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In accordance with AB 3216, effective January 1, 2025, SJCA formally approved the Electronic
Device Policy on October 1, 2024.

Working together, schools and families can prepare our youth tfo think critically and use
technology in positive, creative, and powerful ways. This page is a resource for SJCA families to
help guide discussions and make the best decisions for their children.

SJCA Electronic Device Policy

The electronic device policy outlines students are not allowed to use their personal mobile
devices (including phones, personal tablets, bluetooth headphones (such as AirPods), and
smartwatches) once they have entered campus for the instructional day and cannot resume their
use until after the last period of the day. Devices must be turned off and stored away for the
duration of the school day. This change aims to minimize distractions and enhance student focus
and learning outcomes.

FAQ about the Electronic Device Policy

Q: How can | contact my student or how can my student contact me during the school day?

A: Students who need to contact family during the school day can visit the front office, the
guidance office or ask one of their teachers to place a call when the time is appropriate. Families
who need to contact their student during the school day can call the front office to relay a
message or request a call back from their student.

Q: What if my child needs to access resources on their phone?
A: All students have access to resources that they need for the school-day.

Q: What if my student has a specific health reason for having their phone on during the school
day?

A: When a licensed physician or surgeon determines that the possession or use is necessary for
the student’s health, students will be allowed access to their device only to monitor or manage
their diagnosed medical condition. Students diagnosed with a condition that meets the
parameters noted above are not allowed to utilize their device(s) outside of managing their
medical condition.

Q: What if there is a school emergency?

A: In the event of a school emergency, students will be provided instructions on the use of phones
by school staff. During any emergency situation, use of devices will not be considered a violation
of the electronic device policy.
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Q: My child wears a smartwatch at school, can they still continue to wear it?

A: If a smartwatch does have a communication application, students are recommended to keep
the device at home, or must have the device off and put away during the entirety of the school
day. Watches that are not used for communication (texts, phone calls, recording) or gaming are
allowed to be worn during the school day.

Research
e Did you know that students themselves don't think cell phones belong in schools? This
study released in Fall of 2023 showed that:

o 92% of high schoolers recommend that elementary students should not have
access to cellphones during class time; 71% recommend that middle school
students should not have access to cellphones during class time; and 38% of high
schoolers recommend that high schoolers themselves should not have access to
cellphones during class time.

e Weighing the Costs and Benefits of Cellphones in Schools - Harvard Graduate School of
Education

e The Case for Phone Free Schools

e Students can't get off their phones. Schools have had enough. - The Washington Post

e Cellphones in classrooms contribute to failing grades: Study - ABC News

° hool r join growing no-phone movement t t f mental health -
CBS News

e s cellphone use in B.C. classrooms failing our kids? - CBC News
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https://www.screenagersmovie.com/resources/survey-high-school-students-cellphone-policies
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/resources/survey-high-school-students-cellphone-policies
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/news/22/08/weighing-costs-and-benefits-cellphones-schools
https://www.afterbabel.com/p/phone-free-schools
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BRw3ZOvi84mfMt55PTFMh4KnFBdZsuqc/view?usp=sharing
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/cellphones-classrooms-contribute-failing-grades-study/story?id=56837614
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/schools-no-phone-movement-focus-mental-health/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/proposed-cell-phone-ban-bc-schools-1.7081496
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s SAN JOSE CHARTER ACADEMY ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY
SJCA recognizes the importance of communication and collaboration, and provides devices for
students to be productive in the classroom. SJCA permits limited use of mobile communication
devices on campus as long as the device is utilized in accordance with law, the following policy:

Students in TK-8 may not use cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches, or other mobile
communication devices once they have entered campus for the instructional day. Devices must
be turned off and placed out of sight during the school day. Students who need to call a
parent/guardian may use phones located in the administrative offices or classrooms with
permission. Students may resume use of their mobile devices after the last period of the day.

Mobile communication devices shall be turned off during the school day. However, a student shall
not be prohibited from possessing or using a mobile communication device under any of the
following circumstances: (Education Code 48901.5, 48901.7)

1. Inthe case of an emergency, or in response to a perceived threat of danger

2. When a teacher or administrator grants permission to the student to possess or use a
mobile communication device, subject to any reasonable limitation imposed by that

teacher or administrator

3. When a licensed physician or surgeon determines that the possession or use is necessary

for the student's health and well-being

4. When the possession or use is required by the student's individualized education program

Smartphones and other mobile communication devices shall not be used in any manner which
infringes on the privacy rights of any other person. The use of any cell phones, smartphones,
smartwatches, or other mobile communication devices may NOT be used at any time in the gym
locker rooms and restrooms.

When a school official reasonably suspects that a search of a student's mobile communication
device will turn up evidence of the student's violation of the law or school rules, such a search
shall be conducted in accordance with BP/AR 5145.12 - Search and Seizure.

When a student uses a mobile communication device in an unauthorized manner, the student
may be disciplined and a district employee may confiscate the device. The employee shall store
the device securely until it is returned to the student or turned over to the principal or designee,
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as appropriate. If turned over to the principal or designee, a parent/guardian may be notified
and may be required to pick up the device from the school. The following progressive discipline
consequences will take place if a student fails to comply with this policy:

Level 1 Violation: Electronic Device Policy ringi having it on thei

Offense Consequence

1st Offense Warning - student is asked to put it away

2nd Offense  Electronic device will be sent to the counselor, parent contacted & student
picks phone up after school

3rd Offense  Parent contacted (only parent can retrieve the device)

Level 2 Violation: Use of the device

Offense Consequence

1st Offense Device is confiscated and stored in the counseling office until the end of the
school day. Verbal warning issued; parent/guardian notified.

2nd Offense  Device confiscated; only a parent/guardian may pick it up from the counseling
office. Written warning sent home; incident recorded.

3rd Offense  Device confiscated; parent/guardian meeting required before return. Student
assigned 1day lunch detention.

4th Offense  Device confiscated; parent/guardian pickup required. Loss of privilege to
bring device to school for the remainder of the grading period. Student may
choose to check-in/check-out device with administrator.

Repeated offenses will result in further disciplinary action.

A student may also be subject to discipline, in accordance with law, or administrative regulation,
for off-campus use of a mobile communication device which poses a threat or danger to the
safety of students, staff, or district property or substantially disrupts school activities.

The Superintendent or designee shall inform students that SJCA will not be responsible for a
student's mobile communication device which is brought on campus or to a school activity and is
lost, stolen, or damaged.
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