Okanogan School District Newsletter

Issue #1 — August 2025
Welcome back to another exciting school year! Here’s what’s happening across our district:

i o A Message from the Superintendent — Steve Quick

We’re excited to welcome all students and families—both returning and new—to the Okanogan
School District! This year, our focus remains on high expectations, strong support for students
and staff, improving facilities, and excellent programs that help every student succeed.

Thanks to voter approval of our bond last Spring, we’ll spend this year planning and designing
major projects to ensure they meet our needs and budget. The majority of construction will begin
next fall after we access our state matching funds through the School Construction Assistance
Program, following the timeline outlined by this program.

In the meantime, we hope to start work this fall on Dawson Gym and the Vocational Building
using our $6 million state modernization grant. Planned improvements include, but will not be
limited to new roofs, HVAC upgrades, lighting, and air conditioning in the gym.

We encourage students to join sports, clubs, and activities—great ways to build friendships, learn
new skills, and connect with school life. In addition, VG has a growing PTO, and parents are
encouraged to get involved.

While state and federal funding is tighter than usual this year, our commitment to top-notch
programs and strong student support remains unchanged.

As we open the doors to the 2025-26 school year, I am excited about what lies ahead. Our
community’s support, the dedication of our staff, and the energy and potential of our students
make Okanogan an amazing place to be. Together, we will make this another fantastic school
year.

Steve Quick
Superintendent




Athletic Director — Kevin Daling

Welcome back! I hope everyone had a great summer! Athletic registration continues to be
online through FinalForms, an online forms and data management service. FinalForms
(okanogan-wa.finalforms.com) allows you to complete and sign athletic participation forms for
your student athletes. In addition to registering for athletics in FinalForms, sports physicals
remain a requirement for athletic participation. All student athletes will be required to purchase
an ASB card prior to participating in their first contest. ASB cards can be purchased in the MS
or HS offices at a cost of $45 for HS students and $30 for MS students.

Okanogan High School football, volleyball, wrestling and boys’ and girls’ basketball games will
be live streamed on the NFHS Network again this year. Go to NFHSnetwork.com, sign up for a
subscription to view our games as well as many other high schools statewide.

Okanogan School District is committed to promoting good sportsmanship by our student
athletes, coaches and spectators. While attending our home and away events please be a positive
role model and display traits of trustworthiness, citizenship, respect and caring for all student
athletes, coaches, other spectators and officials. Thank you for your cooperation in the
promotion of good sportsmanship.

Please follow the Okanogan School District on Facebook, Instagram &/or Twitter. Additionally,
go to www.okanoganathletics.com for all our rosters, schedules, departure times etc. High school
football begins on August 20" and all other fall programs begin the week of August 25", First
practice times and locations will be posted on Facebook, Instagram, and okanoganathletics.com



http://www.okanoganathletics.com/

From the Desk of the Head of Maintenance — Robby Gaines
Hello Okanogan School District community,

My name is Robby Gaines, and I’'m excited to introduce myself as the new Head of Custodial
and Maintenance. I joined the district this summer and am eager to become more familiar with
the staff, students, and families who make Okanogan such a special place. I look forward to
supporting our schools and working together to maintain safe, clean, and welcoming learning
environments for everyone.

While school has been out for the summer, things have been busy behind the scenes. Our
custodial and maintenance teams have been working hard preparing the buildings and grounds,
so everything is clean, safe, and ready for the new school year. Here are some of the main
projects we’ve completed over the summer:

Deep Cleaning: Every classroom, hallway, office, and common area has been cleaned
thoroughly.

Floor Work: We stripped and waxed floors across the district including all the gyms. We also
extracted carpets across the district.

Bond Project Preparation: There have been surveyors, architects and inspectors around the
district preparing for the new Bond Project.

Furniture Moving and Setup: We’ve been busy moving furniture, putting together new pieces,
and helping set up rooms the way staff need them for the new year.

Groundskeeping: Our outdoor spaces have been maintained throughout the summer. We’ve
been mowing, trimming, and working on general upkeep to keep the grounds looking nice.

I am really proud of the work our team has done this summer, and I want to thank them for their
dedication. They’ve put in a lot of hours to make sure our buildings are in great shape for your
return.

I’m excited to be here and to be part of the Okanogan team. I hope you all have a great start to
the school year, and I look forward to meeting many of you soon.

Robby Gaines

Head of Custodial & Maintenance
Okanogan School District
Rgaines@oksd.wednet.edu
509-422-8623




4 Special Education Director — Tanya Peterson
A New School Year — Supporting Every Learner!

Welcome back! The Special Services team is ready to make this school year a great one for
every student. We know that each child is unique, with their own strengths, challenges, and
story—and we’re here to ensure they feel supported, included, and empowered every step of the
way.

Our focus this year includes:

* Belonging - Creating welcoming, inclusive spaces where every student feels seen, valued, and
respected—just as they are.

» Access - Making sure all students have the tools, resources, and opportunities they need to
learn.

» Family Partnerships - We believe parents and guardians are essential partners in student
success. We’re here to listen, collaborate, and support you throughout the year.

* Individualized Supports - Every learner grows at their own pace. We provide personalized
supports to help each student flourish—academically, socially, and emotionally.

We believe that every student has potential, and it is our privilege to help them discover it.

If you have questions about special education services or want to learn more about how we can
work together, please don’t hesitate to reach out to our office.

Here’s to a year full of growth, learning, and success for all!

Tanya Peterson
Special Education Director




Technology Coordinator — Cari Zachow

We’re excited to kick off another great school year! As part of our continued commitment to supporting
student learning, we are once again offering laptop insurance for middle and high school students at a low
cost.

Cost of Insurance:
e $30 for the first student
e $10 for each additional student (e.g., 2 students = $40, 3 students = $50)

Laptops are a vital part of today’s classroom experience, and we know accidents can happen—spills,
drops, or even everyday wear and tears. With insurance, you can protect your student’s device and avoid
unexpected repair or replacement costs.

Each laptop is assigned to an individual student, and that student is responsible for any damage, whether
it happens at school or at home. Purchasing insurance helps ensure that if a laptop is damaged (by the
assigned student or someone else), repair or replacement costs will be covered.

If you choose not to purchase insurance, any damage to the assigned laptop will be the responsibility of
the student and their family.

How to Purchase:
Laptop insurance will be available for purchase:

e At Middle School New Student/6th Grade Orientation
e In the Middle School Office
¢ In the High School Office

Don’t wait until it’s too late—protect your student’s laptop today!




Native American Director — Markie Carpenter
way Xast sxIx§alt (Good day)

This is my third year as the Native American Director and I’m excited to welcome students back
to fill my office with messes, laughter, and our Native & Bulldog Pride!

The JOM/Title 6 program is here to support our K-12 Tribal students on their path to achieve
their High School diploma and beyond. Working with our school staff, the Colville Tribe, and a
dedicated parent committee, I provide our Native American students with access to culture,
language, Tribal-tradition, financial support relating to success in school, and opportunities to
connect with a large Native community outside of our school halls. All students who are enrolled
in/OR descendants of any federally recognized tribe qualify for services provided by our JOM
program.

The JOM office is in the library. I encourage any student interested in sharing culture to visit and
be a part of our community. Please reach out if you have any questions about eligibility or
services.

limlimtx (Thank you)

Markie Staggs-Carpenter
mcarpenter@oksd.wedent.edu
509-422-3770 ext 3121



mailto:mcarpenter@oksd.wedent.edu

Transportation Supervisor — Larry Scroggins
Dear Families and Students,

We’re thrilled to welcome you back for another exciting school year! As the wheels start turning
and the buses begin rolling through our neighborhoods once again, the Transportation
Department is ready and committed to getting students to and from school safely, on time, and
with a smile.

Our dedicated team of drivers and maintenance staff have been working hard over the summer to
ensure a smooth and reliable start to the year. From route updates to safety checks and training,
we’ve prepared thoroughly to serve our students and families with excellence.

Here’s what to expect this year:

© Updated Routes: Check your school’s website or our transportation portal for
current route info.

e (O Timely Service: We strive for prompt pickups and drop-offs. Please have students at
stops 5 minutes early.

@ Safety First: Remind students to follow all bus safety rules and listen to their drivers.

& Questions or Concerns? Contact our Transportation Office at 509-422-3300 for
assistance.

We are proud to play a key role in your student’s education journey. Thank you for your
partnership and trust as we begin this new year together.

Let’s make this school year a safe, smooth, and successful ride for everyone!

Warm regards,
Larry Scroggins, Director of Transportation




Outreach School Principal — Roy Johnson

Welcome back!

I hope this letter finds you refreshed, recharged, and ready for a new school year filled with
discovery, connection and growth. We look forward to helping our students reach their
educational goals while becoming productive members of our community!

A new school year is a fresh beginning, a time to set new goals, try new things, and strengthen
friendships. The Okanogan Outreach and our Open Doors program at Worksource are designed
to provide students with options that will complement their unique educational needs. When
enrolling, along with credit checks students are interviewed to determine what their desired
outcome is and then we create an individualized education plan.

The Okanogan Outreach offers students the ability to accelerate their schooling for early
graduation, engage in credit retrieval, or graduate with a Washington State Diploma. Outreach
staff work with students to help them meet their educational goals by having extended hours and
flexible scheduling to accommodate jobs, family and other commitments. As part of the
Outreach program, we also offer online classes through Edgenuity for students who prefer digital
learning.

The Open Doors Program enrolls students ages 16 (as of September 1,2025) to 21 years of age
who are working towards their Washington State Diploma or GED. This year we are fortunate to
have two new staff members; Instructor Erin Delude and Student Support Specialist Ximena
Sanchez. Both Erin and Ximena are committed to their students’ well-being and success. They
work closely with students to ensure academic goals are being met, as well as assisting with
career readiness skills with instruction, internships and skill certification opportunities. Our staff
monitors each student’s progress regularly and adjusts lessons accordingly.

Outreach Enrollment Packets will be available for pickup on August 19" and enrollment
appointments can be made at the same time. If you have questions about Outreach enrollment,
please contact our Enrollment Administrator Jennifer Heindselman at 509-826-7612. Students
interested in the Open Doors program can call Erin Delude at 509-557-8140 with questions and
to make an appointment.




New Open Doors Staff

WELCOHE 10 THE LEARNING CEMER -
T

Ximena Sanchez, Open Doors Student Support Specialist, Erin Delude, Open Doors




Aﬂ/[\ Elementary School Principal — Jeremy Clark

Dear Virginia Grainger Families,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year! Whether your family is returning or you are joining our
community for the first time, we are so excited to have you as part of the Virginia Grainger
family. I hope your summer has been full of fun, rest, and meaningful time together.

This year, we are continuing our school-wide focus on strong attendance. Our goal is for each
classroom—and our school as a whole—to reach a 95% attendance rate, this means (9 or less)
days absent for the entire school year. We will track our progress monthly and celebrate our
collective success throughout the year. As you know, strong attendance helps students feel more
connected, confident, and successful in school. Setting a consistent bedtime and morning routine,
avoiding appointments during school hours, and talking with your child about the importance of
showing up are just a few simple ways to support regular attendance. If your child is struggling
with school-related anxiety or a sudden change in behavior, please don’t hesitate to connect with
their teacher or our school team—we are here to help.

As summer winds down, now is the perfect time to ease back into school routines. In my own
home, that means earlier bedtimes, more structured days, and building excitement about the new
school year. A great way to prepare is by setting aside just 15 minutes a day for reading,
practicing math facts, or journaling. These small efforts at home make a big difference in the
classroom.

Important dates!: Our class lists will be posted on the school entry doors on the 15® through the
first day. We will have an informal open house to see classrooms and meet teachers on the 25
from 3:00-5:30. Our first day of school is the 26™ for grades 1-5 with our Kindergarten and pre-
school (TK) screening and WA-Kids assessments on the 26" and 27*, parents will be called to
schedule these appointments for Kindergarten and TK.

I feel incredibly fortunate to begin another year with the amazing students, families, and staff of
Virginia Grainger. I truly value the partnership between school and home, and I encourage each
of you to get involved—whether it’s through your child’s classroom, the PTO, or attending one
of our many family events. Communication is a priority for us, and I want you to know that my
door is always open. Please reach out if you have questions, ideas, or simply want to connect.
Let’s make 2025-2026 a year of growth, joy, and learning for all. I look forward to seeing you
soon and working together to support every student, every day.

Working together,
Jeremy Clark
Principal, Virginia Grainger Elementary




Middle School Principal — Dorinda Belcher
Dear Okanogan Middle School Families,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year! It is my honor and privilege to serve as Okanogan's
Middle School Principal. I am excited to begin another year of learning, growth, and
collaboration with our incredible students, dedicated staff, and supportive families.

We are eagerly preparing to welcome our 6th grade students and families at our 6th Grade
Open House on Monday, August 25th from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is a wonderful
opportunity to meet our team, tour the building, and get ready for a successful school

year. Chinook Music will be on-site during the Open House to assist families with band
instrument rentals. If your child is not in 6th grade but you would still like to rent an
instrument, you are more than welcome to stop by during that time.

Remaining fiscally responsible with the funding and resources entrusted to us is of the highest
importance to our District. As many of you may know, Outdoor School funding was cut from
the State’s budget during the last legislative session. This change means we will need to be
creative and resourceful in securing funding for Camp Progress this school year. We will be
sharing more information soon about how families and the community can help us make this
valuable experience possible for our students.

At OK Middle School, our goal is to build and strengthen a collaborative atmosphere, dedicated
to always working in the best interest of our students. We need you as a partner for our school to
continue reaching our shared goal of excellence for our students and community. We appreciate
the strong and meaningful connections being built between our schools, students, teachers, staff,
and the Okanogan community.

As we begin this new year together, I look forward to continuing to strengthen the

partnerships that support our students’ success. If I can be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate
to contact me at 509.422.2680 or dbelcher@oksd.wednet.edu.

Here’s to a great school year ahead!

Warm regards,
Dorinda Belcher




High School Principal — Zach Spaet

We hope you had an amazing summer full of rest, fun, and recharging! We’re fired up to
welcome our students and staff back as there’s never been a better time to be a Bulldog!

The high school office will reopen on Wednesday, August 13 at 8 a.m. and our first day of
school is scheduled for Tuesday, August 26. If you’re new to Okanogan High School, please
contact the office so we can assist you in scheduling an appointment with a counselor. For our
incoming freshmen, we understand the transition to high school brings a mix of excitement and
nerves. To help ease that transition, we invite you to attend Freshman Orientation on Thursday,
August 21 at 6 p.m. in the cafeteria. Hosted by our ASB officers, this event is a great opportunity
to explore the school, meet classmates, and receive answers to questions you may have.

The high school office is now cashless. With that, all payments made in the office must be
completed using a credit or debit card. You may also pay online at any time through the payment
portal on the district website. This change helps us provide a more secure and efficient service to
our students and families. Speaking of a typical purchase made at the beginning of the year, one
of the best values out there is our Bulldog ASB Card! For just $45, students gain admission to all
regular season home games and receive discounts throughout the year. Please know that ASB
cards are required for athletes and those participating in ASB activities or clubs.

Consistent attendance matters because students who attend 90 percent or more of the school year
are more likely to earn higher grades and graduate on time. Please be aware that guardians must
provide a written excuse or call the office whenever a student returns from an absence.
Unexcused absences may result in loss of make-up privileges or ineligibility for extracurricular
participation on that day. Building on that, our electronics device policy is still in effect as
students cannot be on their devices during the school day. Last year’s implementation resulted in
major improvements to learning, focus, and social interaction—all while limiting disruptions.

As we begin the 2025-26 school year, we look forward to reconnecting and continuing to build a
unified Bulldog community grounded in Courtesy, Pride, and Respect. Okanogan High School
truly has something for everyone. To our students—be bold in exploring opportunities, stay
present, commit to doing your best, and never give up. If you have any questions or need
support, please contact the high school office at 509-422-3770. We are here to help and are
committed to your success!

Sincerely

Zach Spaet




Welcome to Our New Staff!

We are excited to welcome the newest members of our Okanogan School District family! Please
join us in greeting the following educators and staff as they begin their journey with us:

eth AnnéCoffey Magali Villaraldo Mota Lisa Peterson
4™ Grade Teacher Transitional Kindergarten Teacher Life Skills Para

[\

Gianina Gronlund Will Clark Bradon Maple Makenna Reed
Life SKkills Para Life SKkills Para Life SKkills Para General Education Para

AN

Toni Wilson Amanda Fletcher Shannon Gilbert
General Education Para General Education Para General Education Para

We’re thrilled to have them on board and look forward to all they’ll contribute to our students
and schools!




(® 2025-2026 Bell Schedules by Building

Building Start Time End Time
Elementary 8:15 AM  2:55PM Breakfast served 7:40—-8:00
Middle School 8:05 AM  3:00 PM  Advisory period on Wednesdays
High School 8:05 AM 3:00 PM Advisory period on Wednesdays
Outreach School Flexible  Flexible Custom schedules via advisor

u b Notices & Resources

Child Find Notice

The Okanogan School District is required by Washington Administrative Code 392-172-100 to
inform patrons of the special education services and programs available within the district. The
State of Washington defines special needs as having concerns with developmental delays, vision,
hearing, health, communication skills, academic performance, social-emotional status, general
intelligence, motor abilities, autism, traumatic brain injury, transition services or other
disabilities.

People with children from birth to age 21, who have any of these conditions, are encouraged to
contact the district’s director of special services, Tanya Peterson - 422-3580, for more
information.

McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children & Youth

Are you struggling to find permanent housing due to financial difficulties? Okanogan School
District’s McKinney Vento program can help your child maintain their school stability and can
help connect your family to resources. If any of the following circumstances are true, your
children may qualify for McKinney-Vento support through Okanogan School district’s
McKinney Vento program.

Are you currently:

e Couch surfing (moving from place to place to sleep),

e Doubled up with friends or relatives due to financial hardship,
e A teen living on your own,

o At risk of losing your home,

e Living without plumbing or electricity,

e Living in a hotel or motel, vehicle or campground,

e Living in a shelter, or

e Living on the street

If you can answer “yes” to any of these living situations, please contact Julia O’Connor by
calling or texting (509)322-7131 and let her help you connect with school and area resources.




Home-Based Instruction (Homeschool) Students

Parents providing homebased instruction to their children must, according to Washington State
laws, file the following information via their local school district: child’s name, grade, birth
date, and credentials, if any, of home instructor. Parents may pick up forms and file this
information at the Okanogan School District office located at 115 Rose Street. The due date for
filing is September 15, or within two weeks of the beginning of the school quarter. Any
questions, please contact Brandy Williams, District Secretary, at 422-3629.

% Upcoming Dates to Remember

Aug 13 — New student enrollment begins

Aug 18 — High School Football begins

Aug 21 — GEAR UP Orientation 7pm — 8pm

Aug 21 — Freshman Orientation 6pm

Aug 25 — Elementary Open House 3pm — 5:30pm

Aug 25 — 6" Grade Open House 6pm — 7:30pm

Aug 25 — High School Volleyball, Soccer and Cross Country begin
Aug 25 - Middle School Football, Volleyball and Cross Country begin
Aug 26 — First Day of School

Sept 1 — No School (Labor Day)

Sept 5 — No School (Fair Day)

Sept 12 — Elementary Family Reading Night




Personnel Directory

OFFICE

Superintendent

Accts Payable Manager
Payroll/Personnel
Business Manager

District Secretary
Transportation Supervisor
Maintenance Supervisor
Special Education Director
Special Education Secretary
Family Empowerment
Outreach Principal
Outreach Secretary

High School Principal

High School Secretary
Middle School Principal
Middle School Secretary
M.S./H.S. Library

M.S. Counselor

H.S. Counselor
Elementary Counselor
Vocational Assistant

Food Service Supervisor
Athletic Director
Elementary Principal
Elementary Secretary
ASB/Food Service Coordinator
Federal Projects Director
Native American Director

PERSON

Steve Quick

Eve Roberts
Brenda Stevens
Klancy Allen
Brandy Williams
Larry Scroggins
Robby Gaines
Tanya Petersen
Kim Bird

Julia O’Connor
Roy Johnson
Jennifer Heindselman
Zach Spaet

Teri Ewer
Dorinda Belcher
Katherine Brown
Melissa Maple
Brittany Carden
Karen Chesledon
Cody Harvill

Erin Radke
Todd Rouse
Kevin Daling
Jeremy Clark

Jolene Keith / Jamie Gavin

Trace Paul
Michelle Daling
Markie Carpenter

NUMBER EXT #
422-3629

422-3629 1018
422-3629 1012
422-3629 1013
422-3629 1011
422-3300 1017
422-8623 1016
422-3580 2111
422-3580 2603
826-7612 1023
826-7612 2016
826-7612 1024
422-3770

422-3770 3116
422-2680

422-2680 3133
422-3770 3114
422-2680 3098
422-3656 3117
422-3580 2227
422-3656 3144
422-3629 1013
422-4429 3115
422-3580

422-3580 2221/2220
422-2680 3147
422-3629 2110
422-3770 3159




2025-2026 Okanogan School District Calendar
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Other Events to Consider

Aug 20 HS Football Begins

2025-26

Aug 18-21 & 25 Professional Development Days

Aug 26 First Day of School for Students (1-12)
Aug 26827 Screening for Preschool, TK, and K
Aug 28 First day for Preschool, TK, and K
Sep1 Labor Day - No School
Sep 5 Fair Day - No School
Sep 26 Professional Develop for teachers
Sep 26 Mative American Day - No School
Oct 24 Professional Develop for teachers
Oct 31 Quarer Ends-Early Release-Grading Day
Mav §-7 PT Conferences - Mo School
Mawv 10-11 Veterans Day - No School
Mow 26-28 Thanksgiving Vacation
Dec 22-Jan 2 Winter Break
Jan 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School
Jan 23 Semester End-Early Release-Grading Day
Feb 13 No School (Possible Snow Day Makeup)
Feb 16 Presidents’ Day - No School
Feb 27 Professional Develop for teachers®
Mar 20 Professional Develop for teachers
Apr 3 Quarter Ends-Early Release-Grading Day
Apr6-10 Spring Break
Apr 16-17 PT Conferences - No School
May 25 Memorial Day - No School
Jun 6 High School Graduation
Jun 8 Outreach Graduation
Jun 8 Preschool Last Day
Jun 10 Last Day of School - Early Release

Mo Preschool on any Early-Release or Late-Start Day

Inclement weather to be made up Feb 13.

If no days are off because of weather, Feb 13

will become a vacation day from school.

Make up days beyond one will be added to end of year.

Other Events to Consider

Oct 27 MS BB and M5 Girls WR Begin

January 2026
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Other Events to Consider
Mar 2 HS Spring Sports Begin

Aug 25 HS VB, Soccer, CC Begin

Mov 17 HS Winter Sports Begin

Mar 23 MS Track Begins

Aug 25 M3 Football Begins

Jan 5 M3 GB and M5 Boys WR Begin

May 30 Final HS Spring Sports Champicnshi

Aug 25 MS VB Begins

Feb 20-21 State Wrestling Championships

Aug 25 MS CC Begins

Mar 4-7 State Basketball Champicnships

P schosl Closed
Early Release

PD Teacher Professional Development - No School
Graduations

Parent Teacher Conferences
First & Last Day of School




