
Southeast Service Cooperative 15th Annual 
Young Authors, Young Artists Middle School Conference 

For students in grades 6-8 
       Thursday, October 23, 2025  
 

Registration for the Young Authors, Young Artists Middle School Conference will be 
accepted on a first-registered basis. There will be 190 seats for students in grades 6-8. 
 
Early Bird Registration (Open Now – October 2) - $52 per student 
Standard Registration (October 3 – October 16) - $62 per student 
 
Students will choose 4 sessions from knowledgeable presenters. Every effort will be 
made to grant your requests as space allows, but we cannot guarantee that your 
student will get all four of the requested sessions. This conference will be held at the 
Wood Lake Meeting Center in Rochester.

 
Sessions & Presenters 

 

 

A. Paper Bead Making. Learn tips and tricks to creating paper 
beads with owner of Craft Lab, Megan Butts. You will learn 
how to cut and roll paper to create different shaped 
beads. We will then turn them into a keychain to take 
home. Be warned though, bead making is very fun! 
Presented by: Megan Butts 
 

B. Make 'em Sweat. Let's find out what makes a plot boil 
with tension! You'll be writing short scene bursts to propel 
your character through suspense-filled action. And to get 
the creativity flowing, you'll be moving more than your 
pencil! Presented by: Mary Bleckwehl 
 

C. Monsters. Just in time for Halloween, this pottery class 
will have you crafting your own spooky pinch pot 
monsters! You will learn hand-building techniques, you’ll 
design, sculpt, and decorate your monsters, adding your 
own eerie touches to bring them to life.   
Presented by: Anna Kjose 
 

D. Comic Jam! Collaborate with your fellow students to draw 
hilarious comics together! You draw the first panel of your 
comic, then pass it to someone else, who will draw the 
next panel, and so on! How will these stories turn out by 
the end? Presented by: Micah Amundsen 
 

E. Printmaking with Tongue Twister Illustrations. Have you 
ever tried to say a tongue twister multiple times in a row 
and found your speech twisted up? Try saying, "Sally Sells 
seashells by the Seashore" again and again fast…a little 
tricky, right? Well this session will have us laughing as we 

try to say tongue twisters that exist or we write our own to 
stump others. As you write or recite, we will create 
backwards text of the sayings along with illustration on a 
foam plate and explore a printmaking technique. 
Presented by: Joy Blewett 
 

F. Junk Journal. Make your very own journal from 
repurposed materials! If you love to write, doodle, have a 
place to tuck little treasures, or just want a place for your 
creativity to flow, then these fun journals are for you. You 
will get to learn how to put together and bind your very 
own journal using all sorts of recycled and repurposed 
materials. Once your journal is complete, the options with 
what you can do in them and with them are endless! 
Presented by: Nancy Unnasch 

 
G. Needle Felted Fall. Create your own fall inspired little 

needle felted landscape. Using felt sheets, wool and felting 
needles, you will create your own scene.  Learn the basics 
of needle felting and then felt away using fall colors to 
inspire your creation! Presented by: Stena Lieb 

 
If you have questions, please contact: 

Katie Hartman, khartman@ssc.coop, (507) 281-6667 

Conference Schedule 
8:30 am   Check-in Opens 
9:00‐9:05 am   Announcements 
9:05‐10:05 am   Session 1 
10:10‐11:10 am  Session 2 
11:10‐11:45 am  Lunch 
      (Bring your own, refrigeration not provided) 
11:50‐12:50 pm   Session 3 
12:55‐1:55 pm  Session 4 
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OPTIONAL – STEP ONE: Secure Student Spots 
You can secure student spots (and early bird pricing) prior to registration. This would guarantee your students a spot in 
the conference, before having to collect registration forms from students. You should contact Katie Hartman with the 
number of spots you’d like to reserve. 
 
 
STEP TWO: Ready to register? 
Visit: www.ssc.coop/student-programs/yaya-ms 
Download the “Student Registration” Excel spreadsheet and enter the information requested. List four sessions you 
would like to attend. Every effort will be made to grant your requests as space allows, but we cannot guarantee that you 
will get all of your requested sessions. Assignments are made based on many factors.  Re-save this spreadsheet and 
email it to: khartman@ssc.coop Additional instructions will be provided to you upon receiving this file. 
All registrations must be submitted on the Excel spreadsheet. 
 
 
STEP THREE: Payment 

• Purchase Order (mail, email or fax) 
• Checks (payable to SSC) and mailed to the address below 
• Credit Card: Please email Katie and she will invoice you - khartman@ssc.coop 

 
Mailing Address: 
Southeast Service Cooperative 
Attn: Katie Hartman 
210 Wood Lake Drive SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 
 
Fax: (507) 288-7663 
Email: khartman@ssc.coop 
 
 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact: 
Katie Hartman, khartman@ssc.coop, (507) 281-6667 
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