STUDENT CELL PHONE AND MOBILE DEVICE POLICY & GUIDELINES

Cell phones or other equivalent mobile devices (including smartwatches) are not to be used or
accessed during the school day (8:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m; 9:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m on Wednesdays).
The policy applies to all web-based mobile devices that can connect to the internet and/or be
used for two-way communication (making calls/texting).

Policy

In order to fully meet community and academic objectives and attend to student health and well-being,
students are not permitted to use or access a cell phone or other equivalent mobile device (tablet,
smartwatch, handheld gaming console, etc) while on campus at any point during the school day.

To execute this policy every student will be assigned a personal Yondr pouch with the expectation that
their cell phone/mobile device is secured in the pouch for the duration of the school day. While the
Yondr pouch is considered school property, it is each student’s responsibility to bring their pouch with
them to school every day and keep it in good working condition.

Daily Procedures
When the school day begins at 8:30 a.m. (9:00 a.m. on Wednesday), students will:

1) Turn their phone/mobile device off or in Airplane Mode

2) Place their phone/mobile device inside their pouch and make sure their pouch is properly
locked/secured.

3) Store their pouch in their backpack or locker for the day.

4) At the end of the school day (3:15 p.m.) students will open their pouch using one of the
designated unlocking stations, remove their phone/mobile device and put their pouch in their
backpack.

5) Students must bring their pouch to school with them each day.


https://www.overyondr.com/phone-free-schools

Late Arrival

Students arriving late to school will secure their phone/mobile device in their pouch when they arrive
on campus. If the student is less than 15 minutes late they will go directly to their first period class
where their teacher will ensure that their phone/mobile device is properly secured. If a student is more
than 15 minutes late to school they will check in at the Upper School Office.

Early Dismissal
Students who have an early dismissal for a school approved extracurricular activity, medical

appointment or documented family commitment will check in at the Upper School Office to unlock their
pouch and secure access to their phone/mobile device. They are expected to leave campus
immediately upon unlocking their pouch. A student with a last period free who is leaving campus for
the day may go to the Upper School Office to unlock their pouch. Otherwise students with a last
period free will wait until the end of the school day (3:15 p.m.) to unlock their pouch.

Forgotten Pouch

If a student forgets to bring their pouch to school, their phone/mobile device will be collected and
secured in the Upper School Office for the duration of the school day and returned to the student upon
completion of the school day. If a student consistently forgets their pouch, it will be considered lost.
Refer to the Lost Pouch policy below.

Lost or Damaged Pouch
Each student will be issued a pouch at the beginning of the school year with the expectation that the

pouch will be returned at the end of the school year in good condition. Students should not write on
their pouch. If the pouch is lost or damaged the student/family will be responsible for a $35
replacement fee.

Examples of damage:



Policy Violations
Full compliance with the clearly stated policy that phones/mobile devices should not be used or

accessed during the school day is expected. As with violations of other school rules, infractions of the
established phone/mobile device policy will result in disciplinary consequences consistent with the
established discipline policy (as outlined in the Upper School Parent and Student Handbook, pp. 32 -

35).

o Deep scratches on the globe and on the

green ring around it

e Intentional pen marks on the inside of the

Pouch
e Bent pins

e Pin and button not fully recessing, due to

pin damage

Violations will result in the device being confiscated and stored in the Upper School Office for the
duration of the school day. Additionally, on subsequent school days after the violation, the
phone/mobile device will be checked in at the Upper School Office for a period of time as determined
by the administration.

Please see below for examples of violations and associated disciplinary consequences. All
disciplinary decisions will be made at the discretion of the Dean of Students and Head of Upper

School.
Level One Level Two Level Three
Example **Forgot to secure **Repeat level one violations | **Repeat level two
Offense phone/mobile device in violations
pouch **Damaging the pouch
**Distributing unauthorized
**|_ost/left pouch at home | **Bringing and/or using a unlocking hardware to other
and mobile device not secondary phone/mobile device | students
turned into Upper School | (“burner phone”) during the
Office school day
**Accessing the **Using unauthorized unlocking
phone/mobile device hardware
during the school day . .
**Any dishonesty or deception
associated with a violation
Potential Responses May Include | Responses May Include Responses May Include
Outcome
**Detention (morning or ** Saturday Detention **Suspension or higher
after-school) **Full Day Detention **Disciplinary Warning



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1720550639/haverfordschool/pxcvf5aepso5t1d3hhex/UpperSchoolHandbook2024-2025.pdf

**Lunch duty **Dean’s Warning **In-person meeting with
**Phone call to **In-person meeting with parent/guardian
parent/guardian parent/guardian

Cell Phone/Mobile Device Policy Frequently Asked Questions

What if a Sixth Form student uses their off-campus privilege to leave campus?

Sixth Form students who are exercising their privilege to go off campus during the school day will
sign out at the front desk or Upper School Office. Upon signing out they will unlock their pouch and
are expected to leave campus immediately upon doing so. When they return to campus students are
expected to immediately sign back in at the front desk or Upper School Office and confirm that their
phone is secured in the pouch.

What if a student needs to leave campus briefly to move their car in order to comply with
township parking regulations?

Students will sign out at the front desk and unlock their pouch. It is expected that moving their car
will take no more than 15 minutes. Upon returning to campus students will sign back in at the front
desk and confirm that their phone has been secured in the pouch. A reminder that underform
students (Third, Fourth and Fifth Formers) are not permitted off campus during the school day unless
they are parked in the surrounding neighborhood and need to move their car.

What if a parent/guardian needs to contact their child?

Ideally this communication will happen either before/after school or the student’s laptop can be used
to facilitate communication. In the event that a parent/guardian needs to get an essential message
to their child during the school day they may contact the Upper School Office.

What if a student needs to access their phone during the school day?

While this should not be a common occurrence, the student should speak with the Upper School
Office to explain why they need access to their phone. Depending on the circumstances, the Upper
School Office will have the ability to provide access to the phone.

What if a student needs his cell phone/mobile device to manage a medical need?

Students who require the use of a phone/mobile device to manage a medical need documented with
Health Services will be allowed to access their device during the school day to support their health
management. These students will be issued a Yondr medical pouch that will provide them access to
their phone/mobile device during the school day. It is expected that the phone/mobile device will be
used only for health management purposes and otherwise secured in the pouch. Families should
contact the Upper School Office to discuss the process to be granted approval for a medical pouch.

How will each pouch be identified?

A unique registration number will be written on each pouch. This number and student name will be
recorded in a document when the pouch is issued. In addition, a label with the student’s last name
will be attached to each pouch that is assigned.

How will the cell phone policy be enforced on a daily basis?

The clearly established expectation is that cell phones/mobile devices are secured in the pouch by
8:30 a.m. (9:00 a.m. on Wednesday). First period teachers will remind students of this expectation
and begin class by asking students to place their pouch on their desk to confirm compliance.
Students with a first period free will check in at the designated location outside of the Upper School
Office upon arrival to check-in for the day and confirm that their phone/mobile device is secured in



the pouch. Additionally, the community life team will perform periodic checks of classes to monitor
compliance.

Do students still need to bring a laptop to school each day?

Yes, each student needs to have a laptop (PC or Mac) or 2-in-1 Tablet in accordance with the
School’s BYOD program. Students may use their laptop during instructional time as guided by their
teacher to support established learning activities. During free time students may use their laptop
when seated in shared community common spaces. Students are not permitted to use their laptop in
the dining hall



https://www.haverford.org/parents/byod-program

