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Background: 
 
On July 1st, 2024, a representative of University Prep Academy contacted Nova Environmental, 
Inc. and requested that lead water samples be collected within buildings under the jurisdiction of 
the University Prep Academy. Upon discussion, it was determined to conduct testing for copper 
also. Since this water testing is for screening purposes, it was determined that three samples be 
collected within each building. The location of the testing was from interior taps from which water 
is typically drawn for consumption. This would include, but is not limited to the Kitchen within 
each building. The specific taps to be sampled were determined by the University Prep Academy. 
 
Sampling Methodology: 
 
On Thursday, July 11th, 2024, an environmental consultant from Nova Environmental, Inc. 
conducted the water sample collection within the applicable buildings. The water samples were 
collected “first draw” which means that the tap was not flushed a minimum of 8 hours prior to 
sample collection. This first draw method is stipulated within the Environmental Protection 
Agency and Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) sampling 
guidelines for lead and copper. 
 
The water samples were collected in the early morning in order to ensure that the faucet has sat 
idle for a minimum of eight hours prior to sample collection. 
 
Sample Analysis: 
 
Subsequent to the collection, the sample bottles were hand delivered to Brighton Analytical, 
L.L.C., Brighton, Michigan. The type of analysis performed on the water samples was Inductively 
Coupled Plasma – Mass Spectrometry (ICP – MS). 
 
Sample Results: 
 
The action level established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for lead in drinking 
water is 15 micrograms per liter (µg/L) while for copper is 1,300 µg/L.  
 
It should be noted that EGLE is recommending a maximum level of 5 µg/L for kindergarten 
through 12th grade schools. 

 
 
 



July 11th, 2024 
 
On July 11th, 2024, Nova Environmental, Inc. collected a total of 39 water samples from 13 
buildings under the jurisdiction of University Prep Academy. The results of all samples collected 
and analyzed within the University Prep Academy buildings were below the EPA’s action levels 
for both lead and copper with the exception of the prep sink in the Kitchen at the High School 
Building A, (Red Building). This faucet had elevated lead at the level of 220 µg/L and an 
elevated copper at the level of 12,000 µg/L.  
 
University Prep Academy officials were notified of the above noted elevated lead level at the 
High School Building A, (Red Building). University Prep Academy officials indicated that they 
would immediately render the prep sink as inoperable until the fixture has been replaced and 
the tap resampled and tested below the EPA’s Action Level for lead and copper concentrations. 
 
August 15th, 2024 
 
On Thursday, August 15th, 2024, subsequent to the faucet replacement, a representative of Nova 
Environmental, Inc. resampled the prep sink in the Kitchen at the High School Building A, (Red 
Building). The result for lead was “ND” (None Detected) and the result for copper was 90 µg/L, 

both well below the EPA’s Action Levels for lead and copper. 
 
Limitations: 
 
The intent of this sampling was to conduct a simple, cursory screening for lead/copper in drinking 
water within University Prep Academy buildings. Therefore, this report was not intended to or 
should not be construed to provide any type of regulatory compliance. Furthermore, the sampling 
from three taps within a building does not imply a thorough or even representative indication of 
lead/copper in the drinking water, but is intended to simply provide a snapshot of lead/copper 
levels at the specific locations tested. In order to clarify, Nova Environmental, Inc. provides the 
following disclaimers: 
 

• The determination of what taps to test were discussed with building staff and were based 
on determinations made by representatives of the University Prep Academy and those most 
likely to be used for consumption, which usually included one sample within the Kitchen; 

• The intent of this sampling was not to provide any means or implication of regulatory 
compliance; 

• The only way to ensure an accurate indication of potential lead/copper in water presence 
within a given building is to test each tap on a periodic basis. 

 
Laboratory Statement of Qualifications: 
 
Brighton Analytical, L.L.C. is a fully certified laboratory for the analysis of lead and copper in the 
State of Michigan.  
 
 
 



Nova Environmental, Inc. University Prep Schools

August 15, 2024

Sample ID Location Lead Copper

001 Prep Sink, Kitchen ND 90 ug/L

University Prep Academy High School Building A -  Red Building

ND = None Detected 

Federal Action Level for Drinking Water:  Lead  15 ug/L

 Copper 1300 ug/L

ug/L = microgram/Liter (ppb)



Report Date: 08/22/2024

Sample ID:

Brighton Analytical LLC

2105 Pless Drive

Brighton, Michigan 48114

Phone: (810)229-7575 (810)229-8650

e-mail:labs@brightonanalytical.com

EGLE Certified #9404

NELAC Accredited #176507

Nova Environmental

5300 Plymouth Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI  48105

001 UPrep H.S. Red Bldg.

08/15/2024

08/15/2024Sample Date/Time:

Submit Date/Time:

University Prep SchoolsProject Name:

Project Number:

BA Project # 102212

Analyte Name Result Units RL Method Reference Analysis DateMCL

BA Sample ID CW02360

Analysis Time

06:45

16:30

CI0794/*114

Analyst

Drinking Water Metal Analysis

90Total Copper (Drinking Water) 20 EPA 200.8 rev5.41300 11:19ug/L LT 08/21/2024

Not detectedTotal Lead (Drinking Water) 1 EPA 200.8 rev5.415 11:19ug/L LT 08/21/2024

RL=Reported detection limit for analytical method requested.  Some compounds require special

analytical methods to achieve EGLE designated target detection limits (TDL).

Released by   

Date

MCL = Maximum contaminant Levels.

Analysis not specifically identified as drinking water are for non-regulatory compliance purposes.

8/22/2024
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