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A transcript is the official, permanent record of a 
student’s academic achievement.

The Academic Achievement Record (AAR) or transcript 
in Houston ISD documents:
● All finalized courses attempted for high school credit
● State (STAAR) End-of-Course (EOC) outcomes
● Graduation path (e.g., Distinguished Level of 

Achievement), targeted/fulfilled endorsements (e.g., 
Multi-Disciplinary Studies), and graduation date

● Certifications and acknowledgements 
● Weighted and unweighted grade point average (GPAs)
 

What is a transcript?



The unweighted GPA is the traditional 4.0 scale: A=4, 
B=3, C=2, D=1, F=0.
GPA in Houston ISD is based on a weighted 4.0 scale, 
which awards an extra grade point for each 
successfully completed quality point (i.e., honors) class. 
For the weighted scale: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, F=0.
High school courses (e.g., Spanish 1) taken in middle 
school are excluded from the GPA calculation.
GPA = (Sum of GPA points earned during high school) / 
(Number of course inputs during high school)

GPA



Only 12th Graders are ranked officially in Houston ISD.

Rank is derived from weighted grade point averages.

12th Graders are ranked three times:
● June 30th
● October
● February

There is no re-ranking for the final (i.e., graduate) high 
school transcript.

Rank



Transcripts
Students will receive an updated transcript each time there is a new 
ranking.  They should keep it and make copies as needed.

Official, digital transcripts are never sent to students and families.

Credit Recovery (CR) grades do not replace the originals.

Official (sealed) transcripts are to be purchased through School Pay.  
If the requesting institution accepts transcripts via email, we will 
send for free.



STAAR EOC
Testing Coordinator: Ms. Walton



STAAR test dates:

December 2 - English I
December 3 - US History
December 4 - English II
December 5- Algebra
December 8 - Biology



STAAR test dates:

English 1: April 9

English 2: April 14

U.S. History: April 15

Biology: April 22

Algebra 1: April 28



Writing Lab

















College Corner

Brigid Gould 

Latonia Hunt

Kaitlyn Campbell
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APPLICATIONS & The College 
Corner

27

What the College Corner can help 
with…

▪ Account creation
▪ Search and list development
▪ Representative visits and 

connections
▪ Application strategy
▪ Essay, personal statement, and 

resume resources
▪ Sending application documents
▪ Fee waivers
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Assured Admissions

In this admission structure, 
requirements for admission are 
commonly laid out in a set of very clear 
and defined parameters that include 
GPA, rank, exam scores, and/or course 
requirements or any combination 
thereof. 



Assured Admission
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Selective / Holistic Admission

30

In this admission structure, 
requirements for admission can 

often seem vague because no exact 
parameter for admissions are 

provided. Instead, colleges and 
universities will place weight on all 
of the items submitted in order to 
gain more in-depth knowledge of 

the student’s academic background 
and personal characteristics. 



Holistic or Selective Admission
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APPLICATIONS & Parents
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What the College Corner Needs from Parents…

▪ Ensure Common App and/or 
ApplyTexas Accounts Created
▪ Ensure student has waived FERPA 

rights
▪ Ensure students has waived right to 

view rec letters
▪ Ensure students obtains application 

waivers**
▪ Ensure student link account in 

Schoolinks



TESTING and Parents
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What the College Corner Needs from Parents…

▪ Plan months in advance
▪ Encourage use of Khan 

Academy (10 hours per week 
goal)
▪ Ensure students obtain test fee 

waivers**



TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

SCHOLARSHI
PS GRANTS

WORK-ST
UDY LOANS

Based on need or 
merit.

Do not have to 
pay back.

Do not have to pay 
back.

Students work 
on campus and 

get paid
Must pay 

back. 



FINANCIAL AID and the College 
Corner

35

bit.ly/collegeschoalrs
hips

Scholarship
s

What the College Corner help with…

▪ Scholarship search tools
▪ Interview Preparation
▪ Essay, statement, and resume 

resources
▪ FAFSA / TASFA preparation
▪ Verification completion
▪ Understanding aid packages
▪ Appealing financial aid 

packages
▪ Accepting award offers



Senior Year Timeline

Augus
t

AUGUST
▪ Further refine college list

▪ Research ED deadlines
and working on 
supplementals

▪ Continue scholarship search

▪ Research college events in 
area

▪ Complete essays and collect 
recommendations

▪ Begin Khan academy prep

▪ Develop application strategy

▪ Connect with College 
Corner

• Create 
ApplyTexas 
and 
Common 
App profiles

• Meet with 
your college 
advisor

• Ask for 
letters of 
recommend
ation (if 
necessary

Sept

SEPTEMBER

▪ Discuss ability to pay with 
family

▪ Create FSA ID and collect 
financial information for aid 
applications

▪ Map out campus visits

▪ Apply to any specialty 
programs (Questbridge, 
POSSE, etc.)

▪ Continue scholarship 
search

• Finalize 
college list

• FSA should 
be created at 
this point

36

Fall 
Semester

▪ Create application accounts 
and begin developing 
essays

▪ Reach out tor 
recommenders

▪ Develop essay and personal 
statement

▪ Begin scholarship search

▪ Map our testing dates

▪ Finalize and prioritize 
college list

▪ Conduct initial college visits

▪ Research fly-in 
opportunities

JULY



Senior Year Timeline

Augus
t

NOVEMBER

▪ Submit EA / ED2 
Applications

▪ Continue scholarship search

▪ Regularly check college 
application portals

▪ Continue college visits

▪ Note in-state preferred 
admission deadlines

▪ Plan winter break college 
visits

• Create 
ApplyTexas 
and 
Common 
App profiles

• Meet with 
your college 
advisor

• Ask for 
letters of 
recommend
ation (if 
necessary

Sept

DECEMBER

▪ Submit RD Applications

▪ Continue scholarship search

▪ Regularly check college 
application portals

▪ Continue college visits

▪ Note in-state preferred 
admission deadlines

▪ Plan winter break college 
visits

▪ Begin verification or CSS 
processes

• Finalize 
college list

• FSA should 
be created at 
this point

37

Fall 
Semester

▪ Final refinement to college 
list

▪ Submit ED applications

▪ Continue scholarship 
search

▪ Submit financial aid 
applications (FASFA / 
TASFA)

▪ Attend college fairs

▪ Conduct college visits

▪ Explore College, Career, 
and Military Readiness 
Programming

OCTOBER
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Ms. Hunt: latonia.hunt@houstonisd.org

Ms. Gould: brigid.gould@houstonisd.org 

Mrs. Campbell: 
kaitlyn.camobell@houstonisd.org



IB Updates
Your Lamar IB Coordinators

CP: Mr. Munoz
Dmunoz@houstonisd.org

DP: Ms. Hicks
Shelby.hicks@houstonisd.org
Instagram: ibdpcoordinator

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.instagram.com/ibdpcoordinator/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610539871359&usg=AOvVaw3aMQ7P5pMts_9JcxgYcAFV


IB Career-Related Programme Students
● Continue Career Pathway
● Complete GTIS 

requirements
● Language and Cultural 

Studies
● Community Engagement
● Complete Reflective 

Project in GTIS
● Sit for all IB exams and 

complete all IB IAs and 
projects



IB Diploma Programme Students
● Begin TOK and 

Extended Essay
● Complete all 

assessments in 
your 6+ IB courses

● Begin CAS 
(Creativity, 
Activity, Service)

● Sit for all IB exams 
and complete all 
IB projects.

● 11th grade DP link

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.tinyurl.com/LamarIBDP&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610540426786&usg=AOvVaw0ivA17XJcUATZ2DjiR-EC1


What is the Extended Essay?
Watch this student-made video that explains the 
purpose and process of the Extended Essay. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m0p_Lw_tsnDNo9p1uX2Qjr_NwyNm3a2o/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610540923516&usg=AOvVaw1eTWnmCgBkaEKSvLNtW1ju
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m0p_Lw_tsnDNo9p1uX2Qjr_NwyNm3a2o/view?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541030924&usg=AOvVaw2-U1N_W0RHZcxqwDJ01oyg


● All 11th and 12th graders 
taking at least 1 IB class 
need to pay the annual $90 
fee. 

● Students qualified as 
economically disadvantaged 
may qualify for a reduced 
fee.

● IB course names end in SL 
and HL. 

You need to know: IB Fee



It helps pay for IB tests, IB materials, digital resources, field 
trips, and teacher trainings for our IB programs and if 
earned the graduation stole.

The actual fee that HISD pays to the IB is $119 per course. 
When a student tests in five IB courses, HISD pays the IB 
$595.

You can make your annual payment through School Pay or 
in person at the Lamar business office.

Students who do not pay their annual IB fee will not be able 
to complete senior check-out in May. 

Why an IB fee?



Lamar HS IB Program Fee
2025-2026 School Year $90



● Contact your child’s Assistant Principal 
or Academic Dean for current status.

FFTo For Current Payment Status



CP and DP Stoles = Fee paid, 
IB score form (senior year) is 
complete, all IB assessments 

are complete, oral 
assessments are complete, 
student sits for all IB exams 

in April/May, all internal 
assessments are complete. 

1 missing item = no stole for 
graduation



No-Sit Fee Facts
● The district has paid $119 per IB course 

you are taking. 
● If you skip an exam or assessment, you will 

pay a $25 no-sit fee to help recover the 
cost. (Required for senior check-out.)

● Skipping just one IB exam for a course 
prevents you from earning any college 
credit for the course. It’s an automatic fail. 

● Sleeping during an exam and arriving late 
will result in a no-sit fee. 



Why should I complete my IB courses 
and exams?

• Follow through on your commitment to participate in 
a college-level course. 

• Earn college credit from Texas public universities and 
many schools around the world. 
• Texas public colleges, including UH, UT, and HCC, 

are required to provide you with college credit 
when you earn the minimum passing score on an 
IB exam. 

• Ensure you can exempt final exams if you meet all 
exemption requirements. 

• Avoid paying the no-sit fee. 



What do top colleges 
think about the IB? 
Watch the video from 
Johns Hopkins to find 
out. 

Then, visit this site to 
hear from other top 
universities around the 
world. 

https://texasibcollegefair.com/

The IB and Universities

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://texasibcollegefair.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541494850&usg=AOvVaw3uWe_StJOATb737JhUJDil
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/file/d/11mAPpoKhp6RIqEmYJddd2tp9Gzf4Lckn/preview&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541525764&usg=AOvVaw2HxpHWj2Rko_Ct1xmr3GyR
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University IB 
Credit Policies
Participating in IB DP courses at Lamar will increase 
your success in college and in your future career. You 

will become a stronger writer, researcher, 
collaborator, and thinker. 

IB DP courses also have the potential to help you earn 
college credit at thousands of schools in the USA and 
around the world. This can save you time and money. 

Use this slideshow to explore how universities award 
credit using IB exam scores.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v19g_caBOLIaFbcYcsUe1-mEweXJ4K0GJlLNDbJM6UI/edit?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541954377&usg=AOvVaw3LcwDfKkPb_a21wny7a-ZI
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v19g_caBOLIaFbcYcsUe1-mEweXJ4K0GJlLNDbJM6UI/edit?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541954542&usg=AOvVaw1e3_YbqzPd7wqHEJocLlHY
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1v19g_caBOLIaFbcYcsUe1-mEweXJ4K0GJlLNDbJM6UI/edit?usp%3Dsharing&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610541957224&usg=AOvVaw2Zkiu_g4VmmXrpxHPlkkTv


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0848ADAB2EAAFD0-47355864-2024%23/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1754610542169566&usg=AOvVaw36fuBzWk4yVIjoJYA7sWjA


Senior Expectations 
Lamar 12th Grade Administrative Team



Communication
• Parent Square

• Weekly newsletter from Mrs. Graves
• Student Canvas pages
• Instagram

• Email is the best form of communication 
when reaching out to deans, APs, and 
coordinators. 



ATTENDANCE
Students must be in attendance for 90% of the time the 
class is in session. Once the student crosses the 10% 
threshold, credit is lost.

Credit Appeal is only available if the grade is 70+%.

Credit Recovery (CR) is for failed courses. The course will 
be completed via the district online platform (own 
pace). Students with Fall 2025 CR courses, must 
complete them by December 1st, 2025.



STUDENT DRESS POLICY
TOPS: The Lamar Top is the Lamar polo, collared shirt. 
Hoodies and sweaters are NOT tops.
Seniors may purchase the red Lamar Senior polo top and 
wear it any day of the week.
Lamar spirit shirts, as well as college t-shirts may be worn on 
Fridays.

BOTTOMS: uniform khaki shorts and long pants are the 
approved bottom, as well as blue jean long pants. Girls 
may also wear the khaki skirt or red/blue plaid skirt.
Students are not allowed to wear jean shorts, sweatpants or 
leggings.



Credit Recovery - Ingenuity
Credit Recovery (CR) is for failed courses. The 
course will be completed via Ingenuity (online at 
own pace). Students with Fall 2025 CR courses, 
must complete them by December 1st, 2025.
If a student is assigned to the Grad Lab, they are 
expected to attend. However, once the CR 
courses are complete, the Grad Lab period may 
be changed to off campus.
Not all students with CR will have a Grad Lab 
period.



LUNCH
Lamar is a closed campus.

Students may NOT leave campus for any reason, unless checked 
out by the guardian.
If a student must leave campus early, an email must be sent in 
the morning to the 12th grade clerk, with an accompanying 
photo of guardians’ government-issued ID.



HISD Transportation 
(john.starling@houstonisd.org)
 Transportation Request Transportation Concerns

mailto:john.starling@houstonisd.org


No Personal Communication Device- 
HB1481



Expectations



Disciplinary Actions



Further offenses will result in elevated formal 
disciplinary action, as outlined in the HISD 
Student Code of Conduct.

HISD will not be held responsible for any lost, 
stolen, or damaged devices confiscated due to 
the violation of the law and district policy.



Starting August 12, 2025!

No delivery is permitted 
for the new year. 
Students may have 
school lunch or may 
bring a home lunch. 
Parents may not have 
food delivered. Any food 
delivered will be 
confiscated.



Students will be scheduled for 6 - 8 classes 
depending upon program and graduation 
requirements. 

Off-campus periods are a privilege, NOT a 
right. Only 1 off-campus per day is 
permitted. An off-campus may be lost if 
Credit Recovery or Credit Appeal is needed.

SCHEDULING - Student Led Conferences



Schedule Changes or Concerns
Please email Mrs. Graves directly if you have any 
schedule concerns or questions.

RGRAVES1@HOUSTONISD.ORG

Schedules are still being finalized and we will have 
schedule changes during the first week. The schedule 
change request form will be pink.

mailto:RGRAVES1@HOUSTONISD.ORG


COLLEGE VISITS
Students are ONLY allowed two college visits per year.

Prior to leaving for the college visit, the 
guardian must forward the university’s 
confirmation email to the Assistant Principal 
for approval.



Last weeks of each semester
Please do not schedule appointments the 
last weeks of school. The school schedule 
may shift and there is not any available time 
to make up the lost time.

DO NOT MISS SCHOOL!

Attendance is taken through JUNE 4, the last day of 
school.















AUG 25:
A - L

AUG 27:
M - Z



SAVE THE DATES!



12th grade Contacts
12A/12B 
Assistant Principal
John Starling - john.starling@houstonisd.org 
Academic Dean 
Frances Brooks - fbrooks1@houstonisd.org 

12C/12D
Assistant Principal
Monica Pizaña - mpizana@houstonisd.org 
Academic Dean
Deanna Bocage-Pace - Deanna.BocagePace@houstonisd.org 

mailto:john.starling@houstonisd.org
mailto:fbrooks1@houstonisd.org
mailto:mpizana@houstonisd.org
mailto:Deanna.BocagePace@houstonisd.org


Thank you for joining us this 
evening. Please stay in touch.

tinyurl.com/Lamar2026


