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Dear Riverside Students and Families,

Mary and | are super pumped to begin our second year as the leadership team at Riverside! We can’t wait to

see all the smiles, hear the laughter, and catch up on the summer adventures of our Red Hawks.

Over the past few weeks, we've reflected on the successes of last year...and there’s so much to celebrate.
Riverside continues to excel academically, and we look forward to sharing our state assessment results once
they’re released. Just as important, we continue to shine in what truly makes our school special: our
relationships. A strong, positive school climate has always been a hallmark of Riverside, and the district’'s

upcoming climate survey results will reflect the care, trust, and connection we'’ve built together.

With that foundation, Mary and | have been busy planning, preparing, and making sure the 2025-2026 school
year will be nothing short of awesome. We're committed to keeping Riverside the place where high

expectations meet big-time fun.

That said, as much as we enjoy working together (Love you Mary &), the building just isn’t the same without
our students. The hallways are too quiet, and we’ve had enough of the silence. It's time to get back to doing

what we do best, making school the best part of our kids’ day.

As we prepare to kick off the school year, please review the important information below. In the coming days
the Riverside Back to School Page will be updated with important forms and documents for the new school

year.

Thank you for your trust and partnership.

With excitement and gratitude,

- wa?gﬂu Q/[wb

~ Jason Martin Méry Dolan Collette
Principal Assistant Principal



https://rs.greenwichschools.org/school-information/back-to-school

Welcome Back!

The first day of school is Friday, August 29th - it is a full day of school. Arrival begins at 8:30am and
instruction begins in the classroom each day at 8:45am. Please note for the first day of school there will be a
special schedule for kindergarten only. See below for more information.

Parade of Learners - We are excited to welcome our students back with the Parade of Learners. This
tradition provides families and students the opportunity to greet their friends and teachers. Please follow the

bulleted directions below:
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e At approximately 8:30am we will have a - .mm owerd®
welcome gathering in the front of the school . K o~
(weather permitting) for grades 1-5. L2

e Grade level locations will be designated by | w

numbered balloons that correspond to your

child’s grade.
e At approximately 8:40am we will begin to form
the Parade of Learners line starting with grade

5 and ending with grade 1.

e We ask that parents refrain from standing in

the entrance pathway so that students can

quickly enter the building. We also ask that

parents and family members remain outside

and do not enter the building.

e Please note that the PTA is holding a Volunteer
Fair in the school café from 9:00am - 10:00am on the first day of school only. All visitors MUST enter
and exit through the main entrance only. We will begin allowing parents to enter once the Parade
has fully concluded and all students are in their classrooms. We hope to see many of you there

supporting the PTA.

Kindergarten Arrival 9:00 am (First day of school ONLY) - To ensure a smooth transition for Riverside’s

youngest learners we are staggering the start time for kindergarten students. All kindergarteners will gather
with their classroom teacher by 9:00 am near the kindergarten entrance (closest to the playground off Hendrie

Avenue). This is also where your child will dismiss daily.

e At 9:00 am kindergarteners will enter the building through the kindergarten entrance.

e Staff members will be available to celebrate them as they cross the threshold as Riverside students.

**If this delayed time is a hardship in any way for your family, please contact our office and we will make

appropriate arrangements to receive your child at our usual time of 8:30 am.



Dismissal 3:10 PM KINDERGARTEN ONLY - Kindergarten students are dismissed daily at 3:10 pm from the
kindergarten doors located on the side of the building (Theile will dismiss through the front main door). This will
allow parents and/or caregivers the opportunity to collect their youngest child and if necessary move on to the

front of the building to meet their older children.

Dismissal 3:15 pm Grades 1-5 - Classroom teachers will escort their students outside to designated grade

level spots where they will dismiss them directly to their parent/guardian or caregiver at 3:15.

e Daily dismissal locations for grades 1-5 will be as follows:
o near the gym doors for grade 1
o by the door to the left of the front door for grade 3
o at the front door for grade 2
o and at the door to the right of the front door for grades 4 and 5
e Grade 3-5 students who have updated their permission in School Dismissal Manager may walk or ride

their bicycles home.

Staffing Update

We're excited to share several staffing updates for the year ahead. We have three new teachers and a few role
changes to celebrate. We waited to send one comprehensive update because our final hire was confirmed as
recent as this week. The maijority of the changes were due to the usual year to year movement of student
enrollments.

Below are the teams for each grade level. Teachers new to a team or new to the building are in bold.

Team/Department Name Position
Arbulu, Gianna No Change
1st Grade Muscat, Lisa Change from 4th
Mozer, Stacy No Change
Groeger, Jennifer No Change
Hand, Madelyn Change from 1st
2nd Grade Prieto, Jennifer No Change
Sturman, Kimberly Change from 1st
D'Andrea, Megan No Change
Fioravanti, Cristina Change from 2nd
3rd Grade Goodbody, Freer No Change
Brown-Mann, Nicola No Change
Crawford, Michelle No Change
4th Grade Legio, Kristin No Change
Ronk, William No Change
Hancock, Carolyn Change from ALP
Lederman, Zachary No Change
Sth Grade Popp, Alex No Change
Prieto, Sophia No Change




Anstey, Mary No Change
Kindergarten Chester, Jennifer Change from 1st and New
Kelly, Pam No Change
Theile, Meaghan No Change
Media Jankiewicz, Audrey New to Riverside
PE D'Andrea, Jay Teacher Physical Education
Bogardus, William Teacher Physical Education
Fazio, Christina Teacher Sped
SPED Giarolo, Nicole New to Riverside
Griffin, Catherine New to Riverside
Saltz, Valerie No Change
SES Victor, Mary No Change
Garafoli, Ally No Change
Giamundo-Damaso, Maria ELL
ALP Ciafone, Dana ELA
de St Croix, Yvonne Change from ALP Grade 2
Spanish Morganti, Angelica Teacher Spanish
Hoffman, Barry Strings
Music Punchatz, Jessica Music/Chorus
Wahlers, Jessica Band
Art Roth, Sarra Teacher Art
Intervention Gunthrope, Catherine Math Interventionist
Sterner, Lynn Reading Interventionist

We're thrilled to welcome several new team members and celebrate role changes across our building.

Jennifer Chester — One of our new kindergarten teachers, Jennifer is no stranger to Riverside. She served as
our first-grade maternity leave replacement last year and brings a wealth of knowledge and experience,

especially in knowing what kindergartners will need to be successful in first grade.

Audrey Jankiewicz — Our new media specialist, Audrey joins us following the retirement of Ms. Browning. She
comes with many years of experience as a seventh-grade ELA teacher at Western and brings both a love of

learning and an understanding of what our students need to be successful with the future of media.

Nicole Girolo — New to our special education team, Nicole is an experienced special education teacher from

Stamford and brings a strong commitment to supporting diverse learners.

Catherine Griffin — Also joining our special education team, Catherine has years of experience working with
students from pre-K through grade five, including those who are medically fragile. She brings a deep

understanding of how to support students with varying needs.

We’'re excited about the energy and expertise these educators bring to Riverside. Be on the lookout for the

upcoming newsletter, where we’ll share full bios for each of our new team members.



