
Elementary Gifted Program 
Screening, Testing, and 
Identification Process

 

Liberty Public Schools conducts a Universal 
Screening of all students in first, third, and fifth 
grades. Students scoring at or above the 90%ile on 
designated reading and math portions of the i-Ready 
Test and/or at or above a 120 Local Total Score on the 
Naglieri General Ability Tests (NGAT) are identified for 
further testing to determine eligibility for gifted 
programming. 
 

To be eligible for gifted programming, students 
must meet criteria in three of four areas. In LPS, one 
of those areas must be General Mental Ability (IQ). 

● Academic Achievement - Score at or above 
the 95%ile on i-Ready (reading and math)

● Reasoning/Creativity - Score at or above the 
91%ile on the SAGES-3 nonverbal reasoning 
test or the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking

● Documented Evidence of Exceptional 
Performance - Score “above” in the Academic 
and/or Social dimension on the HOPE Teacher 
Rating Scale

● General Mental Ability (IQ) - Score at or 
above the 95%ile on an individually 
administered IQ test (required)

 

Data Review Process
When a student is identified for further testing during the Universal Screening process, their parents/guardians 
are notified and permission is obtained to administer additional tests. Once all testing is complete, data is 
reviewed in four areas to determine if a student is eligible for local gifted services. 

 

Academic Ability

● Data reviewed
○ Scores from designated i-Ready 

reading and math benchmarks 

● Eligibility criteria
○ Students scoring at or above the 

95%ile on both reading and math 
i-Ready benchmarks meet eligibility 
criteria in this area

Document Evidence Exceptional Performance 

● Data reviewed 
○ HOPE Teacher Rating Scale

● Eligibility criteria
○ Students scoring in the “above” 

category in the Academic and/or Social 
dimension meet eligibility criteria in this 
area

 

Reasoning/Creativity 

● Data reviewed 
○ SAGES-3 nonverbal reasoning and/or 

Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking
○ Students will be given the SAGES-3 

first. If they do not score at or above 
the 91%ile, they will be given the 
Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking

● Eligibility criteria 
○ Students scoring at or above the 

91%ile on the SAGES-3 nonverbal 
reasoning test or the Torrance Tests of 
Creative Thinking meet eligibility 
criteria in this area 

 

General Mental Ability (IQ) 

● Data reviewed 
○ The Naglieri General Ability Tests 

(NGAT) is group administered and used 
for universal screening only 

○ If a student has met eligibility criteria in 
two of the other three areas (Academic, 
Reasoning/Creativity, Documented 
Evidence of Exceptional Performance), 
they will be given an individually 
administered IQ test, usually the WISC-V

● Eligibility criteria 
○ Students scoring at or above the 95%ile 

on an individually administered IQ test 
meet eligibility criteria in this area 
(required for placement in Liberty’s gifted 
program)

 


