
 

                      
 Dear 6th South Families, 
 

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year at Monticello Trails Middle School. We 
anticipate an exciting year! Working together, we can provide your child with 
opportunities for academic and social growth. 

 
Communication is the key to any good relationship. Feel free to reach out to us 
whenever you have a question or concern regarding your child’s education. If 
your email needs to be updated, please contact the MTMS office to get 
your contact information updated in Skyward. Please feel free to call or 
email us whenever you have a question or concern regarding your child’s 
education. 

 
A copy of the sixth grade policies and course guidelines are included in this 
team packet. Please take time to review these procedures with your child. We 
look forward to working with you and your sixth grader this year at Monticello 
Trails Middle School. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
    6th South Team 

 
Mrs. Alicia Goetting - Social Studies agoetting@usd232.org *Team leader 
Mrs. Isabel Munrain - Math isabel.munrain@usd232.org *Team leader 
Mr. Tyler Watts - Science tyler.watts@usd232.org 

    Ms. Sarah Gilbert - ELA sgilbert@usd232.org 
    Mrs. Sarah Katsbulas - Pathways skatsbulas@usd232.org  
 
*Please contact team leader with any general questions/concerns 
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Team Policies 
 
Key Websites to Bookmark: 

1)​ Team Website 
2)​ Digital E-Genda 
3)​ Parent Cheat Sheet  
4)​ K12itc information  

 
Communication 

-Please send content concerns to the content teacher.  
-Email is the fastest mode of communication. We will communicate with you within twenty-four hours of 
initial contact. Our plan period is from 1:04-1:47pm.  
 
-You can also reach us through our district phone: 913-422-1100.                                   

Mr. Tyler Watts - Science tyler.watts@usd232.org ; ext. 3131 
Mrs. Isabel Munrain - Math isabel.munrain@usd232.org ; ext. 3436 
Ms. Sarah Gilbert -ELA sgilbert@usd232.org  ; ext. 3208 
Mrs. Alicia Goetting- Social Studies agoetting@usd232.org ; ext. 2295 
Mrs. Sarah Katsbulas - Pathways skatsbulas@usd232.org ; ext. 2416 

-Please direct general questions or concerns to Mrs. Goetting and she will communicate with the team.  
 
Note: Per district policy, we are unable to communicate with parents via text message or social media.  
 
-Our team will communicate with you weekly via Skyward Messenger. Please be on the lookout for  
Skyward emails from Mrs. Goetting that will contain the major information from the team for the 
upcoming week.  
 
                    

E-genda: Link HERE 
Keeping an agenda is an important skill to help with organization and time management. To facilitate this, 
we have created an online tool known as the E-genda. This is where we post 1) a snapshot of the daily 
objective for all core classes, and 2) upcoming homework/due dates.  

 
Pairing the E-Genda with their Agenda 
         They will be required to write down assignments in their agenda throughout the year.  
         The E-genda will be projected in WIN, which provides them with another time to fill out their agenda 
at the end of the day.  
 

Skyward: Digital Gradebook  
 

Skyward reflects your student’s grade for each class. Skyward holds all official grades, NOT Canvas. 
While some assignments might generate a grade on Canvas, that score is not indicative of their overall 
grade in the course. We encourage checking Skyward on a weekly basis.  
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Skyward Codes 

Code Definition 

NHI Not handed in. Typically accompanied by a 
score of zero.  

INC Incomplete. Assignment was turned in, but 
it does not meet basic requirements.  

LATE Assignment was received, but not on time.  

* Not graded. Please assume we have the 
assignment.  

 
  
        

Canvas: Digital Classroom  
​ Canvas is essentially the digital version of your child’s classroom. This is where they will go to 
access lessons, resources, and assignments. As a result, this is also where they will be required to submit 
digital assignments.  
​ How do I know if my student submitted their assignment? All assignments receive a timestamp. If 
your child did NOT receive a timestamp, they did NOT submit their assignment.  

 
Want to know what’s happening in Canvas?: We encourage you to get the pairing code from your 

student so you can be synced with their Canvas account. Here are directions to do so. 
 

Student Absences 
Students are responsible for completing the work they missed while absent, even if the absence is 

excused.   
 

When Absent: 
1)​ Check the E-Genda to see what we’ve done that day.  
2)​ Get on Canvas and complete anything that you can. 
3)​ Email teachers with any questions you might have.  

 
Absent for an extended period of time? 

1)​ Communicate with the team so we can create a game plan to help get students caught up. 
2)​ Stay after school the week upon your return to get caught up.  

 
Team Grading 

All core classes will base grades off total points. There are no weighted grades in 6 South. Students are able 
to redo assignments to improve their grade. 
 
LATE Assignments 

-​ Assignments will receive a maximum deduction of 10% if submitted past the due date.  
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Note: Absence policy still applies, but teachers will work with the student to help get them caught up.    
  

-​ Assignments cannot be accepted after the end of a quarter.   
 
Missing Work  

​ If a student turns in an assignment past the due date, there will be a maximum deduction of 10% on 
the deserved grade. 

​ If an assignment is not turned in, the student will receive a zero on the assignment. 
​ If your student has missing work, they have the opportunity to attend Timberwolf Success Program 
(TSP) in the library from 3:05-4:30 Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday every week. There is no 
school transportation provided after the conclusion of TSP. 

 
Behavior Expectations 

Basic supplies needed every day: 
1)​ Charged Macbook 
2)​ Binder  
3)​ Pencil 
4)​ Agenda 
5)​ Independent Reading Book 
6)​ Wired Earbuds (not wireless) 

 
Behavior Consequences  
See student handbook (student behavior expectations section) for behavior consequences.  
 
Tardies 
Students are expected to be in their class by the bell (unless they have a pass). If they arrive after the bell 
with no pass, they will be marked tardy.  
 
USD 232 Middle School Class Tardy Policy 

 Intervention 

1st tardy Warning 

2nd tardy Assigned consequence 

3rd tardy Assigned consequence and parent contact 

4th tardy or more Office referral resulting in disciplinary action 

 
 
Lockers 

●​ 6th grade WILL use lockers.  
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●​ 6th grade will NOT have backpacks in the classroom.  
●​ Locker codes/combos can be accessed on Skyward (if students forget).  

 
Technology Policies (building) 

-There is a zero-tolerance policy for cell-phones in the classroom. Students will be allowed to check 
cell-phones during passing periods at their locker. No cell phones are to be used at lunch. 

In Case of Emergency: Contact the office. They will get a hold of your child.  
 
-MacBook integration and expectations will follow the student handbook. Please see the handbook for 
further information.  

●​ Expectations: Charged computers, appropriate applications, and in their possession on a daily basis. 
●​ It is their responsibility; they are to care for and protect their property in accordance with student 

policies.   
●​ This is the Macbook they will have until they graduate high school. They need to care for it 

appropriately.  
 
-Per Kansas testing protocol, students are required to have WIRED earbuds/headphones that are 
compatible with their Macbooks. We do NOT use wireless headphones as they are small and are easily 
misplaced/stolen. Whatever outside technology students bring to school, they are responsible for.  
 
Technology Issues? 
​ If your child experiences an issue with their MacBook, please contact K12itc. Link to K12 Help 
Desk 

Phone: 816-382-4840. 
Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday, 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 
Students have all vital Macbook information written in their Agenda on their Cheat Sheet. This is 

glued on the inside of the front cover of the agenda. They will need this information when speaking with 
K12 
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English Language Arts (ELA)  
2025-2026 

Ms. Gilbert- sgilbert@usd232.org   
6th Grade: South   ​ ​ Room: 112 ​  

What will we learn? 
 
KSDE English Language Arts Sixth Grade Essential Standards: 
RL/RI. 6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
RL/RI.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 
 

 

How will we learn? 
Each of us has a unique experience, which allows everyone to bring their 

own strengths to the ELA classroom. This gift allows everyone to read the same story, yet interpret it 
differently.  

As a result, we will focus on learning how to defend our opinion/perspective with evidence as well as 
engage in open-minded discussions. We will also take time to reflect and express our connections 
through the written and spoken word.  
 

 
What is the focus each quarter? 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

➔​ Characterization and 
Elements of Literature 

➔​ Class Novel: Percy 
Jackson 

 

➔​ Research 
➔​ Writing Focus: 

Extended 
Responses 

➔​ Text Analysis 
➔​ Class Novel: The 

Giver 

➔​ Close-Reading 
Skills 

➔​ Class Novels: 
Graphic Novel 
Literature Circles 

 

Digital Expectations for Learning 

●​ Macbook charged daily 
●​ No games during class 
●​ All work should be original. Copying and pasting from any source, including AI, will be 

considered plagiarism and will result in the disciplinary actions listed in the MTMS 
handbook. 
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Grading: 
Your grade should be a reflection of your learning within a timely manner. With that in mind, the policies 
are as follows: 
Bellwork 
(Point values will vary) Assigned weekly on Monday and due at the beginning of class the following 
Monday.  
 
Homework / Practice:  
Homework and practice will be graded on a 4 point mastery scale.   

●​ 4 - Turned in on-time, done in full with best effort 
●​ 3- Significantly late (past two weeks), and/or some parts left blank or containing minor errors 
●​ 2-Significantly late, and/or work done incorrectly and  missing substantial amounts of the 

assignment.  
●​ 1-Significantly late, and/or work done incorrectly and missing a majority of work required. 

 
Quizzes:  

●​ (Point values will vary) Students will be able to use their notes on quizzes.  
Tests: 

●​ (Point values will vary) Students will be able to use their notes on the test. Study material will be 
provided.  

Retake Policies: 
Homework / Practice: Students can redo and make corrections to receive their desired grade up till two 
weeks after the assignment’s original due date. 
 
Quizzes/Tests: If the original score is lower than 70% students may make corrections to receive 
half-credit back. 
 

                            

What will you need? 
To be successful in class each day, you will need: 

●​ A charged Macbook 
●​ A choice book (from home or library) 
●​ A pencil 
●​ ELA Binder 
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	Phone: 816-382-4840. 
	Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday, 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 


