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What is Functional Academics Science?  

Functional Academics focuses on functional science topics such as body parts, basic needs of 

living things, physical properties and changes, weather, environmental awareness, safety 

practices, and following directions. These topics emphasize practical knowledge and engagement 

with the world around us- ideal for students seeking functional independence.  

Instructional Strategies:  

• Multi-sensory learning; Incorporate tactile materials, visuals, and hands-on experiences. 

• Break concepts into smaller steps: Allow gradual understanding and skill building. 

• Frequent progress monitoring: Use informal and formal checks to track development 

• Real-world relevance: Draw connects between content and students’ daily lives (e.g. 

using a clock to tell time, maps for navigation).  

Strategic Instructional Supports:  

To strengthen success across all units: 

• Visual Supports: Use charts, social stories, and choice cards to clarify steps and 

expectations. 

• Multi-Sensory & Hands- On Learning: Incorporate direct engagement with materials to 

reinforce abstract ideas. 

• Scaffolded Routines: Break tasks into small, achievable steps with frequent check-ins. 
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• Real World Relevance: Select materials and examples students encounter daily-food 

labels, weather updates, measuring cups, etc.  

• Promoting positive physical and mental health through modified exercise (chair aerobics) 

and proper nutrition using easily accessible kitchenware such as a microwave and toaster.  

Grading Procedure: Grading will consist of 3 major grades and a minimum of 10 minor grades 

based on class work, tests, and participation.  

   Room Etiquette 

Passes: All requests will be considered at appropriate times and when the instructor is not 

delivering information. Students are required to ask first and will be escorted by a staff. 

Dress Code: All students are expected to abide by the SACHS dress code. 

Safety Protocols: We will abide by all mandated and/or suggested protocols as they are 

presented to us. Additionally, we will participate in safety drills throughout the year to ensure 

the safety of all during various dangerous situations. 

Electrotonic: According to the House Bill 1481, ALL Texas public school students will not be 

permitted to use personal electronic devices- including cell phones, smartwatches, 

wireless/Bluetooth earbuds and headphones, tables, or gaming devices- while on any San 

Angelo ISD campuses during the school day. If the students bring a device to school, the device 

should be put away, and out of sight for the entirety of the school day (including passing periods 
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and lunch). This policy is designed to minimize distractions and promote meaningful learning. 

Exceptions are made only for students with approved needs outlined in an Individualized 

Education Program (IEP), a section 504 Individual Accommodation Plan (IAP), or a 

documented medical directive. Further information can be found on the link provided.  House 

Bill 1481   

Food and drinks: Drinks may be kept at your desk. Clean up your own mess if you have a spill. 

Snacks are fine, but you are responsible for cleaning up your area. 

Tardies: Students arriving after the tardy bell without a pass will be given a TCU (Tardy 

Counted Unexcused). Excessive tardiness will result in a parent phone call. Note: Arriving at 

class more than 10 minutes late will result in absence. This is state law. First bell is at 8:15 A.M 

and First period begins at 8:20 A.M. 

Expectations in the Classroom: 

1. Attending class every day; be prepared. 

2. Be courteous and respectful to everyone. 

3. Obey all rules in the district/school handbook. 

4. Let someone know when you are feeling overwhelmed and need a break. 

5. Be prepared to grow and have a great year!  
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