MINUTES
MERCED COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
May 19, 2025

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Merced County Office of Education Board Room
632 W. 13" Street, Merced, CA 95341

Opening

A. Board Chairperson, Dennis Hanks, called the regular meeting of the Merced County
Board of Education to order at 3:00 PM.

B. Members present were Dennis Hanks, Frank Fagundes, Geneva Brett, and Rodrigo
Espinosa.

C. Others present: Jennifer Andrade, Laura Andrews, Stacie Arancibia, Yolanda Campos,
Valentina Esteva, Laura Fong, Mary Fryar, Nestor Henrriquez, Christine Hicks, |sabella
Jean, Nicola Jean, Steven Landon, Martin Macias, Lisa Oliveira, Nathan Quevedo,
Angelica Reyes, Janet Riley, Steven Thao, Cristina Vara, Guadalupe Ochoa Vega,
Maria Cuevas, Executive Assistant, Steve M. Tietien, County Superintendent

Flag Salute — Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Frank Fagundes moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded the motion to appoint Geneva
Brett as Vice Chairperson. The motion carried with a vote of 4-0.

Presentation — by Events & Community Engagement Specialist, Stacie Arancibia
Recognition for the top six (6) winners of the California Science & Engineering Fair

Fire Fighter Robot: Samuel Reyes, Joshua Ochoa, & Damian Birrueta — Bellevue Elementary
Carb Controversy: Elle Potter — Peterson Elementary School

Truss vs Arch: Alexis Silvar, Ariana Valdez, & Dulce Mora — Gracey Elementary School
Cleanarrator 5200: Julius Jean & Tyran Jean - Tenaya Middle School

Break It Down: Trent Scheurich — Our Lady of Mercy

Micro Plastic: Michael Hicks — Our Lady of Mercy

IRl

Consent Agenda: items listed under Consent Agenda are considered to be routine administrative functions and will be acted on by the
Board in one motion and one vote. Any items under the Consent Agenda may be discussed; however, if the item needs further clarification
and discussion, it may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of the Board or the Superintendent and considered separately.
Information concerning Consent Agenda items will be provided to each Board member for study before the meeting. It is understood that the
Superintendent recommends approval of all consent items unless otherwise noted. (Board Bylaw 9322)

A. Minutes of Regular Meeting on April 21, 2025

Frank Fagundes moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded the motion to approve the
Consent Agenda as submitted. The motion carried with a vote of 4-0.

Written Communications

A. Correspondence Received By Chairperson: None.

B. Correspondence Received By Board Member: None.
C. Correspondence Received By Superintendent: None.
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V. Call for Public Comments on Agenda & Non-Agenda Items
The public was invited to address agenda items, submit items within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board for future
consideration, or speak to issues related to the function and cperation of the County Board of Education.

No comments were made.

Vi Future Agenda Iltem — Special Board Meeting to take place on June 9, 2025 — Public
Hearing: Adoption of 2025-2026 Merced County Office of Education Budget and Local Control
Accountability Plan (LCAP).

VIL. Superintendent’s and Board Members’ Report (Information/Discussion Only)

A

The Board members reviewed the following Board Bylaws.
(Approval will take place at the June 9 Board Meeting)

1. 9124 — Attorney

2. 9220 - County Board Elections — Bylaw and Exhibit 1

3. 9320 - Meetings and Notices

4. 9321 - Closed Session Purposes and Agenda — Bylaw, Exhibit 1 and 2

5. 9322 - Agenda/Meeting Materials

6. 9323 - Meeting Conduct

7. 9323.2 — Actions By The Board — Bylaw and Exhibit 1

B. Board Members Report: Frank Fagundes shared that he, along with Dennis Hanks
attended the VST Honors Scholars Dinner on May 6, 2025, and were pleased to see
most of the winners and their families attend the dinner.
C. Superintendent’s Report:

1. Steve Tietjen reported on the incident that occurred on Friday, May 16, 2025, at the
Wolf Center across the street. There was an individual who was shot behind the
complex in the alley who walked to the Wolf Center seeking assistance. Nobody
else was injured or involved. The MCOE Complex was placed on lockdown while
the police searched the area and assessed the situation. Soon after the lockdown
was lifted and all doors were unlocked.

2. MCOE 2025 School Graduations — included in the packet was a list of all the
MCOE school graduation dates, times, and locations. Board Member, Geneva
Brett, is looking forward to attending the graduation at the Los Banos Fairgrounds
on June 4. Geneva was pleased to know that the event will take place at the Los
Banos Fairgrounds.

VIl Business Items for Action

A. Merced County Board Bylaws
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It was recommended that the Board of Education approve the Board Bylaws:
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9010 — Public Statements

9012 — Board Member Electronic Communications
9100 — Organization

9150 - Student Body Members (nof applicable)
9223 - Filing Vacancies

9224 — QOath or Affirmation

9240 — Board Training

9260 - Legal Protection

9270 - Conflict of Interest (Bylaw & Exhibit)



D.

Geneva Brett moved, and Frank Fagundes seconded a motion to approve the Board
Bylaws listed above. The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0.

Conflict of Interest Code

It was recommended that the Board of Education approve Resolution No. 2025-13,
Adopting the Merced County Board of Education Conflict of Interest Code (Board Bylaw
9270 - Conflict of Interest)

Geneva Brett moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded a motion to approve Resolution
No. 2025-13, Adopting the Merced County Board of Education Conflict of Interest Code
(Board Bylaw 9270 - Conflict of Interest). The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0

Williams Uniform Complaint Report Summary

It was recommended that the Board of Education approve the Uniform Complaint Report
Summary for the Quarterly Period January 2025 through March 2025.

Frank Fagundes moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded a motion to approve the
Uniform Complaint Report Summary for the Quarterly Period January 2025 through
March 2025. The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0

Nestor Henrriguez reported that no complaints were made.

Filling Vacancy

It was recommended that the Board of Education review and select the option relative to
the Vacant Board Member Position — Area #2

Geneva Brett moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded a motion to post the vacancy of
Board Member Position — Area #2 in the Merced Times newspaper with a deadline to
apply of June 6, 2025. The board will review the applications in advance. On June 16,
2025, the board will interview candidates during the meeting, make a selection, and
appoint someone. The swearing-in Ceremony of the new board member will take place
during the open session. The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0

1X. Call for Public comments: Identified Closed Session Agenda Items
During this portion of the agenda, the public was invited to address the Board on the identified items
before adjournment into a Closed Session. No comments were made.

The Board proceeded into a Closed Session

X. Closed Session Pursuant to Education Code 35146 to Hear Appeal of Denial of Interdistrict
Attendance Request — Appeals #2025-02 and #2025-03.

XI. Closed Session to Deliberate Interdistrict Attendance Appeals #2025-02 and #2025-03

XI. Closed Session Pursuant to Education Code 35146 to Hear Appeal of Denial of Interdistrict
Attendance Request — Appeal #2025-04. No need for the hearing of Attendance Appeal
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#2025-02 and #2025-03 since the Gustine Unified School District informed the parents that
the district was approving her request after all.

XII. Closed Session — Selection of 2025 Thruman Agricultural Scholarship Recipient

The Board proceeded into an Open Session

Frank Fagundes moved, and Rodrigo Espinosa seconded the motion to select Joseph
Oliveira of Hiimar High School as the recipient of the 2025 Thruman Agricultural Scholarship
for Merced County. The motion was carried with a vote of 4-0.

XML Open session for the Disposition of Interdistrict Attendance Appeals # 2025-02 and #2025-03
On the request for an appeal of the denial of the Interdistrict Attendance Request submitted on
behalf of Student #2025-02 and #2025-03, it was moved by Geneva Brett and seconded by
Frank Fagundes to uphold the appeal, for the 2025-2026 school year, Weaver Union School
District decision of denying the request for an interdistrict transfer to attend schoo! at Farmdale
Elementary School in the Weaver Union School District. The motion was carried with a vote of

4-0.

Vote (by roll call)
Hanks YES
Brett YES

Fagundes YES
Espinosa YES

XIV. Adjournment

Geneva Brett moved, and Frank Fagundes seconded the motion to adjourn the regular
meeting of the Merced County Board of Education at 4:07 PM. The motion was carried with
a vote of 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve M. Tietién, Ed.D.
County Superintendent of Schools
Secretary to the Board of Education

SMT/me
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