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ACTION REQUIRED 

 

 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF SCSDB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

March 18, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the SCSDB Board of Commissioners was held on Tuesday, March 18, 2025, 

at 12:00 p.m. in the conference room of the SCSDB Outreach Center in Columbia, South Carolina.  

Vice-Chairman Dobson called the meeting to order and stated that proper notification of the 

meeting had been made according to the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act. He 

welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for the introductions of any guests in attendance.  

 

  

 MEMBERS PRESENT 

  Phyllis H. Alexander 

  Edward B. Bible  

  Andrew Dobson 

  Cynthia Holland 

  Page McCraw 

  Robin Price 

  Dr. Steven R. Ross 

  Deb Blickenstaff 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

   

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE  

 Logen Belmont 

 Scott Falcone  

 Elaine Gentry 

 Mary Hayes 

 Sam Hook 

 Jolene Madison 

 Josh Padgett 

 Ben Riddle 

    

    

GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

 Kristin Barber, Attorney 

 Julie Bible 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vice-Chairman Dobson presented the minutes from the meeting on December 2, 2024 (see 

attachment #1 to the March 18, 2025 agenda) to the board. A motion was made by Mrs. Price and 

seconded by Mr. Bible. The minutes were unanimously approved as submitted. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President Madison opened her report with discussing the ways in which SCSDB was focused on 

improving academic rigor and increasing nationwide visibility. Additionally, President Madision 

highlighted the recent delivery of the President’s Post as well as the plans for the Winter/Spring 

edition of the The Buzz currently in production that would be sent electronically to all members. 

President Madison also reminded the board that they would receive their copy of the 2024-2025 

yearbook in the Spring. President Madison highlighted other happenings around camous such as the 

STEM travel, the School for the Deaf Math club, FFA week, Self-Advocacy trainings, the 

Optimist’s Club speeches, and the Braille challenge.  She encouraged all board members to attend 

Awards Day on May 9th and Graduation on May 22nd on the SCSDB campus.  
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Lastly, President Madion reminded the board of the recertification of SCSDB as an ABC (Arts in 

Basic Curriculum) school and played a video of an SCSDB student, Emily Hernandez, performing 

during the ABC site visit.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Mr. Riddle reviewed the financial information that had been mailed to the board prior to the 

meeting (see attachment #2 to the March 18, 2025 agenda).  

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

President Madison spoke on behalf of Mr. Ramsey who was unable to attend the meeting. She 

informed the board that SCSDB was currently in the middle of the budget process for the 2025-

2026 cycle. The budget was currently waiting to be presented to the Senate, after passing before the 

General Assembly months prior. Additonally, President Madison explained the extensive repairs 

and improvements being made to the CLRC (Clevelend Learning Resource Center) on the SCSDB 

campus. She remained hopeful the long process would be wrapped up before the 2025 start of the 

school year.    

 

SCSDB FOUNDATION UPDATE 

Mr. Hook updated the board on the recent activities of the SCSDB Foundation and the many ways 

they continue to assist the school and more specifically the students and staff on campus and 

throughout the State. Mr. Hook spoke about an upcoming ribbon cutting event to be held in Myrtle 

Beach on April 15th for the new “I Love You” sculpture. He spoke about the various events that 

took place over the past year celebrating the 175 year celebration of SCSDB; including, a 

Motorcycle/Car Show, the annual Aim High event,  an Art Auction, the annual Chili Cook-off, and 

many more endeavors that raised over $900,000. He encouraged all SCSDB Board members to 

attend as many upcoming events as possible, while thanking them for their continued support.    

 

EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES UPDATE 

Elaine Gentry, Program Director of Early Intervention, spoke about the many ways that through the 

Division of Outreah Services, SCSDB’s Early Intervention Programs, provide at no cost to families, 

a vast array of services and resources to assist parents and guardians in making infiormed decisions 

about their child’s development. With 29 full time staff and 16 additional helpers, Early 

Intervention Services,amongst other things,  holds meetings na dobservations in homes, aid with 

referrals, create individualized service plans, offer transition care, and provide educational materials 

and activities to those in need. Mrs. Gentry answered various questions and took comments from 

the Board.  

 

FINE ARTS UPDATE 

Josh Padgett, Director of Fine Arts, introduced himself to the Board and provided an update on 

SCSDB’s fine arts program that includes visual arts, dance, music, and drama on campus and 

throughout the state. He spoke about the status of being an ABC (Arts in Basic Curriculum) 

certified school and what that means for the students. Through grants, the project provides funding 

for art supplies and materials, training for teachers, and professional artists-in-residence who assist 

the students with arts performances and projects. Mr. Padgett ended his presentation by 

encouraging the Board to visit the SC State Library on April 24th to view an exhibit by SCSDB 

students.   
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SCSDB BOARD AWARDS 

Mrs. Alexander reviewed the nomination information for the 2025 SCSDB Board Awards (see 

attachment #3 to the March 18, 2025 agenda). A motion was made by Mrs. Alexander, seconded by 

Mrs. Holland, and unanimously approved to award the 2025 Hearts and Hands Award to Ms. Sandy 

Childs, the 2025 Douglas F. Dent Award to the Robert Dobson Family, the 2025 SCSDB Charitable 

Giving Award to Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pulliam, and the 2025 Robert H. Morrow Award to Mr. 

Franklin Jones, Jr.   

 

2025-2026 SCHOOL CALENDAR APPROVAL 

President Madison presented the 2025-2026 School Calendar (see attachment #4 to the March 18, 

2025 agenda) to the Board of Commissioners. The calendar was reviewed and President Madison 

reminded the board that the calendar was developed and reviewed with consideration to state 

regulations, local school district calendars, and state human resources requirements. She added that 

the 2025-2026 proposed calendar reflected a “Modified year-round calendar” consistent with SC 

Department of Education guidance, as well as an alignment to other districts in the area. A motion 

was made by Mrs. Alexander, seconded by Mr. Bible,  and unanimously passed to approve the 

proposed calendar as presented. 

 

LOCAL BOARD APPROVED COURSES 

President Madison presented a proposed fine arts course to the board for approval (see attachment 

#5 to the March 18, 2025 agenda).  She explained the course would be offered to middle school 

students in a single semester designed to provide instruction and exploration of the visual and 

performig arts through the lens of appreciation and application. A motion was made by Mrs. Price, 

seconded by Mr. Bible, and unanimously approved to adopt the course for the 2025-2026 school 

year.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS 

After a brief discussion, Vice-Chairman Dobson closed the meeting reminding the Board to be on 

the lookout for the next upcoming meeting in the Fall.  A potential date of July 29, 2025 was agreed 

upon by all present.  

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 1:10 P.M. 

       

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

       

 

      Andrew Dobson, Vice-Chairman 

 

       

 

      Phyllis H. Alexander, Secretary 
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