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Dear Griswold Elementary School Families, 

Welcome back to a new school year! We hope you had a joyful and restful summer filled 
with fun, family, and reading. We are excited to open our doors once again and continue 
building a strong and supportive learning community together. 

At GES, we remain committed to providing a positive, inclusive, and engaging 
environment where every child can grow academically, socially, and emotionally. This 
year, we continue our work with Kindness in the Classroom, a program that empowers 
students to practice respect, caring, inclusiveness, integrity, responsibility, and courage in 
their daily lives. Our goal is to foster a school culture where all students feel seen, valued, 
and safe. 

As we dive into the 2025-2026 school year, we are proud to align our literacy efforts with 
Connecticut Reads 2025, the state’s initiative to ensure that every student is reading 
proficiently by the end of third grade. We are focused on delivering high quality 
instruction and personalized support to help all learners become confident, capable 
readers. 

We encourage families to celebrate the joy of learning at home by participating in two 
exciting statewide initiatives: 

●​ The Governor’s Summer Reading Program (click the link - Connecticut Reads) 
helps students maintain and grow their reading skills over the summer months. If 
your child participated, please send in their completed reading log during the first 
week of school so we can celebrate their achievement!​
 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/ctread/connecticut-reads


●​ The Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenge (click the link - Connecticut 
Summer Math Challenge) supports mathematical thinking and problem-solving 
throughout the summer. Students who completed math challenges can also 
submit their materials when they return to school. 

Thank you for your continued partnership. Together, we can make this a year full of 
discovery, kindness, and success. Please look for future communications, including 
teacher welcome letters, supply lists, and important dates.  

GES Open House/Orientation Dates  

●​ Grades 1 and 2 - August 26 (your child’s teacher will send you a specific time) 
●​ Preschool - August 27, AM students 9:30 / PM students 10:30  
●​ Kindergarten - August 27, 1:00  
●​ Grades 3 and 4 - August 27 (your child’s teacher will send you a specific time) 

We can’t wait to welcome our students back on the first day of school on Thursday, 
August 28! 

With gratitude and excitement,​

Joe Bordeau, Principal and Jackie Love, Assistant Principal 

https://portal.ct.gov/sde/math/summer-math-challenge
https://portal.ct.gov/sde/math/summer-math-challenge

