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BACK TO SCHOOL



Dear BASD Fami l ies ,  

At  But ler  Area School  Dist r ict ,  we bel ieve learning is  a l i fe long journey,
and i t  doesn’t  just  happen with in the wal ls  of  a c lassroom.

Sometimes,  the most meaningful  lessons are taught by a parent or
guardian.  Other t imes,  they unfold through community  exper iences or  are
guided by a dedicated teacher.  Whether i t ’ s  at  school ,  at  home, or  out in
the wor ld,  learning can and should happen everywhere.

What we know from brain science is  both fascinat ing and important:  young
people absorb information at a faster  rate than adults ,  and the brain
cont inues developing wel l  into our twent ies.  Every student learns in their
own way,  but one universal  t ruth is  c lear ,  when chal lenged and supported,
the brain grows in powerful  ways.  Struggle,  in  fact ,  i s  often a key part  of
the learning process.

As we prepare for  the year ahead,  we remain committed to our core
miss ion:  student learning.  Whi le schools  often serve many roles ,  our  central
purpose is  to foster  learning that prepares our  students for  l i fe.

This  year ,  let ’s  keep learning at the center  of  everything we do,  whether
that learning takes place in school ,  at  home, or  in  our  broader community .
And let ’s  remember:  one of the most cr i t ical  ingredients to learning is
s imply being present.

Sincerely ,  

Br ian J .  White,  J r . ,  Ed.D.
Super intendent
But ler  Area School  Dist r ict

Learning Happens

Everywhere



The miss ion of the But ler  Area School  Dist r ict ,  a community  committed to foster ing a culture of
forward-think ing,  innovat ive and l i fe long learning,  is  to prepare students to succeed in an ever-
changing global  society through academical ly  r igorous and indiv idual ized learning exper iences with in
a nurtur ing and safe envi ronment.  

Our Beliefs
We bel ieve in l i fe long learning.  
We bel ieve in empowering indiv iduals .  
We bel ieve that divers i ty  must  be respected.  
We bel ieve that creat iv i ty  powers innovat ion.  
We bel ieve that al l  indiv iduals  are able to learn.  

Our Objectives
Al l  students wi l l  have an indiv idual ized r igorous academic plan.  
Al l  students wi l l  meet or  exceed indiv idual ized r igorous growth targets.  
Al l  students wi l l  respect themselves and others.  
Al l  students wi l l  create an ongoing interest-based portfol io that provides a foundation for  career 
     p lanning.  
Al l  students wi l l  read with accuracy,  f luency and comprehension by the end of 3rd grade.  
Al l  students wi l l  demonstrate the social ,  emotional  and problem solv ing sk i l l s  required to be successful
in  their  l i fe long learning.  

Dr.  Brian J.  White,  J r . ,  Super intendent
Dr.  Brian Slamecka,  Ass istant Super intendent
Dr.  Laura Mil ler ,  Di rector  of  Curr iculum, 
     Instruct ion,  and Profess ional  Development
Dr.  Carrie Morgan-Davis,  Ass istant Director  of  
     Curr iculum, Instruct ion,  and Profess ional
     Development 
Mr. Aaron Royhab, Director  of  Special  
     Educat ion
Mrs. Cari  Boozel ,  Ass istant Director  of  Special  
     Educat ion 
Dr.  John Wyll ie,  Ass istant to the Super intendents 
Mr. Curt  Springer,  Ass istant Director  of      
     Behavioral  Supports  
Mrs. Heather Bonzo,  Di rector  of  F inance & 
     Operat ions
Mrs. Kristen Clouse,  Di rector  of  Human 
     Resources
Mrs. Kara Droney,  Director  of  Communicat ions
Mr. Jason Huffman,  Pr incipal ,  SHS
Mr. Doug Ford,  Ass istant Pr incipal ,  SHS
Mrs. Hope Hull ,  Pr incipal  on Special  Ass ignment,  
     SHS

Mr. Daniel  Buzzard,  Dean of Students ,  SHS
Mr. Justin Tanaka,  Dean of Students ,  SHS
Mr. Stephen Dobransky,  Pr incipal ,  IHS
Mrs. Gretchen Crissman,  Ass istant Pr incipal ,  IHS 
Mr. Harold Dunn,  Assistant Pr incipal ,  IHS 
Mrs. Vanessa Boyd,  Pr incipal ,  Broad Street
Mrs. Tanya Lewis,  Pr incipal ,  Center Township
Mrs. Nicole Munko ,  Dean of Students ,  Center    
     Township
Ms. Alicia Beighley,  Ass istant Pr incipal  on 
     Special  Ass ignment,  Connoqueness ing
Mr. Joshua Hundertmark,  Pr incipal ,  Emi ly  
     Br i t tain
Mrs. Theresa Cherry,  Pr incipal ,  McQuist ion
Ms. El izabeth Santi l lo,  Dean of Students ,   
     McQuist ion
Mr. Matt Martinez,  Pr incipal ,  Northwest
Mr. Chad Broman, Pr incipal ,  Summit
Mr. Keenan McGaughey,  Pr incipal ,  Center  
     Avenue Community  School

Mr. Al  Vavro,  Pres ident
Mr. Gary Shingleton,  Vice Pres ident
Mr. John Conrad
Mrs.  Jennifer Cummings
Mrs.  Jennifer Daniels-Wells
Mr.  Phi l  Heasley
Mr.  Terry Stivason
Mrs.  Nina Teff
Mrs.  Cecil ia Tomko

The But ler  Area Board of School  Directors meets on the
second and th i rd Monday of the month.  One meeting per
month wi l l  be a t radit ional  board meeting and one
meeting wi l l  be a community  engagement sess ion.  Both
meeting sty les are open to the publ ic.  

Cl ick here for  more information,  including a l i s t  of
meeting dates,  t imes and locat ions.  

OUR MISSION AND BELIEFS

We bel ieve in dignity  and respect for  al l .  
We bel ieve in the power of community  pr ide.  
We bel ieve that everyone has a r ight to learn.  
We bel ieve in col laborat ive communicat ion.

OUR LEADERSHIP

OUR BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

https://www.basdk12.org/our-district/school-board


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
The First Day of School for all students is on Tuesday, August 26.

ORIENTATION
6th Grade Orientation will take place on August 18 from 9:00-11:00 am

at the Intermediate High School. 

7th Grade Orientation will take place on August 19 from 9:00-11:00 am

at the Intermediate High School. 

8th Grade Orientation will take place on August 19 from 12:00-2:00 pm

at the Intermediate High School. 

9th Grade Orientation will take place on August 18 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm.

SHS Cyber School Orientation (grades 9-12) will take place on

August 18 from 12:00-1:00 pm at the Senior High School. 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Kindergarten Only: August 21 from 4:00-5:00 pm at your child's

elementary school.

Elementary (Grades 1-5): August 21 from 5:45 - 6:45 pm at your child's

elementary school.

Senior High School (Grades 9-12): September 18 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at

the Senior High School.

BACK TO SCHOOL
SAVE THE DATE

Center Avenue Community School: Family Fun Night

on September 18 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at Center

Avenue Community School. 

SUPPLIES
Elementary School

Supply List

Intermediate High School
Suggested Supply List

https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/elementary-supply-list
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/elementary-supply-list
https://ihs.basdk12.org/resources/supply-list
https://ihs.basdk12.org/resources/supply-list


B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  2 0 2 5 – 2 0 2 6  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  K – 8  w h o  a r e  c h r o n i c a l l y
a b s e n t — d e f i n e d  a s  m i s s i n g  1 0 %  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r — w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o
d e m o n s t r a t e  c o n t e n t  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  p r o m o t e d  t o  t h e  n e x t  g r a d e  l e v e l ,
u n l e s s  a  q u a l i f y i n g  m i t i g a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e  i s  d o c u m e n t e d .  T h i s  c h a n g e  r e f l e c t s  o u r
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  m a s t e r e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s k i l l s  a n d
k n o w l e d g e  n e e d e d  t o  s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  g r a d e .

A t t e n d a n c e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  a  c h i l d ’ s  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s .  W h e n
s t u d e n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  a n d  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  c l a s s r o o m  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y
t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  c o r e  s u b j e c t s ,  d e v e l o p  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h
p e e r s ,  a n d  g a i n  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  n e e d e d  t o  t h r i v e .  C h r o n i c  a b s e n t e e i s m ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r
h a n d ,  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e a r n i n g  g a p s  t h a t  m a y  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c l o s e ,  e v e n  w i t h
e x t r a  s u p p o r t .

W h i l e  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  l i f e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m a y  s o m e t i m e s  l e a d  t o  m i s s e d  s c h o o l
d a y s ,  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  s i m p l y  c o m p l e t i n g  m i s s e d  a s s i g n m e n t s  d o e s  n o t
a l w a y s  m e a n  a  s t u d e n t  h a s  f u l l y  l e a r n e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  I n - c l a s s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,
h a n d s - o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r  g u i d a n c e  a r e  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l e a r n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  c a n ’ t  b e  r e p l i c a t e d  t h r o u g h  m a k e u p  w o r k  a l o n e .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c h r o n i c  a b s e n t e e i s m
p l a c e s  a  s t r a i n  o n  s c h o o l  r e s o u r c e s .
Te a c h e r s ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t
s t a f f  m u s t  s p e n d  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e
h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  c a t c h  u p ,  w h i c h  c a n
t a k e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  a w a y  f r o m
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  B y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o
p r i o r i t i z e  a t t e n d a n c e ,  w e  c a n  h e l p  a l l
s t u d e n t s  s t a y  e n g a g e d  a n d  o n  t h e  p a t h
t o  s u c c e s s .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y  a t  o u r  e l e m e n t a r y
s c h o o l s  i s  9 : 0 0  a . m .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h i s  t i m e  h a s
f u n c t i o n e d  m o r e  a s  a n  a r r i v a l  w i n d o w  d u e  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
c h a l l e n g e s ,  w h i c h  o f t e n  d e l a y e d  t h e  s t a r t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .

T h i s  y e a r ,  o u r  g o a l  i s  t o  b e g i n  i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  c l o s e  t o  9 : 0 0
a . m .  a s  p o s s i b l e .  To  h e l p  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r
s c h o o l  b u s e s  a r e  n o w  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a r r i v e  a t  e l e m e n t a r y
s c h o o l s  b y  8 : 4 5  a . m .  T h i s  i s  a  c h a n g e  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s
a n d  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  e a r l i e r  m o r n i n g  p i c k u p  t i m e s  f o r  s o m e
s t u d e n t s .

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL START TIME

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  d r o p  o f f  w i n d o w  f o r  e l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s  i s  n o w  8 : 3 0  -  8 : 4 5  a m .
S p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  p a r e n t  d r o p  o f f  a n d  p i c k  u p  w i l l  c o m e  f r o m  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  a r r i v e  o n  t i m e  a n d  r e a d y  t o  l e a r n .

THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL



A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  c o m m i t m e n t
t o  s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s ,  w e  a r e
i m p l e m e n t i n g  a  d i s t r i c t - w i d e
I n t e g r a t e d  M u l t i - T i e r e d  S y s t e m  o f
S u p p o r t s  ( M T S S ) .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  h e l p s
e v e r y  s t u d e n t  t h r i v e — a c a d e m i c a l l y ,
b e h a v i o r a l l y ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y — b y
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  l e v e l  o f  s u p p o r t
b a s e d  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s .

W h a t  i s  M T S S ?

M T S S  i s  a  p r o a c t i v e ,  d a t a - d r i v e n
f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  h i g h -
q u a l i t y  a c a d e m i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,
b e h a v i o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  t o
h e l p  s t u d e n t s  m a n a g e  t h e i r  e m o t i o n s —
a l l  w i t h i n  o n e  c o n n e c t e d  s y s t e m .  I t
h e l p s  u s  s u p p o r t  a l l  l e a r n e r s ,  w h e t h e r
t h e y  n e e d  e n r i c h m e n t ,  a d d i t i o n a l
s u p p o r t ,  o r  b o t h .

M T S S  i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  s u p p o r t :

T i e r  1  –  S u p p o r t  f o r  A l l  S t u d e n t s :
A l l  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  h i g h - q u a l i t y
a c a d e m i c  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d
b e h a v i o r  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e g u l a r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b u i l d  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s
s e l f - m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  T h i s  s t r o n g
f o u n d a t i o n  m e e t s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  m o s t
s t u d e n t s .

 

T i e r  2  –  Ta r g e t e d  S u p p o r t :
S o m e  s t u d e n t s  m a y  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a
l i t t l e  e x t r a  h e l p .  T h i s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e
s m a l l  g r o u p  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  b e h a v i o r
c o a c h i n g ,  o r  o t h e r  t a r g e t e d
i n t e r v e n t i o n s  t h a t  b u i l d  o n  w h a t  t h e y
a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e  i n  c l a s s .

T i e r  3  –  I n t e n s i v e  S u p p o r t :
A  f e w  s t u d e n t s  m a y  n e e d  m o r e
i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  s u p p o r t .
T h i s  c o u l d  i n v o l v e  o n e - o n - o n e
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  c o u n s e l o r ,
o r  a c c e s s  t o  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e s
t a i l o r e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s .
 
 
H o w  W e  M o n i t o r  P r o g r e s s :
O u r  s c h o o l s  u s e  r e g u l a r  a c a d e m i c
s c r e e n i n g s ,  c l a s s r o o m  a s s e s s m e n t s ,
a n d  b e h a v i o r  d a t a  t o  i d e n t i f y  s t u d e n t s
w h o  m a y  n e e d  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  o r
e n r i c h m e n t .  W e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  m o n i t o r
e a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s  p r o g r e s s  t o  m a k e  s u r e
s u p p o r t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e .

W e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r i n g  e v e r y
s t u d e n t  f e e l s  s a f e ,  v a l u e d ,  a n d
s u p p o r t e d .  A n  i n t e g r a t e d  M T S S  m o d e l
a l l o w s  u s  t o  r e s p o n d  q u i c k l y  a n d
t h o u g h t f u l l y  t o  s t u d e n t  n e e d s — s o  t h a t
a l l  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d  t o
g r o w ,  s u c c e e d ,  a n d  r e a c h  t h e i r  f u l l
p o t e n t i a l .

 

BASDatMTSS

MTSS TIERS OF SUPPORT



A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  s t o o d  i n  f r o n t  o f  o u r
f a c u l t y  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s
o f  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  u s i n g  a  f e w
t o k e n s  I  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  O p e n A I .  T h a t
e a r l y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w a s  c l u n k y
a n d  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e r  f r i e n d l y .  I  w a s
s t i l l  a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t a s k s  l i k e  w r i t i n g  a
p a p e r ,  a n s w e r i n g  f i n a l  e x a m  q u e s t i o n s ,
a n d  d o i n g  h o m e w o r k .  D e s p i t e  t h e  s y s t e m ’ s
a w k w a r d  i n t e r f a c e ,  i t  l e f t  a  s t r o n g
i m p r e s s i o n .  M a n y  w e r e  s t u n n e d  t h a t  a
m a c h i n e  c o u l d  s o  e a s i l y  r e p l i c a t e  s t u d e n t
w o r k .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  u s i n g  A I  w a s  a
d e l i b e r a t e  a n d  i n t e n t i o n a l  a c t .  I  h a d  t o
c h o o s e  t o  u s e  i t  a n d  p a y  f o r  i t .

S i n c e  t h e n ,  l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  w e
h a v e  b e g u n  e x p l o r i n g  w h e n  i t  i s  a n d  i s  n o t
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f  t o  u s e
g e n e r a t i v e  A I .  I m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s
e m e r g e d :  H o w  w i l l  A I  i m p a c t  l e a r n i n g ?
H o w  d o  w e  p r e s e r v e  a c a d e m i c  i n t e g r i t y ?
I s  i t  p l a g i a r i s m  i f  A I  w r i t e s  a n  e s s a y  f o r  a
s t u d e n t ?  W h i l e  w e  h a v e  m a d e  p r o g r e s s  i n
a d d r e s s i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  m a n y
q u e s t i o n s  r e m a i n ,  a n d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  i s
o n l y  g e t t i n g  m o r e  c o m p l e x .

To d a y ,  m o s t  o f  u s  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  A I
r e g u l a r l y ,  o f t e n  w i t h o u t  e v e n  r e a l i z i n g  i t .
W h e t h e r  w e  a r e  t y p i n g  a n d  r e c e i v i n g  t e x t
s u g g e s t i o n s ,  u s i n g  m o b i l e  a p p s ,  s e a r c h i n g
t h e  w e b ,  o r  n a v i g a t i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
A I  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e
b a c k g r o u n d .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  n o w  r e q u i r e s
i n t e n t i o n a l  e f f o r t  n o t  t o  u s e  A I .

S o  w h e r e  d o  w e  g o  f r o m  h e r e ?

W e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  o u r
s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a b o u t  A I ,  n o t  j u s t  h o w  t o
u s e  s p e c i f i c  t o o l s ,  w h i c h  m a y  c h a n g e
t o m o r r o w ,  b u t  h o w  A I  a c t u a l l y  w o r k s .
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  b e h i n d
m a c h i n e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  a l g o r i t h m i c  l o g i c  i s
b e c o m i n g  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  m a t h ,  s c i e n c e ,  o r  c i v i c s .
T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  a r e  a s k i n g  o u r  s e c o n d a r y
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  d e v e l o p  a
f r a m e w o r k  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e  t h e
b r o a d e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  A I .  

UNDERSTANDING AI:
Teaching Students to Navigate a New Reality
By: Dr. Brian White, BASD Superintendent

W h y  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ?  I t  m a y  s e e m  l i k e  a n
u n l i k e l y  p l a c e  t o  t e a c h  a b o u t  a r t i f i c i a l
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  p e r f e c t
f i t .  U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  i f  y o u  a s k e d  m a n y  A I
s y s t e m s  w h a t  t h e  m o o n  w a s  m a d e  o f ,  t h e y
m i g h t  h a v e  s a i d  " c h e e s e . "  W h y ?  B e c a u s e
t h e  p h r a s e  “ t h e  m o o n  i s  m a d e  o f  c h e e s e ”
a p p e a r e d  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  d a t a  t h e
m o d e l  w a s  t r a i n e d  o n  t h a n  a c c u r a t e
s c i e n t i f i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  A I  w a s
u p d a t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r u t h :  t h e  m o o n  i s
m a d e  o f  o x y g e n ,  s i l i c o n ,  m a g n e s i u m ,  i r o n ,
a n d  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s .

B u t  t h i s  r a i s e s  a  c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n :  W h o
t a u g h t  t h e  A I  t h a t ?  A n d  w h a t  h a p p e n s  i f
w h a t  i t  l e a r n s  n e x t  i s  w r o n g  o r
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  m i s l e a d i n g ?  W h a t  i f  i t  i s
a b o u t  o u r  h i s t o r y ?  O r  o u r  i d e n t i t y ?  O r  t h e
v a l u e s  w e  t e a c h  i n  s c h o o l s ?  O r  t h e  v a l u e s
t a u g h t  a t  h o m e ?

T h i s  i s  w h y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  A I  m u s t  g o
b e y o n d  t h e  t e c h n i c a l .  O u r  s t u d e n t s  n e e d
t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  e t h i c a l
q u e s t i o n s :  W h a t  i s  A I ’ s  r o l e  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ?
W h a t  i s  t h e  r o l e  o f  h u m a n s  i n  a n  A I
i n f l u e n c e d  w o r l d ?  H o w  d o  w e  d e f i n e  t r u t h ,
o r i g i n a l i t y ,  a n d  t r u s t ?  Te a c h i n g  s t u d e n t s
t o  q u e s t i o n  s o u r c e s ,  e v a l u a t e
a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  e m e r g i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i s
n o t  o p t i o n a l ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

T h i s  i s  t h e  p a t h  f o r w a r d .  L e t ’ s  h e l p  o u r
s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  n o t  j u s t  u s e r s  o f  A I ,  b u t
t h o u g h t f u l  c i t i z e n s  i n  a  w o r l d  s h a p e d  b y
i t .

P . S .  I  d i d  u s e  A I  t o  r e v i s e  t h i s  m e s s a g e .



But ler  Area School  Dist r ict  has adopted Ampl i fy ’s  Core Knowledge
Language Arts  (CKLA) for  grades K–5 and Ampl i fy  ELA for  grades 6–8
for  the upcoming school  year.  These programs are bui l t  on a decade
of r igorous research and the Science of Reading.  CKLA combines a
content-r ich,  cumulat ive knowledge sequence with expl ic i t
foundational-sk i l l s  instruct ion.  I t  earned the highest  rat ing for
reading programs based on nat ional  ESSA rankings.

Start ing in k indergarten,  CKLA bui lds phonological  awareness and
phonics systematical ly  whi le immers ing students in r ich texts  and dai ly
st ructured wr i t ing.  As students t ransi t ion to grades 6–8,  Ampl i fy  ELA
picks up seamless ly .  This  curr iculum maintains CKLA’s  h igh-qual i ty
texts  and discuss ion-based analys is  but scales up for  age-
appropr iate complexity  and cr i t ical  th ink ing,  helping students become
conf ident readers and wr i ters .

By integrat ing Ampl i fy  CKLA and ELA,  we wi l l  ensure a smooth
progress ion:  students move from master ing phonics and bui ld ing
knowledge to analyz ing sophist icated texts  and craft ing wr i t ten
arguments.  The focus remains consistent—bui ld ing vocabulary ,
background knowledge,  comprehension strategies ,  and wr i t ing sk i l l s
over t ime.

This  unif ied K–8 program promises coherence,  depth,  and equity—
giv ing every student the l i teracy foundation they need to succeed
now and in the future.

BRIDGING K-8 LITERACY WITH
AMPLIFY’S CKLA AND ELA

Start ing th is  school  year ,  we are excited to
launch a refreshed special  area rotat ion for
al l  e lementary students.  We are moving from
five special  area courses to four :  Health and
Phys ical  Educat ion,  Music ,  Art ,  and our new
Innovat ion Lab.

This  new model  provides more t ime in each
area,  giv ing students deeper ,  more engaging
exper iences.  Whi le we are streaml in ing the
number of c lasses,  we are expanding the
impact.  Each special  area wi l l  now integrate
STEAM (Science,  Technology,  Engineer ing,
Arts ,  and Math)  concepts ,  helping students
make connect ions across subjects and bui ld
sk i l l s  they ’ l l  use for  years to come.

In the Innovat ion Lab,  students wi l l  explore
hands-on learning through coding,  design
chal lenges,  creat ive problem-solv ing,  as wel l
as learning how to use the l ibrary to meet
their  personal  and educat ional  goals .  Music
and Art  wi l l  incorporate technology and
engineer ing elements ,  whi le Health and
Phys ical  Educat ion wi l l  include lessons on
wel lness science and goal  sett ing.

Our goal  is  to create meaningful ,  modern
learning exper iences that support  creat iv i ty ,
col laborat ion,  and cr i t ical  th ink ing.  By
al igning al l  special  area courses around
STEAM themes,  we’re prepar ing students for  a
future where cur ios i ty  and innovat ion matter
more than ever.

We’re proud of th is  sh if t  and look forward to
seeing our students grow through these
excit ing opportunit ies!

NEW ELEMENTARY SPECIALS ROTATION SCHEDULE



As part  of  our  ongoing effort  to connect learning with real-wor ld
exper iences,  But ler  Area School  Dist r ict  is  launching the But ler
Learning Passport—a new in i t iat ive for  students in grades K–5 that
encourages explorat ion beyond the classroom and into the
community .

Each elementary student wi l l  receive a Learning Passport ,  which
is  a phys ical  booklet  where they can col lect stamps for
part ic ipat ing in approved learning exper iences outs ide of school .
These may include act iv i t ies at  museums,  l ibrar ies ,  local
businesses,  h istor ical  s i tes ,  art  studios ,  sc ience centers ,  and
community  events.

The goal  of  the program is  to help students see that learning
happens everywhere—not just  dur ing the school  day.  By explor ing
opportunit ies throughout the But ler  community ,  students wi l l
bui ld cur ios i ty ,  conf idence,  and a greater connect ion to the 
wor ld around them.

Over t ime,  students may receive recognit ion for  
complet ing their  passports  and demonstrat ing a 
commitment to learning in new and meaningful  
ways.  As the program evolves,  i t  could 
also connect to microcredent ial  
opportunit ies that al low students 
to earn credit  for  st ructured 
learning exper iences.

The But ler  Learning Passport  
supports  our  v is ion of helping 
every student become an 
act ive,  engaged learner ,  
both ins ide and outs ide the 
classroom. We are excited to 
see how our youngest learners 
grow as they explore al l  the 
learning opportunit ies our  
community  has to offer .

LEARNING PASSPORTS



Butler Area School District is excited to announce a major expansion
of our College in High School (CHS) and dual enrollment program for
the 2025–26 school year, made possible through continued
partnerships with Butler County Community College (BC3), the
University of Pittsburgh, La Roche University, and Carlow University.
These opportunities allow qualif ied sophomores, juniors, and seniors
to earn college credits while fulfi l l ing high school graduation
requirements—offering academic advancement, tuition savings, and
meaningful preparation for post-secondary success.

Through CHS, students take rigorous, college-level courses taught by
high school faculty or directly by college instructors. These courses
not only help students explore potential career paths and develop
essential ski l ls l ike time management and academic independence,
but also allow them to earn credits at a significantly reduced cost
compared to traditional college tuition.

Historically, Butler Senior High School has offered five CHS courses
taught by district faculty: College Writing, Research Writing,
Technical Math I ,  Psychology, and Sociology. Additionally, the Early
College Pioneer Program has provided seniors the opportunity to
take classes on the BC3 campus. Typical course sequences have
included College Writing, Speech, and College Study Skil ls in the
fall ,  fol lowed by Research Writing, Principles of Microeconomics, and
Financial Literacy in the spring.

For the 2025–26 school year, Butler Area School District wil l  add 24
new College in High School courses, dramatically expanding access
to advanced coursework. These new courses span a wide range of
subject areas, including business, computer science, media,
government, mathematics, world languages, and the sciences.
Students wil l  have the opportunity to take courses such as Survey of
Accounting, Theories of Leadership, and American Government;
explore technology through Programming Fundamentals, College
Programming, Java, and Productivity Applications; and engage
creatively through Broadcasting, Fi lm Analysis, and Songwriting. In
mathematics, students wil l  have access to College Algebra,
Precalculus, and Statistics. World language offerings now include
advanced French, German, and Spanish courses. In the sciences,
students may pursue college credit in Biology, Chemistry, and
Physics, with both general and calculus-based options available.
These new courses reflect our commitment to providing a broad,
flexible, and forward-thinking academic experience.

Because many of these courses wil l  include students who choose to
earn college credit and others who do not, those enrolled in a CHS-
eligible course wil l  have unti l  mid-October (tentatively October 17,
2025) to finalize their decision to participate for college credit. This
structure ensures students have time to adjust their schedules and
make informed choices.

We are proud to expand these meaningful opportunities for our
students and grateful to our higher education partners for helping us
make college-level coursework more accessible and affordable. For
more information on CHS or dual enrollment opportunities, students
and famil ies are encouraged to contact their school counselor.

CHS COURES
AP Biology

AP Calculus AB

AP Chemistry

AP Computer Science

Principles

AP French Language & Culture

AP German Language &

Culture

AP Physics C: Mechanics

AP Spanish Language &

Culture

AP Statistics

BC3 College Research

BC3 College Writing

BC3 Microeconomics

BC3 Psychology

BC3 Sociology

BC3 Speech

BC3 Technical Math

BTTV

College Programming &

Computer Science

Computer Applications II

Computer-Aided Drafting

Film Analysis and Filmmaking

Hon U.S. Government

Honors Accounting II

Honors Algebra II

Honors French 4

Honors Precalculus

Honors Spanish 4

Honors Statistics

Intermediate Java

Programming

Leadership IV

Precalculus

Song Writing

COLLEGE IN HIGH SCHOOL



During the 2024–2025 school  year ,  a pi lot  group of students f rom But ler
Intermediate High School  col laborated with peers f rom the Rankin
Chr ist ian Center on a mult i-month project designed to empower them
through purpose-dr iven learning.  The project enabled students to earn
microcredent ials  and transcr ipt  credit  whi le bui ld ing meaningful
re lat ionships across different communit ies.

Using the design th ink ing process—Empathize,  Def ine,  Ideate,  Prototype,
and Test—students ident i f ied real-wor ld needs,  developed creat ive
solut ions,  and ref ined their  ideas before present ing their  work.  This
exper ience not only  helped students bui ld cr i t ical  sk i l l s  but also fostered
col laborat ion,  empathy,  and deeper community  connect ion through an
opportunity  made poss ible thanks to generous support  f rom the Benedum
Foundation.

Based on the success of  the pi lot ,  the program wi l l  be expanded dur ing the
2025–2026 school  year to include a larger group of students.

BUTLER STUDENTS BUILD COMMUNITY
THROUGH PURPOSE DRIVEN LEARNING



W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  B u t l e r  A r e a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d
i t s  t h i r d  M o o n s h o t  G r a n t ,  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  n e x t  b i g  l e a p :  e x p a n d i n g  l e a r n i n g
b e y o n d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  B u t l e r  c o m m u n i t y .

T h i s  g r a n t  s u p p o r t s  o u r  l a t e s t  i n i t i a t i v e :  Tr a n s f o r m i n g  C o m m u n i t y  S p a c e s  i n t o
L e a r n i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h r o u g h  s t r o n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  c r e a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  w e  a r e  c r e a t i n g  n e w  w a y s  f o r
s t u d e n t s  t o  e x p l o r e  r e a l - w o r l d  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e i r  o w n
c o m m u n i t y .

K e y  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  w o r k  i n c l u d e :

A  C o m m u n i t y  M i c r o c r e d e n t i a l i n g  H u b  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  c a n  e a r n  c r e d e n t i a l s  i n
a r e a s  l i k e  d i g i t a l  l i t e r a c y ,  c r e a t i v e  a r t s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  a n d  S T E M  t h r o u g h
h a n d s - o n  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  l o c a l  p a r t n e r s .  T h e s e  m i c r o c r e d e n t i a l s
w i l l  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  c a n  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  s t u d e n t s ’  a c a d e m i c
r e c o r d s .  ( K - 8 )

A  P o p U p  M e d i a  L a b  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  c r e a t i v e  t o o l s  t o
s t u d e n t s ,  o f f e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  d i g i t a l  s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  v i d e o  p r o d u c t i o n ,
p o d c a s t i n g ,  a n d  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n .  T h i s  m o b i l e  l a b  w i l l  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  s h a r e  t h e i r
s t o r i e s  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s .    T h i s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
a n d  a t  o u r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s .

I n t e r a c t i v e  A r t  a n d  S T E M  I n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h a t  b r i n g  l e a r n i n g  t o  p u b l i c  s p a c e s —
i n v i t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a l i k e  t o  e n g a g e  i n  s c i e n c e ,
t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  t h e  a r t s  i n  c r e a t i v e  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y s .

T h e  B u t l e r  L e a r n i n g  P a s s p o r t ,  a  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  a n d
f a m i l i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  F r o m
m u s e u m s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s  t o  b u s i n e s s  t o u r s  a n d  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  l e a r n e r s  w i l l  c o l l e c t
s t a m p s  i n  t h e i r  p a s s p o r t s  a s  a  r e c o r d  o f  t h e i r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n . ( K - 5 )

T h i s  M o o n s h o t  g r a n t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  c o n t i n u e  b u i l d i n g  a  b r o a d e r  l e a r n i n g
e c o s y s t e m ,  o n e  t h a t  t a p s  i n t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  o f  o u r  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  s h o w s
s t u d e n t s  t h a t  m e a n i n g f u l  l e a r n i n g  h a p p e n s  e v e r y w h e r e .

W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  m a n y  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  a n d  p r o u d  t o
c o n t i n u e  l e a d i n g  t h e  w a y  i n  c r e a t i n g  i n n o v a t i v e ,  s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  l e a r n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  B u t l e r  A r e a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .

BASD RECEIVES THIRD MOONSHOT GRANT TO
EXPAND COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNINGGRANT

Funding for  Moonshot
grants  is  provided by

Remake Learning.  



T h e  B u t l e r  E a g l e ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h
B A S D  a n d  t h e  G r a b l e  F o u n d a t i o n ,
r e c e n t l y  h o s t e d  t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l
J o u r n a l i s m  S u m m i t  a t  B C 3 .  

T h i s  e v e n t  b r o u g h t  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  l o c a l
h i g h  s c h o o l s  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e
d i v e r s e  a n d  d y n a m i c  w o r l d  o f  m e d i a .
P a r t i c i p a n t s  e n g a g e d  i n  h a n d s - o n
w o r k s h o p s  c o v e r i n g  s p o r t s  j o u r n a l i s m ,
p h o t o j o u r n a l i s m ,  a n d  b r o a d c a s t
j o u r n a l i s m ,  g a i n i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o
s t o r y t e l l i n g  a c r o s s  m u l t i p l e  p l a t f o r m s .
S e s s i o n s  o n  p o d c a s t i n g  a n d  e n g a g i n g  i n
p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e s  t a u g h t  s t u d e n t s  h o w
t o  a s k  m e a n i n g f u l  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  d e l i v e r
c o m p e l l i n g  n a r r a t i v e s .  

T h e  s u m m i t  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  r o l e
o f  t h e  e d i t o r  a n d  t h e  a r t  o f  i n t e r v i e w i n g ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  c r a f t
i m p a c t f u l  s t o r i e s .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  l e a r n e d
c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  c o v e r i n g
a  m a j o r  e v e n t ,  p r e p a r i n g  t h e m  f o r  r e a l -
w o r l d  j o u r n a l i s m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

STUDENT JOURNALISM SUMMIT

Photo Credit: Butler Eagle



E f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  B u t l e r  A r e a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l l y  a s s u m e d  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  M i c h e l l e  K r i l l  F i e l d  a t  H i s t o r i c  P u l l m a n
P a r k .  T h i s  n e w  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  B u t l e r  m a r k s  a n  e x c i t i n g
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  B u t l e r  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o
c r i t i c a l  r e p a i r s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i e l d  t u r f  u p g r a d e s  a n d  o t h e r
m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o j e c t s .  T h e s e  i n v e s t m e n t s  w i l l  h e l p  e n s u r e  t h e  p a r k  r e m a i n s
a  h i g h - q u a l i t y  f a c i l i t y  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  p a r k  w i l l  b e  s e l f -
s u s t a i n i n g ,  a s  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  r e n t a l  f e e s  f r o m
o u t s i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n t s .

T h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  P u l l m a n  P a r k  w i l l  n o t  o n l y
s e r v e  a s  t h e  h o m e  f i e l d  f o r  o u r  b a s e b a l l  t e a m ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  u s e d  a s  a
l e a r n i n g  l a b  a c r o s s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s .  S t u d e n t s  i n  m a r k e t i n g ,
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  t r a n s i t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o u r s e s
w i l l  g a i n  r e a l - w o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h  h a n d s - o n  l e a r n i n g  a t  t h e  p a r k .

T h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  s c h o o l s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s
c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e x p a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h i l e  b e i n g  f i s c a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .
B y  m a n a g i n g  P u l l m a n  P a r k ,  w e ’ r e  c r e a t i n g  n e w  p a t h w a y s  f o r  s t u d e n t
l e a r n i n g ,  s u p p o r t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  r e c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t
h i s t o r i c  l a n d m a r k .

PULLMAN PARK PARTNERSHIP
Butler Area School District Assumes Management of Pullman Park
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3B’s AT CENTER AVENUE 
Center Avenue's Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) program, built on the
core expectations of "Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe" (the 3Bs), achieved a
perfect fidelity score across all three tiers during an evaluation by Midwestern Unit IV
educational consultants in spring 2025.

TRUANCY PREVENTION WITH JUSTICE WORKS YOUTH CARE 
For the third consecutive school year, Center Avenue and Justice Works Youth Care are
proudly teaming up to provide essential, proactive support for our high-risk students and
their families. This partnership focuses on early outreach for secondary Center Avenue
students, aiming to significantly improve attendance, grades, and behavioral success. Our
joint efforts will deliver vital academic support, strong parent engagement, truancy
elimination, intrapersonal skills development, and valuable job shadowing/employability
training. Ultimately, this collaboration will empower Center Avenue students to achieve their
short- and long-term goals in education, future employment, family life, and the application
of new skills.   

PRACTICAL FUNCTIONAL ASSESSMENT AND SKILL-BASED TREATMENT
Practical Functional Assessment (PFA) and Skill-Based Treatment (SBT) are a highly
effective, compassionate, and evidence-based approach for addressing severe problem
behaviors, particularly in individuals with developmental disabilities and autism. It prioritizes
the safety, dignity, and autonomy of the individual. The PFA is the initial assessment phase
designed to understand why a challenging behavior is occurring. It goes beyond simply
identifying the behavior and seeks to uncover its function. SBT is an individualized treatment
plan built upon the understanding gained from the assessment. The core of SBT is teaching
new, more appropriate skills to replace the challenging behaviors, allowing the individual to
meet their needs in a socially acceptable and effective way.

Katelyn Earl and Heather Roach will spearhead the implementation of PFA and SBT at
Center Avenue Community School. They will provide training and leadership to a
collaborative team, comprising school personnel and families, to ensure the effective
application of these procedures. This initiative aims to foster a safer and more effective
learning environment, mitigate severe challenging behaviors, and equip students with
essential life skills to enhance their independence and overall success.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
Center Avenue will host a Family Fun Night on Thursday, September 18, 2025 from 5:00 -
7:00 pm. We can’t wait to see all of our Center Avenue students and their families!

Community School








