
6th Grade ELAR Instructional Plan: First Semester 

 

Course Overview 

Welcome to  6th grade ELAR. This course plays a crucial role in the educational development of 

a student by equipping them with essential knowledge, skills, and critical thinking abilities 

relevant to the subject area. It promotes intellectual growth, enhances problem-solving 

capabilities, and fosters a deeper understanding of real-world applications. Through structured 

content, interactive learning, and practical activities, students are encouraged to explore 

concepts in depth, apply them in diverse contexts, and develop academic discipline. 

Additionally, the course helps build communication, collaboration, and research skills—key 

components of success in higher education and future careers.. 

 

Contact Information 

Teacher Name: Ms. McMahan 

Email: chelsey.mcmahan@midlandisd.net​
Phone: (432) 240-6662 

 

Classroom Expectations 

In 6th Grade ELAR, we strive to create a classroom environment that is respectful, safe, 

engaging, and focused on learning. The classroom should be a space where every student 

feels valued, supported, and challenged to grow in reading, writing, speaking, and listening 

skills. 

 

Schoolwide or Grade-Level Expectations 

These expectations are often aligned with school-wide behavior standards such as: 

1.​ Be Respectful​
 

○​ Use kind words and appropriate language.​
 

○​ Listen actively when others are speaking.​
 

○​ Follow directions the first time.​
 

2.​ Be Responsible​
 

○​ Come prepared with materials and assignments.​
 

○​ Take ownership of your learning and actions.​
 

○​ Manage time wisely and stay on task.​
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3.​ Be Safe​
 

○​ Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.​
 

○​ Use materials and technology appropriately.​
 

○​ Follow classroom and school safety procedures.​
 

 

What That Looks Like in the Classroom 

●​ Students raising their hand to speak and listening without interrupting.​
 

●​ Working cooperatively in group activities, sharing ideas respectfully.​
 

●​ Turning in assignments on time and being honest in their work.​
 

●​ Keeping personal space tidy and treating classroom materials with care.​
 

●​ Asking for help when needed and supporting peers positively.​
 

 

How Students Will Learn These Expectations 

●​ First Week Activities: Expectations will be introduced clearly through class 

discussions, modeling, role-playing, and visual charts.​
 

●​ Ongoing Reinforcement: Expectations will be reviewed regularly, integrated into 

lessons, and posted in the classroom.​
 

●​ Positive Reinforcement: Students will receive praise, points, or rewards (if part of 

the class management system) for consistently meeting expectations.​
 

●​ Classroom Discussions: Opportunities to reflect on why expectations matter and how 

they help everyone succeed.​
 

 

What Happens if Expectations Are Not Met 

If a student does not meet expectations, the following steps may occur: 
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1.​ Gentle Reminder: A verbal cue or signal to refocus behavior.​
 

2.​ Warning: A clear statement about the behavior and what needs to change.​
 

3.​ Reflection Time: The student may fill out a reflection sheet or take a short break to 

reset.​
 

4.​ Parent Contact: If behavior continues, communication will be made with the student's 

parent or guardian.​
 

5.​ Office Referral: For serious or repeated issues, the student may be referred to 

administration following school discipline policies.​
 

The goal is always to help students learn from their mistakes and make better choices moving 

forward. 

 

Attendance Policy & Its Importance 

Attendance matters because every day in school is a chance to learn, grow, and 

succeed. When students are present, they have the opportunity to: 

●​ Understand lessons fully by hearing the teacher’s explanations and participating in 

class discussions.​
 

●​ Ask questions and get help when something is confusing.​
 

●​ Work with classmates on group activities and build teamwork skills.​
 

●​ Stay caught up on assignments, projects, and important instructions.​
 

●​ Build strong habits like responsibility, time management, and commitment.​
 

When students miss school, even just a day or two, it can be hard to catch up on what they 

missed. Regular attendance helps students stay on track, feel confident in their learning, and be 

part of the classroom community. 

Being in school every day shows that students are dedicated to their education—and that 

effort adds up to long-term success! 
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Please notify the school if your child will be absent. Frequent or extended absences may 

make it more difficult for your child to learn necessary foundational skills that ensure student 

success this year and in future school years.  

 

 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of the first semester, students will be able to: 

 

 

 

 
 

Course Resources 

-​ Amplify ELAR TX (6-8) 
-​ i-Ready: Personal Pathway, i-Ready suggested resources (6-8) 
-​ Lowman Education 

 

Grading Policy 

According to Midland ISD Grading Policy:  

A. The following percentages shall determine the cumulative grade for each reporting period. 

Grade 6: Major assignments - 60% Minor assignments 40% which may include homework; 

however, homework may not constitute more than one fourth of the minor assessment 

summative grade.  
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B. During each grading period: a. At least one grade will be taken for each subject each week. 

b. At least two minor assignments grades and two major assignments grades will be taken. 

 

 C. Each grade entered in the grade book must be clearly labeled by assignment and date.  

 

D. All grades must be recorded numerically on a scale from 0-100.  

 

E. A third party must be able to interpret the grade book accurately and independently to verify 

any summative evaluation that has been given. Any weighting or special methods of calculating 

summative evaluation must be clearly explained in the grade book and approved by the 

principal.  

 

F. The district's electronic grading system will not record a grade of less than 50 as a grading 

period average unless the teacher has overridden the automatic grade assignment as permitted 

by state law.  

 

G. In the determination of a six weeks' grade, no single grade should constitute more than 30% 

of the student's six weeks' average. 

 

School-wide System of Communication 

To keep families informed, involved, and connected to the classroom, we will use the following 

communication tools throughout the school year: 

1. ClassDojo 

ClassDojo will be our primary platform for daily updates. 

●​ Teachers will post announcements, reminders, and photos of classroom activities.​
 

●​ Individual messages can be sent between teachers and families for quick, private 

communication about student progress or concerns.​
 

●​ Parents are encouraged to check the app regularly and turn on notifications.​
 

2. Blackboard 

Blackboard will be used for more formal communications and important school-wide updates. 

●​ This includes report card access, major announcements, grade-level news, and district 

messages.​
 

●​ Families can log in to view grades, assignments, and attendance records.​
 

3. Weekly Newsletters 
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A newsletter will be sent out each week to share what students are learning in ELAR, 

upcoming events, project deadlines, and tips for supporting learning at home. 

●​ Newsletters may be sent via email, posted on ClassDojo, or printed and sent home with 

students.​
 

●​ They will include highlights from the week and a preview of what’s coming next.​
 

 

Staying Connected 

We believe that strong communication between school and home leads to greater student 

success. Please don’t hesitate to reach out through any of the above platforms with questions or 

concerns. We value your partnership and look forward to a great year of learning together! 

 

 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. We are excited to work together to 

make this a  successful year of learning! 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Please fill out the portion below and return this portion to your teacher.  

We acknowledge that we have read and that we understand the expectations in [grade 

level or course]. We agree to contact the teacher should we have any questions or 

concerns regarding this instructional plan.   

 

Parent Name: ________________________________ 

 

Student Name: ________________________________ 

 

Cell Phone Number: ____________________________ 

 

E-Mail: ______________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature : _________________________ 

 

Student Signature: _________________________ 

  

Date:____________ 
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