroad/birth-abroad.html

