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Play rhyming games with your young learner!
Rhyming is one of the easiest ways to build

language skills and is a key building block for
learning to read. Play rhyming games, sing

rhyming nursey songs, and point out rhyming
words in books! 

Welcome back to another incredible year in
Early Learning at Henry County Schools! In this

edition, you will learn strategies to support your
young learner and find resources to help you

have the best year ever! 



Open House information 
Student schedules and teacher
assignments 
Bus stops and pick-up/drop-off
times 
Before and after school program
information
FAQ 
Student/Parent Handbook 
and more! 
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We are ready for day one! Please visit our website dedicated to making sure you
have all the information and tools you need to start the school year with success.
Visit https://bit.ly/4mq6jLI or scan the QR code below and you will find: 

RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT 
Do you want to learn more about our elementary,
middle, or high schools? Visit https://bit.ly/436U5A8
to view each site's school profile. Each profile is
loaded with information on what makes that school
unique and a great place to learn! 

https://bit.ly/4mq6jLI
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We are excited to announce that our Henry Ready
Early Learning website is live and ready to support

all young learners in Henry County! 

RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT 
Visit the Early Learning website for Kindergarten readiness tips and to

learn more about Kindergarten in HCS! 

Scan the QR to visit the Early Learning Birth
to 5 webpage: 
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Our Welcome Center offers a range of tailored services designed to make the
enrollment process seamless and hassle-free. Our dedicated team is ready to assist
you with OLR (Online Registration) using our convenient one-on-one support from our
administrative assistants. Additionally, we have bilingual staff members on hand to
cater to the needs of our diverse community. We understand the importance of
identifying and assisting homeless youth, and we have specialized programs to
support. Furthermore, we offer services related to hospital homebound programs and
can guide you through the enrollment process for various programs.

At the Henry County Schools' Welcome Center, we take pride in being the bridge
between families and other District Office departments. Our collaboration with
external community agencies enables us to cater to the unique needs of Henry County
families effectively.

If you require assistance with enrollment or have any questions, please don't hesitate
to visit us at 166 Holly Smith Drive in McDonough. You can also reach us at 770-957-
3945. Our team is eager to serve you and support your journey with Henry County
Schools!

For more information, please visit our website at:
https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/147767
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https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/divisions/family-and-student-support-services/family-services/office-of-family-services/office-of-family-services


What is it? 

Phonological awareness is your child’s ability to hear and
manipulate sounds in spoken words. It means they can notice
things like: 

Words that rhyme 
How words can be broken into parts 
The beginning sounds in words 
Smaller sounds that make up words 

       (like in dog: /d/ /o/ /g/)

Why is it
important
for my
young
learner? 

Phonological Awareness skills help children get ready to read
and spell! Reading isn’t just about knowing letters, it’s also
about understanding the sounds those letters represent. When
students can break words into sounds, they are more
prepared to sound out new words when reading and write
words when spelling. 
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WHAT IS...
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS? 

You don’t need fancy tools to strengthen your
student’s phonological sensitivity! 

Read rhyming books and ask questions like “what
rhymes with cat?” 
Show your child how to clap out syllables in their
name or common words (i.e. “cook-ie” gets 2
claps). 
Collect household items and sort them by
beginning sounds! 
Read, talk, sing, and play every day!

Practicing at Home
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LET’S READ! 

Find these books at
your Local Henry
County Library

Branch:

Getting ready for school can be overwhelming for young learners! Help your
child handle big feelings by having conversations about calming strategies and

reading books that support social-emotional learning.  

https://www.amazon.com/Color-Monster-Story-About-Emotions/dp/0316450014?crid=38401TP7KCNYQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Td9a6xAEuKmff9tvb4o8n3hlXjFg0B1Wcso8Kg0VB00oyAEunUxYKbae6x6s-mD2lE8uUyQW5euadKnrXsgisY1ZgEg_jFJ5UfykBKO8qnFhr44k0zUSswTWGNC8T8e8BwjwfwJLj0YDIBu5qMs-bi7xl9n53ukfbUpE6t9lGzHrYDFQIs27ML6vPhDSBvhtDNPirTTuqbcL40PoAA7cdWDlPYj42OuesFMrxNpDmdk.oBRpEAtin2nEjYgz0qniMl7pRWuUHM1OQPKvb8pjf_U&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+color+monster+book&qid=1747768332&sprefix=the+color+mon%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Heart-Feelings-Growing-Hearts/dp/1419713108?crid=1BKWG7A0ST9Q0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.-Am7WexBawWVLjNPFlyUQtICfuQv4jjB_PkeWikq2dD31d_Zo0cVpyE-ssoa9TtIe2Mr9s6wIBREJU1bJtFOPViVtpi30IS40EixZk3k4d1fb0EaxSal5cri_2Vhx2VRRrc07KGiE7tYXFqfX9lBKexFzrtTC7yiVzWVDt-goNih5TgEFJ9Og2T4DuMDBsGF1ogqefO4hcByvwekkH9VzQ1Z5xb9zWRDpTkQV4zuh9c._v3cL5UUFpgjGt-wAAOrr_PEBmYGEE3nFLaWKpHx35k&dib_tag=se&keywords=in+my+heart+a+book+of+feelings&qid=1747768390&sprefix=in+my+heart+%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Maisy-Goes-Preschool-First-Experiences/dp/0763650862?crid=3S494I0WOAC8C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SHq0-bdJWZSqq601tR5-U_zC-XDjmgwwIVT1q6KoBKn8q80cYg-A4TXtyGENHKXA_0wg-sovE-YvMFu3lUuVe7L_EEio7_e5CUXoDj3hhxCc3kFImQPAPthb2KuSYIrF9eLVQ-YnS55jiFFwyHfpxJElXynuAKb_anrq9K0-t2bEHuUKzRTm5nukse4JFpHsXrmvjved1oaDXLDxnBxgC7hVn8YWff_H9wFHtD9UUg8.i9fQ1c5NZmeVACu1ytOjShjH324rD0qaz4xGvLkWjg4&dib_tag=se&keywords=maisy+goes+to+preschool&qid=1747768470&sprefix=maisy+goes+to+%2Caps%2C122&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/My-Magic-Breath-Finding-Breathing/dp/006268776X?crid=3MZPT7F9Y5OGI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p-mEZiAz2sZxRq2KPgj6mIsgscjqzJ7o7HSqQ4_kQyWKm19YaIHG3qhP7uKPGPyVE76tMnvyV6WQ-Bx7dulq8n3xZppDgaDhqTUPbdlBVLWKRbnIiak3rReGiLvOqo5ehrxed3IfBk1vEDk_A3rboqdK6UVsrbT9XHC3HVNcBizt5k7QUxJBs5K_VJVjUGuJrA69m3jV6o57zva8zjWxTc1WxDAqWRz0wYfDNFsFMFA.y6EuYZfoeduDoi_L-3YxC6xHlAXIThOE41JfrjtmhUU&dib_tag=se&keywords=my+magic+breath%27&qid=1747768834&sprefix=my+magic+breath%27%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Peaceful-SPOT-Story-Mindfulness/dp/1951287088?crid=84WMDBWU52P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qcTeGMfy4TLW2q1A-qjWMCbFzwtoTgbfvGp0S3jtboKdBUzCAbygmRhToePwrMjw94YBNk3QJ4nXvYkqIj-heosLzm94sDkeaohdIfQE70mON8Qe9y3-lw0ILsUVg6QBs0ZvPlrccAonQjaQ9baDKqi5iHULI5sZq-NiCQqqJZBkD0scDLtgytP_PHhn2KVMc_lJuYj4APvl8z5wCy-Cfue5GpmiL5t--ue2E_ZvWKc.8OCVhsdiXK2fbJRKxPnqAPF2bHS6EUwE6GL6LHF_at0&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+little+spot+of+calm&qid=1747768913&sprefix=a+little+spot+of+calm%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Sophie-Angry-Really-Really-Scholastic-Bookshelf/dp/0439598451?crid=DK4MU00JBVBE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Qpgdv80gRvf2m2WmV0jBqcYNCNvJf5tBHwpkbq-TYSKeJuffRFM-Kn_Vcste9eEmw9pHAEYoZP06eNG5JZXQeBeLcMbAHISLBVfcIE363k9kr5MB4PFVa1_jMGy1roVEn-ZvPht8ge55V3u04dIRpkT-YbXckATOikaad2MXESDak5M7228uwe5OvsiClp3epw2ojRrcJUPrcghIph5zH9F7-1LNwNVg-1Uyi-AEQLo.uFLlbwn6ADmcA0bb3C4dYewngSjk5G4CPxEO2ktjOK8&dib_tag=se&keywords=when+sophie+gets+angry+really+really+angry&qid=1747769094&sprefix=when+sop%2Caps%2C139&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wemberly-Worried-Kevin-Henkes/dp/0061857769?crid=3V8G9PK9HM6UC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XZeqYzLPVM1TrSmcT4NWgt2cVA5Ugh7Fu9RbvuecMaAhPFcQfSb2T8LDgFeSii4sC6lxePEWkXtveA-j-0N1geL6jbuf7OYYgDKBdyIyCx-MEKQL3IxFaRsGUAI_W5hDEuQ0KITehwILyOoBAfJtVI7jYh1ounXjJybNEHD2Xq9jhMRp-lSYuG7ohsHWPWJt6BEhXQrVlDc60Lwr-a_ClW3_m5i8eNUUuj10HCsSKww.4N21w7RjYB2oZZbtCf98OwnT7zugfSsiHmv4uVLuA0g&dib_tag=se&keywords=wemberly+worried&qid=1747769251&sprefix=wember%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Feelings-bestselling-creators-Welcome/dp/0525579745?crid=13VAULLJXTGV7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lT9V1ANdczjTkqRWGgdIfFYW9pUD5nqaj8K4zlaGfpXb5XTgnzG0oZIfGbFXYZbuuX28w9mYXfJUTu56aqvGErcZFnpRm7Kz2fZu0pbh0IzrRTr5H-tg-mJfXbKIKM0S95mvppeVfaovv_5eBHWbHRBAz97xXazEre5Wropg0EG8wPTWdEjw2Va_Hk4Vc8SLO5NgDr8fQQ1BejnWumZu9YpXFoqB0fsk1DtLghLiIHE.d90mCEjhtwDY5v8AUT_0uaZdBKYxQ6xwyBDKbZKZkXI&dib_tag=se&keywords=all+are+welcome+book&qid=1747769316&sprefix=all+are+w%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-3
https://henrylibraries.org/how_can_i/let_the_library_help_me/find_a_librarys_location_and_hours.php
https://henrylibraries.org/how_can_i/let_the_library_help_me/find_a_librarys_location_and_hours.php
https://henrylibraries.org/how_can_i/let_the_library_help_me/find_a_librarys_location_and_hours.php


Henry County Schools - https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/

Henry County Library System - https://henrylibraries.org/

Henry County Parks and Recreation -
https://www.henrycountyga.gov/309/Parks-Recreation

 Ferst Readers - https://ferstreaders.org/

Bright from the Start - http://www.decal.ga.gov/

CDC Developmental Milestones - 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html

Department of Public Health -

https://www.district4health.org/locations/henry-county/
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HCS EVENTS

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

First Day of School: July 31  st

Labor Day, No School: September 1  st

Fall Break, No School: September
15 - 19  th th

 

https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/
https://henrylibraries.org/
https://www.henrycountyga.gov/309/Parks-Recreation
https://ferstreaders.org/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
https://www.district4health.org/locations/henry-county/


Our award-winning Henry County Board of Education is comprised of six members.

Pictured from left to right are Pam Nutt (District 1 Representative),  Annette Edwards

(District 2 Representative and Vice Chair), Sophe Pope (District 4 Representative and

Chair), Superintendent Dr. John Pace III, Holly Cobb (District 3 Representative), and

Makenzie McDaniel (District 5 Representative). Board members are elected by the

citizens of Henry County to a four-year term of service. The Board meets at least once a

month. Remaining meetings for 2025 are scheduled on: 

 

August 11 

September 8 

October 13 

November 10 

December 8 

Each meeting date has a Study Session at 4:00 p.m. and a Business Session at 7:00 p.m.

The general public is invited to attend all meetings and can also stream each meeting at

home.  

For more information about the Board of Education Governance Team, visit

https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/9

For more information on Board of Education meetings, visit:

https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/8
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HENRY COUNTY SCHOOLS BOARD
OF EDUCATION

https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/9
https://www.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/8

