
August 7, 2025

Message from the Mayor:

Hello Medford!

Summer has been flying by, and it's hard to believe that we're
already planning for fall events and projects. In July, we
hosted the Poet Laureate Installation Ceremony for Max
Heinegg, launched our new Adopt-a-Site program, began our
Back to School Supply Drive, and more.

Here are some of our recent updates:

Residents, businesses, and organizations are encouraged to join our newly
launched Adopt-a-Site program to help beautify public spaces across Medford.
Participants will adopt and maintain a site in the City, but more information is
available here!
Seniors, ages 60 and over, can apply for the annual Senior Work-Off Abatement
Program until August 8 at 3pm! More information on the program is available here.
To obtain the application packet, contact Pam Kelly at pkelly@medford-ma.gov or
781-396-6010.
Back to school preparations have begun for many in Medford - including our annual
Back to School Supply Drive. If you'd like to participate, please bring new, unused
donations to the Mayor's Office at City Hall by August 14.
Run Medford is a little over a month away - September 26 & 27! Sign up to run,
walk, or roll with us now at runmedford.com and check out all the different events
we're hosting from the Kids Fun Run, to the Para-mile, to the main race day events.
I am working with the City Council to give the Community Development Board, City
staff, and the community more time to digest and understand proposed changes to
our zoning. It is my hope that a new timeline for the zoning project will be released
after Labor Day - stay tuned!

If you have questions, comments, or want to learn of ways you can get involved, please
email me at mayor@medford-ma.gov.

Thanks for reading!

 

Poet Laureate Installation

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/599522b818ed448eb8ff96133e9d5ea2
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-opening-application-for-senior-work-off-real-estate-tax-abatement-program
mailto:pkelly@medford-ma.gov
https://www.runmedford.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=cityofmedford&nav=02174e71-2119-4541-9bb2-4be6fbb89871


We've officially installed our third Poet Laureate, Max Heinegg!

Max will serve a two-year term and build on the incredible work of past Poet Laureates
Vijaya Sundaram and Terry Carter. Max is a long time Medford Public Schools teacher,
musician, and has published multiple poetry collections. His deep ties to education and the
community will suit him well as he takes over this important role.

Join me in congratulating Max!

Back to School Supply Drive



Our annual Back to School Supply Drive is happening now until August 14!

We are looking for new, unused items for local students. The full list of accepted supplies
is in the flyer above. To donate, please drop off supplies at the Mayor’s Office in City Hall,
Room 202, during regular business hours.

Zoning

As mentioned above, I am working with the City Council to give the Community
Development Board, City staff, and the community more time to digest and understand
proposed changes to our zoning. It is my hope that a new timeline for the zoning project
will be released after Labor Day.

Until then, the Community Development Board is continuing to meet on proposed changes
to our zoning. Their most recent meeting on August 6th discussed Medford Square and
West Medford Square, and both topics have been continued to a future meeting.

The most recent proposal for Medford Square allows for mixed use development with a
range of subdistrict areas zoned for maximum base heights of 4 to 8 stories and 5 to 12
stories with incentivized zoning. Under the current zoning, certain permitted structures are
permitted to be 15 stories by height.

The most recent proposal for West Medford Square allows for mixed-use developments
with areas zoned from a maximum base height of 5 stories to possibly 9 stories, with
incentivized zoning. Under the current zoning, parcels zoned as Commercial 1 are allowed
to be 15 stories by right.



If you have questions, please email OCD@medford-ma.gov. For more information on
zoning, visit medfordma.org/zoning.

Invasive Plant Walk

The City of Medford is coordinating an educational group walking tour to help residents
identify invasive plant species and learn how to properly remove them, with a focus on
black swallow-wort. Residents, property owners, and guests are welcome to join the
walking tour at Victory Park on Wednesday, August 13th at 3:00pm. This free event is in
partnership with Wilderscaping, a local Medford landscaping company that specializes in
invasive plant management. 

To learn more about how to identify invasive plants that are impacting Medford
neighborhoods, visit https://www.medfordma.org/departments/mayors-office/invasives-
plants

This tour will be conducted over paved and unpaved/uneven surfaces; traveling over
certain site conditions may be difficult for residents with mobility challenges. Gardening
hand tools, gloves, and waste removal bags will be provided. 

Clippership Pop-Up Park

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmedfordma.org%2Fzoning%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExZHZjaGJVZ3dUZTFzeVAyawEeSf1Ek8BJUHId5v-brmAA5L165P6sLdm0PMHX6brjstiagVrB4GQCVdCFTnM_aem_XcMMFAoonqwicFOU9OeZ2w&h=AT0kP2ApN5jetuFC58S2gwARUR64P7UiAZgNbof2QznDZZtb5uuso3jzbuk9TAfE90Gae7JdQxQxH192l0CJLQCPRE7BMtl5MTEkLGaq9tjLpR0ry54_DcpwHv0clhvBlIYVIUQHYbMwnDxC&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT35HS0cbIG6XH2W2YgcFldRqFEsTT-Dxnv4WOCrsWER5B3RGonqIKGibFq88UPtghfsVy8BNlKPQGciDFMsA1XviuwPjxN0VgxQgI_NU2ZjExlCwIbw_9AvJ68yQLBkzgBHIlsnULdb1uy0cdsPSiounxLjbMXakRbLgFIc1nsThjxY3-IEHtwfQ-jsx_o
https://wilderscap.ing/
https://www.medfordma.org/departments/mayors-office/invasives-plants


What a gorgeous day at our Pop-Up Park in Medford Square!

Thank you Medford Brewing Company for hosting Brews, Beats, and Bites and thank you
to all our city staff who painted, helped plan, and made it happen! 3 more dates to go:
August 9, 16, and 23. Don’t miss it!

Looking for an outdoor event space for your next celebration? The Clippership Pop-up
Park, located on Riverside Ave, is now available to rent for public and private events!

Whether you’re a business looking to host a pop-up event or a resident wanting to host a
party, have it at Clippership!

You can check the park’s availability here:
https://medfordma.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilityID=14807 and submit a
rental application here:
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/29f4bbaacec348158950818527673148.

Recent News
Voting Information for the
September 16th Municipal
Preliminary Election for City
Council

Medford Opening Applications
for Senior Work Off Real Estate
Tax Abatement Program

The City of Medford Council on Aging
and Office of the Assessor invites
seniors, ages 60 and over, to apply for
the Senior Work-Off Abatement
Program. Through this program,

https://www.facebook.com/medfordbrewingcompany?__cft__[0]=AZW-_EqR0pV4l3pxI0OjSrxB19Jz_7cZn2ouKfKFGl6Ip-BeL8E2CcU_xXzliWuxtvAYCOBpsTsqEMyY4se41GinFzGhd7Rpfe5dtM_VzeJ04SY7qsBn0BAmwAOaERcJpFPVMjkGNEpSoPZ3aI9-W_vfVE_Qob3IqNFoIVojpjRgyLkm59XxXmEHfU81hBRKRpQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://medfordma.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilityID=14807
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/29f4bbaacec348158950818527673148


Early voting for the September
16th Municipal Preliminary Election
will be held from Saturday, September
6th through Friday, September 12th in
the City of Medford. In Medford, there
will only be a preliminary for the City
Council race, with the top 14
candidates heading to the ballot in
November. Early voting will take place
in the Alden Memorial Chambers at
Medford City Hall, 85 George P.
Hassett Dr.

Read more here.

Response from Mayor Breanna
Lungo-Koehn Regarding
Council President Bears’s
Proposed Shared Path Forward
on the Rezoning Process

Mayor Lungo-Koehn released the
following response regarding City
Council President Zac Bears’s
proposed shared path forward on the
citywide rezoning process. 

“As we move deeper into the zoning
process, I appreciate the proposal
from Council President Bears and his
willingness to work collaboratively on
this deeply complicated and divisive
issue. I’m thankful that my multiple
emails, where I tried to engage, to the
Council leadership on May 22, June 16
and July 15, as well as my letters to
the Community Development Board on
January 22 and June 17, 2025 urging
a slowdown were finally considered."

Read the full statement here.

Traffic Disruption Notice for

seniors have the opportunity to lower
their real estate tax payments by
temporarily working for the City.
Preference will be given to Seniors
that have not participated in previous
years. 

The work program will begin on
September 2, 2025, and must be
completed on or before February 20,
2026. 

Learn more here.

Medford Launches “Adopt-a-
Site" Program

The City has launched an Adopt-a-Site
program to help beautify public spaces
across Medford, announced Mayor
Breanna Lungo-Koehn. All individuals,
businesses, and organizations are
encouraged to adopt and maintain an
available public space.

The goal of this program is to enhance
and beautify public sites, traffic
islands, and other green spaces
throughout the City of Medford by
enlisting the support of businesses,
civic groups, institutions, and
individuals to serve as sponsors.

Participants will sign up for an
available location and agree to invest
"sweat equity," meaning they commit
to maintaining the space (planting
flowers, removing weeds, ensuring the
area stays clean, etc.). In return for
these efforts, the City will install a sign
on the site acknowledging the
adopter(s) of the space.

Read more here.

West Nile Virus Confirmed in
Mosquitoes from Medford, MA

The Massachusetts Department of
Public Health (MDPH) announced that
West Nile virus (WNV) has been
detected in mosquitoes collected from
Medford, Massachusetts on
7/15/25. In 2024, 8,597 mosquito
samples were tested for WNV and 333
samples were positive in
Massachusetts.

WNV is most commonly transmitted to

https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/voting-information-for-the-september-16th-municipal-preliminary-election-for-city-council
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/response-from-mayor-breanna-lungo-koehn-regarding-council-president-bearss-proposed-shared-path-forward-on-the-rezoning-process
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-opening-application-for-senior-work-off-real-estate-tax-abatement-program
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-launches-adopt-a-site-program


Run Medford Event Weekend

The Medford Police Department and
Run Medford Race Officials have
released a list of road closures and
streets impacted during the Run
Medford Race Event on Saturday,
September 27. The police are planning
to reopen roads on a rolling basis,
meaning that as the last runners pass,
roads will begin to reopen.  

The closures are expected to take
place between 7:30 AM and 10:00
AM. 

View the streets impacted here.

humans by the bite of an infected
mosquito. The mosquitoes that carry
this virus are common throughout the
state and are found in urban as well
as more rural areas. While WNV can
infect people of all ages, people over
the age of 50 are at higher risk for
severe infection. 

Learn about common sense
precautions that can be taken here.

Brazilian Independence Day

Save the date for our Brazilian Independence Day celebration on August 16 at 1pm at City
Hall! This is a free, family-friendly event featuring kids’ activities, live music, authentic food,
and more.  

https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/traffic-disruption-notice-for-run-medford-events-weekend
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/west-nile-virus-confirmed-in-mosquitoes-from-medford-ma


Sarah Bradlee Fulton Statue at City Hall
Be a part of Medford history! A local nonprofit, Looking
Back at Medford History, is currently raising money for a
statue of Sarah Bradlee Fulton in honor of the 250th

anniversary of the American Revolution.

Sarah was a hero of the war, serving as a spy for General
Washington’s army, organizing a boycott of British goods,
and setting up a makeshift hospital for those injured at
Bunker Hill – to name a few of her heroic actions. In her
honor, we are building a 6-foot bronze statue set on a 2-
foot base to be installed at Medford City Hall.

You can help support this important piece of history by
donating to get the statue built. A $10,000 match on
donations has been committed by Robert Bonsignore. To
donate, visit www.lookingbackatmedfordhistory.com or

mail checks to Looking Back at Medford History Inc., 31 Hickory Ave., Medford, MA
02155. 

Run Medford
Run Medford is back on September 26 and
27, 2025 for the 5-mile race, 2-mile walk,
Jerry’s Run for All Ages 5K, kids fun run,
and more!

Registration is open NOW at
runmedford.com. You can view road
closures and traffic disruptions by visiting
runmedford.com/directions-road-closures.

More July News
The Clippership Connector is now open and it is
awesome. It connects Medford Square to the Middle
Schools and beyond!

Thank you to DCR, the past and present city teams, and
advocates for making it a reality!

http://www.lookingbackatmedfordhistory.com/
https://www.runmedford.com/directions-road-closures


I was honored to congratulate the cadet
graduates on July 18 and thank the
Medford Police Department for hosting
such a wonderful summer camp for our
middle schoolers!

Congratulations to all! Keep leading with
respect, kindness and teamwork.

So excited to finally join the Mystic River Watershed
Association to help pull invasives from our beautiful
Mystic River!

What a great turnout. (And don’t forget to pull all of
the invasives from around your home or
neighborhood if you have a few minutes).

I stopped by the second floor of
the Medford Public Library to
welcome INspire Cafe, the new cafe cart
that is continuing the proud legacy of
Chapters!

Many of the same employees are
continuing here and I'm grateful that there
will be more employment opportunities for
people with diverse abilities.

Congratulations to the team at Inspire and
be sure to stop by and grab a drink or a
bite between 10am and 2pm Tuesday to
Saturday!

The Clippership Pop-up Park got a fresh coat of
paint and is ready to host some wonderful
events this summer! Thanks to those in our
Planning, Development and Sustainability Office
and HR Office for lending a hand!

https://www.facebook.com/medfordmasspolice?__cft__[0]=AZUWsnS6jhXejEO4m6_uiGnXZt9-P5Zc01k9Nf3C5hULrIJ4N0k6BFX3W-MYpSnVDDEgOD1moyAPTFax7exk1u75jjjVqRDJXQU67d4R6CFlJpir5mlietuwou68gOTN7YXFWOSwIOSbLw3VZaFsS6qw7FUzMaTZtqYjR-ga-5z0ize-jah9tlpgxBJ4YD-uO0s&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MysticRiverWatershedAssoc?__cft__[0]=AZXEtizOyJilnXNdr9vygwZscuGPwb1mBJz3jIRb9D0YEhjq3dG0x5ULPZkYNastZxZkxzvA9g9MiI4XVmuofvOkl6qkEJ_zbQrXxTha-jzpH7FWS4BCxAWYo11g4E7gTQ-lnSR1tadf6g60x7NMST7pkkF764hlvsErbXabSmeR7HDUW0RAbRIJveb-wD3OHhg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MedfordLibrary?__tn__=-]K*F
https://www.facebook.com/inspirecafeorg?__tn__=-]K*F


Stay in the Know!

Sign up for City Alerts!

Sign up for City alerts at
medfordma.org/alerts ​ to stay updated on all
the latest news from the City.

You can receive notifications by phone, text
or email, or all three.

Sign up here to receive Go Green Medford's periodic newsletter with updates on
programs, events, and other news from the Office of Planning, Development, and
Sustainability!

Check out the Medford Public Library's Newsletter! The letter contains information on
events, library hours, and more! The newsletter is available to view online and to sign up
for here: medfordlibrary.org/newsletter/

City Council has launched a monthly newsletter! Sign up to receive the newsletter
delivered directly to your inbox here. You can see past versions of the newsletter at
www.medfordma.org/citycouncil.

Upcoming Events + Meetings
All events and meetings are listed on the City's online events calendar. Meetings and

event details are added frequently, so please check the calendar for updates.

EVENTS/HOLIDAYS ​
August 9: Brews, Bites and Beats
August 13: Invasive Plant Walk
August 16: Brazilian
Independence Day Celebration
August 16: Brews, Bites and

MEETINGS

August 7
9:00am: National Purple Heart Day
Breakfast
6:00pm: City Council Planning and
Permitting Committee Meeting

https://medfordenergy.org/gogreen/newsletter-sign-up/
https://medfordlibrary.org/newsletter/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOo4TBO_-Y_DNOSoRv88_IQ8RADV8LKVGAuzHMtzZZyiQKcQ/viewform
http://www.medfordma.org/citycouncil
https://www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar


Beats
August 23: Brews, Bites and
Beats
September 1: Labor Day - City
Hall Closed

Save the dates:
September 20 & 21: Citywide Yard
Sale and Lemonade Stands
September 26 & 27: Run Medford

August 11
7:00pm: Historical Commission
Meeting

August 12
7:00pm: Community Garden
Commission Meeting
7:00pm: Oak Grove Cemetery
Commission Meeting

August 13
6:00pm: Affordable Housing Trust
Board Meeting

August 14
6:00pm: Historic District
Commission Meeting

Job Opportunities
The City of Medford currently has several open job opportunities, and we encourage
residents of all backgrounds to apply! Open positions, job descriptions, and materials are
available at medfordma.org/jobs. The webpage is updated regularly, but current
opportunities include:

Current Positions:
PW14 MEO Mechanic/Welder
PW10 MEO III Maintenance Craftsperson & Laborer
Supervisor of Water and Sewer
Assistant City Engineer
PW5.5 MEO II & Laborer
PW10 MEO III Working Foreperson
Assistant Transportation Engineer
Civil Project Manager

Other/Ongoing Positions:
Traffic Supervisors

To apply, visit medfordma.org/for-residents/jobs, or contact the City’s Office of Human
Resources at 781-393-2406.

Medford city services are available to all residents, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, religion, age, language ability, economic situation, or immigration status.
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