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Contact Information 

 

Teacher Name: Morgan Russell 

Email: morgan.russell@midlandisd.net​
Phone: 432-240-8700 

Teacher Name: Estes Ward 

Email: estes.ward@midlandisd.net​
Phone: 432-240-8700 

 

What is Honors? 
 

The purpose of honors courses is to bridge the gap between regular and Advanced Placement 
(AP) or Pre-AP classes. They serve as an important part of a tiered academic pathway by 
offering more rigorous instruction and deeper learning than standard courses. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This year we will develop students' critical thinking skills by studying reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language skills. Students will also learn about  
 

●​ Vocabulary 
●​ Spelling 

●​ Grammar 
●​ Argumentative/persuasive writing 

●​ Multiple genres 
 
 
COURSE ACTIVITIES (What we will be doing) 
Below you will find descriptions of the most common activities that students will participate in 
during the course of each semester.   
 

●​ Organizing and drafting a personal narrative 
●​ Reading a novel and engaging in discussion over the reading 
●​ Writing a literary analysis essay 
●​ Researching and discussing the effects of advertising in daily life 
●​ Writing an informative essay 
●​ Preparing for STAAR 

 
During each unit, students will be responsible for independently reading a book from the 
pre-approved choice list. At the end of the unit, students will independently complete a project 
over the book for a Major grade. The school does have some copies of some of the books that 
students may check out. We do not have copies of all of the books. Students may also purchase 
their own copies or borrow from the library.  
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GRADES - Click here for → YWLA Grading Policy 
Major (Test, Projects, Writing)  ​        60% 
Minor (Notes, Daily Work)​ ​        40% 
 
Classroom Resources  

●​ Google Classroom 
●​ Quill 
●​ College Board Springboard resources 

 
 
STAAR Date: April 14, 2026 
 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND TOPICS  

●​ Unit 1- Personal narratives and short stories 
●​ Unit 2- Advertising techniques and informative writing 
●​ Unit 3- Class novel “Tangerine” and literary analysis writing 
●​ Unit 4- The role of the leader and research skills 

 
Interactive Student Notebooks (ISN): 
Students will keep an Interactive Student Notebook in English throughout the school year. Notes 
and many assignments will be completed in this notebook. Students will use this notebook each 
class day, so students will need to bring their folder and notebook to class daily.  If notebooks are 
lost they will need to be replaced, along with all notes and assignments for that semester.  
 
Tutorials: 
Tutorials are scheduled before and after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Cheating: 
A student’s work is to be original and not plagiarized. Students should be aware that using 
information gathered from any AI writing assistant, unless specifically directed to by a teacher, is 
plagiarism and will result in a referral and a failed assignment, which can be corrected for up to a 
50.  Should any student be deemed in violation of the cheating or plagiarism guidelines, parents 
will be notified and disciplinary actions taken. 
 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. We are excited to work together to 

make this a  successful year of learning! 

__________________________________________________________________ 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j-HjWg9Ba_fOsxR6JFYuTS25UmVqqOZcKt5tXwq-FBY/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=id.gddtzvkjpuw
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