
DESSA
Grades K-4



DESSA
Logistical 
Information

DESSA

Participants: DESSA mini through the Branching 
Minds platform it should only be completed by 
classroom teachers. 

Survey Type: Strength-based behavior rating scale

Time to Complete: Approximately 5 minutes per 
student.

Fall ‘24 – October 15 - 25
Winter ‘25  - February 3-14
Spring ‘25 – May 5-16



DESSA
Educator’s Role

• Only one teacher should complete an 
assessment for each student 
independently

• Please remain objective focusing on 
the last four weeks.  

• Answer all questions to the best of 
your ability focusing on the student’s 
strengths

• DESSA-mini consists of 8 items and 
enables teachers and staff to screen 
each child’s social-emotional 
competence in about one minute or 
an entire classroom in one planning 
period.
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