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Dear Mustang Families,

I hope all of our students and families enjoyed a 
relaxing, refreshing summer. We’re excited to welcome 
you back for the new school year, which officially begins 
on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.

Important School Day Information:

	• Doors Open:  7:55 AM 
	• Classes Begin:  8:15 AM 
	• Dismissal Times:

	♦ Elementary:  2:50 PM
	♦ Grades 5–12:  3:00 PM

Please remember — mornings and afternoons can be 
busy with drop-offs and pick-ups. Stay patient, drive 
slowly, and be mindful of all children and staff. 
Wishing everyone a safe and successful school year!

– Mel Rentschler, Superintendent

Mustang Breakfast for Residents 55+

Join us for a free community breakfast with live 
entertainment by our students.

Dates:
October 2 | November 6 | December 4 |  
January 8 | February 5 

Time: 9:00 a.m.
Location: Allen East Cafeteria

A big thank you to last year’s sponsors:  
RightWay Foods, Dirk Rummel, Lost Creek,  
Lance Nickles and LifeWise Academy!

If school is canceled or delayed, breakfast will also 
be canceled.

Open House

Stop in, meet your teachers, visit 
classrooms, and get your questions 
answered!

Date: Wednesday, August 27, 2025 
Time: 4:00 – 6:30 PM

Who will be there?
	• Teachers
	• Administrators
	• Transportation Supervisor

Veterans Day Assembly

Once again we will honor the brave men 
and women in our community who have 
served our country.

Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2025
Time: 1:00 PM
Location: Allen East Cafeteria 
To register: Visit our school website  
or email:
rentschlerm@alleneastschools.org 
Special thanks to Lance Nickles for 
sponsoring last year’s event!

Text Alerts

If you would like to receive text alerts for 
school delays and closings and general 
school information, text “Yes” to 67587 
to be automatically enrolled.  More 
information is available on our website 
under Alert Notifications. 
www.alleneastschools.org
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Important Note: 

For additional 
information, please refer 
to the Ohio Revised Code 
3313.67 and 3313.671 and 
the Ohio Department of 
Health (ODH) Director’s 
Journal Entry regarding 

school immunization 
requirements, 

recommended vaccines, 
and exemptions to 

immunizations. 

DAVID PRYER, NURSE

MUSTANG HEALTH CENTER 
More Time in Class = Healthier, Happier Students 

Mustang will be open from 7:30am - 4:00pm 
We will provide the following services at the Mustang Health Center: 

	9Sports and Work Physicals
	9Sick Visits
	9Age Appropriate Screenings
	9Disease Management

	9 Immunizations
	9Behavioral Health
	9Wellness Visits
	9And so much more . . .

2 Hours and 58 
Minutes Saved 

Student appointments 
saved 

2 hours and  
58 minutes of 

classroom time by 
returning to class  

right after. 

We accept all Allen East students, their families, and staff. All insurances, no insurance or  
underinsured are accepted. We will never turn anyone away for an inability to pay.  

We look forward to serving you at Allen East Schools! 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS: The Enduring Spirit of Allen East Local Schools!

This year marks a momentous occasion for our community as we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
Allen East Local Schools! Six decades ago, a new educational chapter began, forging the unified spirit 
and strong community we cherish today.

Before the familiar "Allen East Mustangs" echoed through our halls, our district was comprised of two 
distinct schools: the Harrod Wildcats and the Lafayette-Jackson Wolves. In a pivotal meeting held 
on February 9, 1965, the consolidated Board of Education of the Auglaize and Lafayette-Jackson Local 
School Districts embarked on the important task of naming our new, combined identity.

From a list of 39 names submitted by students, four finalists emerged: Allen East, East Allen, Eastern 
Allen, and Tawa. The following day, students from both schools cast their votes, and by a narrow 
margin, Allen East was chosen as our official name, receiving 207 votes compared to Tawa's 204. The 
name "Tawa", steeped in local history, referred to an Indian settlement along the Auglaize River that 
served as a rallying point during the Indian Wars.
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In 1965, students also voted on the new mascot, and the Mustangs galloped to victory with an 
overwhelming majority. Many believe this choice was inspired by the iconic Ford Mustang sports car, 
which had debuted just a year prior. While the consolidation was official, students remained in their 
respective Harrod and Lafayette buildings until the fall of 1965, when they truly became Mustangs, 
with the first graduating class hailing from the Class of 1966. 

It's difficult for many parents and students today to imagine our community with separate schools or 
the limitations of the old buildings. We now stand united, sharing one school and one district, proudly 
displaying our Mustang pride and honoring the rich history that brought us to where we are today. 
As we celebrate this significant milestone, we reflect on the journey, the dedication of our community, 
and the enduring spirit that has shaped Allen East Local Schools for six decades. Here's to many more 
years of Mustang pride and excellence!

AMANDA FETTER, SPECIAL ED DIRECTOR / PRESCHOOL SUPERVISOR

Hello Mustang Families!

I’m so excited for the upcoming school year! Our Preschool program is completely full for the upcoming 
school year, and we have students on the list for the following school years as well. To add your student 
to the list, the form is on our website under Departments g Preschool. We do Preschool screenings 
every spring, and also throughout the year if you have a developmental concern about your child.

Last year, our district provided services to over 170 students with disabilities. We provide both Tier 2 
and Tier 3 interventions, Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and more. We also 
service over 35 students with 504 plans. Serving our students is our number one priority no matter what 
ability level, and it’s our mission to help support and promote growth in all areas of development based 
on individual needs.

We have an amazing team and are very proud of what we accomplish each year.

Let’s Go Mustangs!

JEFF AMSPOKER, HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Greetings Mustang Nation! 

I hope you are all enjoying your summer vacation because school will be 
back in session before we know it! The students had a very successful 
2024-2025 school year. There were 71 students that received their high 
school diplomas with 31 of those students also receiving credentials 
through Apollo. Additionally, one student enlisted in the United States 
Navy, and two students enlisted into the Army National Guard.  We had students accepted to the 
GROB Apprenticeship program, receive thousands of dollars in academic scholarships, sign to continue 
their athletic career in college, and start their full time careers.  Outside of the success of our seniors, 
Jackson Werling placed fourth at the Ohio State Track Meet in Discus as well as winning the Freshman 
Discus National Title at the New Balance (Outdoor) Nationals with a personal best and new meet 
record toss of 174 feet, 4 inches.  The community donated $6,900 to the Academic Lottery and we were 
able to reward over 200 students for their academic achievements! The pride that the current students, 
alumni, and community members have for the school is something that makes Allen East unique. 

This year I would like to welcome four new teachers that will serve both Middle and High School. 

Mrs. Cheyann Toland will be the new vocal music director. She is a graduate of Bath High School. She 
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attended Ohio Northern University and comes to us from Lima City Liberty Arts Magnet where she 
taught Choir in grades 5-8.

Ms. Melody Morris is the new Physical Science teacher. She is a graduate of Elida High School. She 
attended Bowling Green State University and comes to us from Elida High School where she taught 
Physical Science and Physics. 

Mrs. Jamie Beard is the new Algebra 1 and Algebra 2 teacher.  She graduated from Ohio University 
and now lives in Arlington. She is returning to teaching after taking time off to raise her three children.

Mr. Steve Freisner will be the new Advanced Manufacturing teacher. He is an Allen East Alumni and 
attended UNOH for Diesel Mechanics. He comes to us from the Hardin County Engineer’s Office 
where he supervised many of their operations. 

This year AEHS will continue the implementation of B.L.U.E. This is our Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports program. I want to provide every student the opportunity to Belong, Lead, 
Uplift, and Engage this school year. Additionally, we are starting on our journey to provide leadership 
opportunities for students by participating in the Leader In Me program. I have assembled a student 
leadership team called the Student Lighthouse Team. The students will work with the Adult Lighthouse 
Team to improve the culture and climate in the high school as well as increase student engagement. 

I am really looking forward to seeing what level of success we can achieve this year. Enjoy the rest 
of your summer vacation and I will see you at Open House on August 27th from 4-6:30 pm. Let’s Go 
BLUE!

JILL ACKERMAN, MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

It is with great excitement and deep appreciation that I introduce myself as the new Allen East Middle 
School Principal. I am honored to serve a school community that is known for its deep sense of pride 
and commitment to academic excellence. My husband Ron and I have a son, Christian, who is headed off 
to BGSU as a freshman majoring in engineering and participating in the BGSU Marching Band. 

With over 37 years in education, I have served as a teacher and administrator at elementary, middle 
school and district levels. Throughout my career, I have remained committed to ensuring that all 
students have access to lifelong learning provided by high quality staff members. 

As your new principal, I look forward to building relationships and continuing the growth of Allen East 
Middle School. I believe that schools are most successful when educators, families and community 
members work together. I am committed to open communication and cultivating a culture where all 
students feel a sense of belonging and pride. 

Over the next several weeks, I look forward to connecting with many of you whether it be at events, 
in the building, or during drop-off and pick-up. Please feel free to reach out and say hello, introduce 
yourself and share some thoughts about what you love at Allen East. Your insights and experiences are 
important to me as I learn more about the traditions and strengths of our school community. 

Please help us congratulate and welcome our new staff members: Alyssa Buettner (MS ELA), Gabriel 
Clement (5th Grade),  and Tyler Huber (5th Grade).

TIFFINI FLUGGA, ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Mustang Families,

How great it is to be a Mustang! So many exciting things are happening in preparation for the next 
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school year. Probably the most exciting part is that the playground is currently being renovated and I 
know everyone is excited to see the end result! The custodians are hard at work cleaning out classrooms 
and hallways and staff members are already planning and prepping for the new school year! We hope 
everyone is enjoying a safe and relaxing summer and we can’t wait for the students to return. 

General Information and Updates

Drop off and pick up procedures: 

	• Drop off: This year we will continue to use the same drop off routine as last year. All students will 
need to exit the car as soon as it reaches the sidewalk rather than waiting until it approaches the 
doors to the building. Doing so has allowed all students to be able to get into the building before the 
8:15 tardy bell rings. We ask that parents not walk their children to class but that you drop them 
off at the door. This allows the mornings to run smoothly and helps students get into a routine and 
build independence. It also helps us keep the building safe for all students and staff. 

	• Pick up: We will also continue to use the same pick up routine as last year. Elementary students 
will be dismissed to the pick up line at 2:50 and will walk with a teacher around the pick up loop. 
Students that remain will walk around the loop with another staff member until all students 
are picked up. If you are late picking up your elementary student(s), they will be waiting in the 
elementary office until you arrive. In addition, we ask that you stay in the pick up line and please do 
not cut through the parking lot for any reason. Once you have your child(ren) safely in your car, you 
may carefully pull out of the line and exit the parking lot slowly. 

Student Homeroom Assignments 

In mid August, student homeroom assignments will be available! Assignments will be shared 
electronically via the email address that we have on file in Final Forms. Class lists will also be posted 
during Open House on August 27, 2025 from 4:00 to 6:30 pm. 

First Day of School Drop Off 

We ask that all parents/guardians drop their students off and NOT enter the building on the first day of 
school as it creates more stress/anxiety on the students. We have plenty of staff available to assist any 
students that need support and greatly appreciate your cooperation with this matter. 

Welcome Aboard!

Please help us congratulate and welcome our new staff members: 

Kindergarten – Katie Hohenbrink
Second grade – Paige Miller
Third grade – Ashley Wood and Katie Burkett
Fourth grade – Alexa Chung and Karlie Kirkendall

ALLAN KING JR., ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

With the fall sports season quickly approaching Allen East sports fans have a lot to look forward to this 
year! Our Golf team boasts the returning NWC Player of the Year in Levi Clum, with some great talent 
around him looking to land another NWC Championship this fall. Our Girls Soccer team is looking to put 
together another strong campaign after setting more records last season and under new leadership this 
fall. Numbers in the Boys and Girls Cross Country teams are up and the times are down, looking for the 
Mustangs to make a push at moving up in the NWC ranks. Football returns a solid number of Varsity Letter 
winners, with expectations high at the skill positions with tons of youth returning with more experience 
under their belt. Last year again AE brought home the POY trophy in Golf, had a wrestler qualify for 
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State for the 9th year in a row, saw a Track athlete podium at State for the 4th straight year and our Girls 
Basketball and Baseball team hosted OHSAA Playoff games after fantastic regular seasons. Not to mention 
we had two Freshmen compete in Track Nationals this summer in Philadelphia PA, with Jackson Werling 
bringing home a National title in the Discus! We also saw 16 school records broken or tied by 7 student 
athletes!! Those accomplishments are a testament to the hardworking and talented community we have here 
at AE! I am very excited about the future and what it holds for our student athletes and the community! 
I look forward to seeing you all at games cheering on our teams and enjoying the success and lessons 
learned throughout the athletic seasons. If you want to get involved, please contact me as we have numerous 
opportunities for you to volunteer your time and become a part of our team, helping our students realize 
their dreams and build a solid foundation for them now and in the future! 

If you just want to watch and support AE athletics, our ticket prices and our season passes have not changed 
from last year! A Family pass is $275, Single Adult $125 and Student Pass remains $50. We will also offer 
a cash option at the door at EVERY event! If you can’t make the game in person, we start year three with 
NFHS, streaming every game at Goodwin Field (with the exception of Track) and every game in the High 
School Gym this season! Visit our Athletics page to find the link and learn more about this option! We will be 
selling passes August 5th, 2025 and August 6th, 2025 from 11:00am to 6:00pm.

Just a reminder that the OHSAA scheduling partner is now Dragonfly. Starting two years ago all Allen East 
Athletics have moved to DragonFly, so for accurate schedules, please use that resource that can also be 
found on our Athletic Webpage. 

As exciting as 24-25 was for the Mustangs and our Community, I believe there is even more in store for 
our student athletes in the future! Thank you again for the part you, our community, parents and AE 
supporters, all play in making AE a great place to live, play and dream big! 

Go Mustangs! See you at the game soon!!

HEATHER BURDEN, FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR

Welcome Back!

As we head into a new school year, there are a few important Food Service topics to highlight.

2025-2026 Meal Prices

These prices are determined on if your child(ren) qualify for a free, reduced, or paying meals. 

Breakfast:  K-12th — $2.00
Regular Lunch:  K-4th — $3.25
Regular Lunch:  5th-12th — $3.50
Mustang Meal: (Same menu each week)   5th-12th — $4.00

*Just a reminder to parents, only fifth grade and up will be able to purchase a Mustang Meal Lunch.

*New to this school year, no child is allowed to use their siblings lunch account for meals or 
snacks.

Free and Reduced Meal Applications

We encourage you to fill out the Free and Reduced Meal Benefit application. The application is available 
on the Allen East website under the PaySchools/Free and Reduced icon. Reminder that a Free and 
Reduced Application must be filled out yearly to qualify for the next school year. Applications do 
not roll over from year to year.

*This school year (2025-2026) all meals will be free to the students that qualify for reduced meals.
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Making a Payment

There are several options available for families to use when making a payment to their child(ren)’s lunch 
account.

	• Online, pre-payments (PaySchools)
	• Cash (Younger children can give to teacher, older children can bring to lunch)
	• Check (Younger children can give to teacher, older children can bring to lunch)

*When sending cash or check it is extremely important to have the students name and ID number 
written on the check memo line and/or the envelope. This will ensure the funds are placed on the correct 
account.

Low Balance Notifications

There are several ways parents can stay updated on their child(ren)’s account balance. Parents and 
students can log into their PaySchools account and view purchases and balances. Families may also 
choose to receive a low balance email and/or text alerts when the account balance gets low. This will help 
prevent your child(ren) from having a negative balance.

Our Food Service Department follows the State Guidelines/Standards to provide the children of Allen 
East a healthy and nourishing meal.

If you have any questions, please contact Heather Burden burdenh@alleneastschools.org or  
419-648-3333 Ext. 1505

JIM HUNSAKER , TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

Dear Students and Parents,

On behalf of the entire Transportation Department, I’d like to extend a warm welcome back to the 
Allen East Community! I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable summer break. As we gear up for 
another exciting school year, there will be several changes to bus routes.  In the past, several bus routes 
overlapped, which caused longer ride times for students. This also adds more maintenance and fuel 
costs to our bus fleet.

Once the bus routes are finalized, you should receive an email from our bus routing software informing 
you of the bus number and scheduled pickup/drop-off time of your children. This email will come from 
Transfinder and will be sent out by mid-August (at the latest) to your parent email address we have on 
file. I will also have a list of student bus assignments on a separate table at open house, so you can skip 
the line and check the bus roster. 

I STRONGLY encourage you to reach out to me BEFORE open house if you have any questions. I can 
be reached by email (preferred) at hunsakerj@alleneastschools.org or by phone at 419-648-3333 ext. 
1506, or push option number 6 for transportation on the recording.

Here are a few reminders for a successful year:

	• Review Bus Rules and Safety: Student safety is our top priority. Please take a moment to review 
bus safety procedures with your child. This includes maintaining proper behavior on the bus, 
practicing safe waiting at bus stops, and following the driver’s instructions. This information can be 
found on the transportation page of our website.

	• Bus Schedules: Please remember to have your children waiting at least 5 minutes before the 
scheduled arrival time of the bus. This is state law. If the bus has to wait, it can present several 
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safety issues for the driver and other students on the bus, especially if it is a busy road such as 
a state highway. If student(s) are not out and visible in their place of safety waiting place (as 
designated by the bus driver), the bus driver will move on to the next stop and not return. 

	• Text Alerts: If you would like to receive text alerts for school delays and closings, text Yes to 67587 
to be automatically enrolled. More information is available on our website under Alert Notifications.

We understand that the first few days might involve some adjustments. New students may be 
unfamiliar with their routes, and there might be minor delays as everyone settles back into the routine. 
Please be patient with us as we work to ensure a smooth transition.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding student transportation, or if you would be interested in 
becoming a school bus driver, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

We’re looking forward to a great school year!

SUBSTITUTES 

Allen East is in need of substitutes for the 2025-2026 school year.  We are looking for substitutes 
in the following areas: Teachers, Bus Drivers, Cooks, Custodians, Secretaries, and Aides. Please 
contact Shannon Ackerman, board secretary, at 419-648-3333 ext. 1009 or via email at ackermans@
alleneastschools.org for information on how to apply.

We will also be utilizing the Red Rover system this year for substitutes.  Details will follow on this new 
system. 

Allen East Local Schools
9105 Harding Highway

Harrod, OH 45850 Wed., August 27, 2025 
4:00 – 6:30 PM



AUGUST, 2025 Su M Tu W Th F S Su M Tu W Th F S
Aug. 26-28 - Professional Development 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6
Aug. 27 - OPEN HOUSE -All Grades 4:00 pm - 6:30 pm 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
SEPTEMBER 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sept. 1 - NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Sept. 2 - Students 1st day 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30
OCTOBER 31
Oct. 17 - NO SCHOOL - Professional Development
Oct. 31 - End of First Quarter
NOVEMBER Su M Tu W Th F S Su M Tu W Th F S
Nov. 6 - Parent Teacher Conferences 1 2 3 4 1
               PreK-4th Grade - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Nov. 10 - Parent Teacher Conferences 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

PreK-4th Grade - 11:30 am - 7:00 pm* 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
*NO SCHOOL for students PreK-4 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Nov. 26 - 28 - NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break 30
DECEMBER
Dec. 22 - Jan. 2 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break
JANUARY, 2026 Su M Tu W Th F S Su M Tu W Th F S
Jan. 19 - NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3
Jan. 23 - End of Second Quarter 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
FEBRUARY 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Feb. 16 - NO SCHOOL - President's Day 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
MARCH 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Mar. 27 - End of Third Quarter
APRIL
Apr. 3 & 6 - NO SCHOOL Su M Tu W Th F S Su M Tu W Th F S
MAY 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
May 22 - Seniors Last Day 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
May 24 - Graduation 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
May 25 - NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
May 28 - Students Last Day (early dismissal 1:00 pm) 29 30 31
May 28 - End of Fourth Quarter

Su M Tu W Th F S Su M Tu W Th F S
1 2 3 4 1 2

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Start Time: K-12 - 8:15 am 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Dismissal: ELEM 2:50 pm 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Dismissal: MS & HS  3:00 pm 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Preschool Hours: (Morning) 8 -11 am   Preschool Hours: (Afternoon) 12 - 3 pm 31
Preschool Delay: (Morning) 10am - 12 pm (Afternoon) 1pm - 3pm)
           1st/Last Days                     No School                        Graduation Parent Teacher Conference

Jan-26

Mar-26

May-26

Feb-26

Apr-26

Dec-25

ALLEN EAST LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

Aug-25 Sep-25

Oct-25 Nov-25


