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US History Syllabus
Ms. Marie Linder                                         Holmes Rm 105

Marie.Linder@saisd.org                                    325-659-3400 ext. 239

Course Description

Welcome to United States History! In 8th grade, you learned 

about US History from its conception to the Civil War. This year 

we will be exploring our nation’s history from after the Civil 

through modern-day. 

We have a new curriculum this year, which includes bell-ringers 

and exit tickets. You will not be allowed to leave until you 

complete your exit ticket. 

This is a STAAR tested subject, so we will also be doing practice 

tests- one in the beginning of the year, and one at the end of 

the year. 

Welcome back! I hope you enjoyed your break and are ready to begin a new 
year. To help you be successful, this syllabus outlines key details about the course 
and my expectations.

Cell Phones

May NOT be out, visible, or in use during the school day - 

defined as the time from the first bell to the last bell while students are 

on campus property.  Any student in violation of this policy will result 

in:

1. Confiscation of the device* (which will then be secured in a 

designated location)

2. A referral submitted to the principal/administration

PERSONAL DEVICE VIOLATIONS:

• 1st Offense: Parent must pick up the device; student receives a 

verbal warning.

• 2nd Offense: Device held for 3 days; parent must pick it up.

• 3rd Offense: Device held for 10 days; parent must pick it up.

• Additional Offenses: Device held for 90 days; parent/guardian 

must pick it up.

* Refusing to turn over any device when asked by any CHS staff 

member will result in a suspension. 

Securely Pass

Bathroom passes will not be issued during the first 10 
and last 10 minutes of class. All laptops have an app 
called “Securely Pass.” Students must create a pass, 
then request the teacher to approve. 
Students only have two passes each day this year, and 
if you’ve used them both by the time you come to my 
class, the app will say “no more passes available.”  
Please use your passes wisely! Another reason the 
system will deny you is if there are already too many 
students in the bathroom, or if a person has a pass that 
the counselor has blocked the two of you having a pass 
at the same time. The program also tracks how long 
you are gone, which may reflect negatively on you if 
you misuse your passes. Bathrooms will be LOCKED 
during passing periods AND lunch. 
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Consequences
If a student does not follow the 

expectations of the class norms, 

they will receive the following 

consequences:

1st 
Offense

Reminder of 
expectations and/or 
to use coping skills

2nd 
Offense

Teacher Detention & 
communication with 
parent/ guardians. If 
student fails to show 
for assigned 
detention, the 
consequence goes 
to 3rd Offense

3rd 
Offense

Referral to principal, 
parent guardian 
phone call

Class Expectations

Parents, if any issues arise throughout the year, or you just need to 

give me a “head’s up” about something going on at home, 

please email me with any questions or concerns that you have at 

marie.linder@saisd.org. 

• Come to class with a charged LAPTOP

• Complete assignments to the best of your 
ability.

• Actively participate in class discussions. 
• Self-Advocate (ask for help) when needed
• Collaborate with their classmates during 

small group assignments
• Treat yourselves, the teacher, your 

classmates, and school property with 
respect

• Maintain academic integrity

• Come to class on-time

Grading Policy

Grading policy:
90 & up A

80-89  B

70-79  C

69 & below  F

Major Grades are 60% and minor grades 

count 40%. 

Make Up Work Policy:
Failed tests and assignments are reworked 

during class. Missed work can be 

completed during tutorials or free time at 

the end of class.  

• If a student’s grade average falls below 
70%, they will be assigned to MANDATORY 
tutorials during Bobcat Block through  the 
Flex app. Failure to show up for mandatory 
tutorial will result in a referral.

• Students and parents are able (and 
encouraged) to keep track of their 
grades in Power School. CHS no 
longer sends home a hard copy of 
academic progress reports or report 
cards. These can also be found in 
Power School. 

• Students are responsible to make up work 
from when they are absent. This is 
especially important for major grades!

A 30 min period this 
year for tutorials, club 
meetings, and teacher 
check-ins. This will be 

held right after 2nd 
period. A 

Bobcat Block

Parent/Guardian- Please sign that you have read this syllabus and understand the 
expectations of your child in this class, then return with your child. You may request a 
digital copy through my email, listed above.

Teacher Signature: 

Parent Signature:
Date: 
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