BEAR OP

-
=
(o]
o=
Lokl
==
b
-
-
=T
o
Lad
-
N
Ll
=
D
-
D

POWER OF
THE YOUTH




Contents

01

.
Leading Scholars

Meet the scholars who
attended the summit.

04

*
Photos!

Because a picture’s
worth a thousand
words.

02

CoolSpeak

Meet the team that
spent four days
motivating, educating,
and empowering our
scholars.

05

o
Survey Results

What our scholars
thought about their
experience.

03

Agenda/Highlights

Take a peek at what our
scholars did/learned.



GEAR UP Leading Scholars
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Keynote Speaker

Building the Mountain

. » Why Why Why?: Talisa

Winner Winner lil’
Chicken Dinner L.E.G.E.N.D.S.

The Rugrats The Goal Getters

Lip-sync Battle
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Scholars had to work with their families to build the highest free-standing balloon tower. Each group had a different number of foundation
balloons, and it was easy to see the importance of a strong foundation.
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Marley spoke about growing up as a non english speaker in Texas in a low income and high crime town. He used poetry to not only pass his
english class he was failing, but also to find his voice. He is not only an accomphlished poet, but a breakdancer as well who represented the
United States as a breakdancing coach for the Olympics.

One by one scholars tore down the words posted on the “mountain” they had created and pulled another student up so they could do the same.
They then went around the room to write positive messages to the peers they had metand worked with during camp.

Scholars received their certificates for completion, and camp awards were given out

Ohio Wesleyan University commits to providing each OYLS student with a $4,000 scholarship should they choose to enroll at OWU
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Student Voices

helONESIEXPETIENCE:
100% | of Students

Defining Moments

“The Mountain was my defining moment becasue |
learned about people and heard their stories. It made
me really think that | am not alone and that there are

people who really see me for who | am.”

“The Hunt (campus wide scavenger hunt) was my
definitve moment. It really made us think outside the
box.”

“My defining moment was when | wrote my poem. The
poems made me look at my innerself and ask myself

rm

‘why'.

What You Learned:

“I learned that it is ok to come out of your comfort
zone."”

“| learned to associate myself with likeminded people
and to give myself some grace.”

“l learned how to be a leader, to believe in myself, and it
helped build my confidence.”

Would You Recommend OYLS?

“Yes, | would recommend it to my peers. | would tell them it's
an overnight trip. We do a lot of fun activities, connect with
other people, and people come and share their life story”

“Yes, | would say it's a great opportunity to show who you
are as a person, that everyone has different life choices, and
that you're not alone in your journey.”

“Yes. | would tell them it is fun and to cover your face
because Ms. Audrey takes a lot of photos.”

Student Thoughts:

“I love how deep Mr. Marley went
into his childhood and his culteral
background and how Mr. Lamarr
spoke about mental health and
how experiencing hardships doesn't
mean you're struggling with mental
health.”

“Wrtiting the poems and speaking
them out loud was my favorite part.
| enjoyed this activity the most
because it showed that I'm not
alone and | have peers who stuggle
with the same things | do. | have a
safe space and that's really

comforting when you've been lost
for so long.”

" The Mountain was my favorite
actviity. When we first got there we
had to write what people say to put
us down. When we were leaving, we
had to read someone else’s, throw it

away, and pick someone else up. *

"Hearing Lamarr and Marley talk
about overcoming their challenges
definitely had an impact on me, my
own challenges, and | can overcome

them.”







