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Professional Development Goal

All teachers in all Independence schools
will engage in high quality professional development (PD).

High quality PD is collaborative in nature, is focused on 
continuous improvement of student learning, and is 

on-going and job-embedded



Professional Development 
Framework

● Professional Development alignment to the ISD CSIP and 
building SIP’s 
○ Goal 1.3 - Implement effective research-based instructional practices across the 

district in an effort to eliminate achievement gaps
○ Goal 3.2 - Provide professional development opportunities for all staff members

● National Learning Forward Standards for Professional Learning 

● Evaluation of learning



Framework continued…

New teacher induction
● NTA
● Mentor support

Current staff support 
● Cross-district
● Building 
● Collaboration with grade level and content areas



PD Budgets
● District budget

● Building budget

● Department budget



2025-2026 PD plan

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b0ojagyVGbH8cQDDTXTYqk9bZTvb-rXHPk5a8uAGoj4/edit?tab=t.0
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Curriculum alignment to CSIP
Area 1 - Academic Achievement

○ Goal 1.1 - Align Curriculum to state and national 
standards

○ Goal 1.3 - Implement effective research-based 
instructional practices across the district in an effort to 
eliminate achievement gaps 



Annual updates

All courses K-12 

● Pacing

● Scope and sequence 

● Assessments



Elementary Curriculum Updates

English Language Arts (ELA)
Math

● KDG/1st - Mentor text and 
comprehension checklist

● 3rd - Embedded DESE MOLeap & 
ELA Testlets

● 4th - assessment questions 
● 5th - Embedded DESE MOLeap & 

ELA Testlets

● 3rd - Embedded DESE MOLeap 
& ELA Testlets

● 4th/5th - Quick checks

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eBQDLt4yqXDq8Z4GnlHcUv6LsNEGlO-IkxjPnXEjkIg/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Elementary Curriculum Updates

Science
Social Studies

● 4th/5th - MO LEAP blocks
● 5th - Testlets

● KDG/1st - Incorporated DESE 

MOLeap

● 2nd/3rd - Embedded DESE 

MOLeap



Secondary Curriculum Updates
ELA Math Science

All courses - unit assessments, 
pacing guides, tier 2 & 3 vocabulary, 
integrate NewsELA articles and text

Middle School - 
● Weekly Comprehensive 

checklist
● Testlets

High School - 
● MOLeap writing resources
● Updated the priority standards

All courses - unit assessments, 
pacing guides

Middle School - 
● Testlets

High School - 
● Added spiral resource in 

Geometry and Algebra 2

All courses - updated common 
assessments and aligned to 
various DOK levels

Middle School - 
● 8th grade - added 

constructive response 
questions to unit 
assessments

● Moved genetics unit to 
end of 2nd semester. 

High School -
● Physical Science new 

course added for 25-26

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WR5OCRSYNRyRMI7RCg97PZQCfC6aFaFMUzHgNwaCAQ4/edit?tab=t.0


Elective Curriculum Updates

● Elective courses updated dates on semester overviews, 

pacing guides, vocabulary list, unit guides 

● Middle School Foreign Cultures updated to give students 

exposure to all three language options 

● Elementary Library lessons

   

     

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1enfyly7BSlJhOUhDVScW-ajGdHxYg9mVzYy6Yd-e6CU/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eBQDLt4yqXDq8Z4GnlHcUv6LsNEGlO-IkxjPnXEjkIg/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o8ChJDTLPjKSmSOJyUJZuSe-vk_ahqUoNP9zbqDc52Q/edit?tab=t.0


 Purpose of Assessment Program

● Provides teachers with data to gauge student learning and 
improve instructional practices

● Align to the Comprehensive School Improvement Plan 
(CSIP) -
○  Performance Goal: All Students will perform at or above 

the state average on MAP/EOC assessments.



Assessment Platforms

DnA   Data and 
Assessment



District  Required Assessments: 
Elementary and Secondary

● STAR (STAR Early Reading, STAR  Reading, STAR Math) 
Benchmark: 

■ K: Fall/Spring
■ 1st-8th grade: Fall/Winter/Spring 
■ 9th/10th: Fall/Spring 

● DnA-Grade Level Core Content Common Assessments: 
■ End of Unit 



DESE Required Assessments

● WIDA-ACCESS: Grades 1-12 
● MAP Grade Level Assessments: 

● Grades 3-8 (ELA, Math)
● Grades 5 & 8 (Science)
● Grades 3-12 MAP-A (ELA, Math, Science- IEP only)

●  End of Course Assessments:
● Algebra I (8 & HS)
● Algebra II 
● Biology
● English II
● Government

     

     
     



Thank you!


