Kyrene Akimel A-al

August 8,2025

Message from the Principal

Good afternoon, Rattler families,

This week marked our first regular schedule without testing, and our students have truly settled into the
daily rhythm of campus life.

We also held our first general PTSO meeting of the year—our phenomenal board is ready to plan exciting
events that will help our campus thrive. Thank you to those who joined us for our first restaurant night
of the year at BJ’s! Your support helps us create an environment where Rattler students can learn and
grow. Our BJ’s fundraiser brought in over $200—not a bad start! You’ll find details on upcoming
restaurant nights below.

Just a reminder:

Friday, August 15 - Early release at 1:05 p.m. for all students
Monday, August 18 - Staff development day; no school for students

Thank you for another great week here at AKI. Have a wonderful weekend, and we look forward to
seeing your Rattler back on campus Monday morning!

Warmly,
Shalini McCarthy

Principal
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Grade Level Focus Areas

At Akimel A-al, each grade level is centered around specific developmental goals to support our students'
academic and personal growth:

6th Grade - Study Skills & Organization: Students are building foundational habits for success by
focusing on time management, note-taking strategies, and organizational systems.

7th Grade - Rigor in Writing: Emphasis is being placed on strengthening writing skills across content
areas, with a focus on structure, clarity, and academic vocabulary.

8th Grade - Leadership & Self-Advocacy: Students are encouraged to take initiative, build confidence,
and develop their voice as they prepare for high school and beyond.

SCHOOL STTE COUNCIL

Would you like to be a part of the Akimel A-al Site Council? The mission of the Akimel A-al Middle School
Site Council is to work in partnership with students, parents, staff members, businesses, and the
community to support and influence the direction of the school in creating a positive environment to
facilitate learning and the growth of students, so that they may become lifelong learners. If you are
interested in being part of our Site Council please reach out to Judy Cotharin via email at
jcotharin@kyrene.org.
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PTSO News

Hello Rattler Family,

We have some exciting news! Our PTSO is making history with its very first fundraiser in Maricopa, and
we want you to be a part of it.

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 13 from4-9pm. We're partnering with Slim Chickens. This is a
chance for our entire community to come together, enjoy some incredible food, and raise money for our
school.

We're so excited to launch this new tradition with you. See you there!

Proud to be a Rattler,
The PTSO Team

SLIM CHICKeNS

FUNDRAISER
qht

Mention your organization at the register and
Slim Chickens will donate 15% of your total.

Use code SLIMSGIVES when ordering online
or through the Slim Chickens App!

Scan to order

Akimel A-al Middle School PTSO

Wednesday, August 13th
4:00 pm to 9:00 pm
41740 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Hw




Upcoming Events

AUG 13: Slim Chickens Dinner Night - Maricopa

AUG 15: Early Release Friday @ 1:05pm

AUG 18: Staff Development Day - No School

AUG 20: Chipotle Fundraiser

AUG 22: School Pictures

AUG 25: Step It Up Fundraiser Kickoff

SEPT 1: Labor Day — No School

SEPT 10-12: Parent Teacher Conferences -Early Release @ 1:05
pm

Show your Rattler Spirit!

The sale has been extended through Sunday, August 10th! Don't forget to order your student a Rattler
spirit shirt! Show off your Rattler spirit with our grade level Akimel A-al t-shirts!

We want every student to not only feel like an Akimel A-al Rattler, but look the part too. Place your
order online using our online payment portal, InTouch Receipting, by Sunday, August 9th. The cost is
$10 per shirt for S-XL & $12 for XXL or larger.

Shirts will be delivered to your student in their Advisory class. Orders will be placed on Monday, August
11th. Please allow at least 3 weeks for delivery.


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6Bq4uVunYIQ0QC_HKNWyPw~~/AAAAARA~/cDNX0_fGu3D6pgGpnWbzp-vFuPGtE_sabLheUP2CzoWCOxHElUE-DAb3X7wOomFdHlZVdlB4ldBnya8-aRwSvhwhXgdvmX9Mmvhyyx539mO03hfFcAzEwtId67-qQrsIl04N2MVHiLK7GSiMzclfXQ~~

Rattler Spirit Days!

Show your spirit by wearing your grade level shirt or Rattler gear every Friday and your favorite college
gear every Tuesday.

Let’s show our pride and earn those Snake Bites!

ttendance

Greetings from the attendance desk!

If your student will be late or out of school for any reason, please remember to report the tardy or
absence. There are two ways to report a late arrival or absence. Late arrivals and absences can be
reported by calling our attendance line or through your ParentVue App. To report an absence or late
arrival through ParentVue you must have the ParentVue app. If you have any questions please reach out
to our front office at 480-541-5800.

Our first quarter sports are underway!

Come out and cheer on our Rattlers Wrestling and Girls Volleyball teams as they have their first games
and meet next week on Monday, August 11 @ 4:30pm.

Contact Stacy Huerta our athletic secretary with any questions at 480-541-5805 or shuerta@kyrene.org.
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION
SCAN.ME
scan the QR code

for Information and
registration

AUGUST 19 - SEPTEMBER 25

OPENTO 6TH - 8TH GRADE STUDENTS

Join us this fall for competitive, organized video gaming!
Middle school students will participate in Rocket League

with competitions between Kyrene schools. Game schedule
will be provided once teams have been determined.

AKIMEL A-al mon/rue 3:15pm-4:15PM

ALTADENA  mon/TuE 3:15PM-a:15PM

APRENDE vue/mw 3ispm-a1spm

CM$S TUE/TH 3:15PM-4:15PM S
M

KMS MON/TUE 3:15PM-4:15PM

KTA TUE 2:30PM-4:30PM (open to 5th-8th graders)
PUEBLD TUE/TH 3:15PM-4:15PM TEAN T-SHIAT!

REGISTER OALINE AT:
kyrene.ce.eleyo.com QUESTIONS? CONTACT US: (480) 541-1200

Lou Coopey's .
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SCHOOL PICTURES




School pictures are right around the corner. Pictures will be taken Friday, August 22nd. You may place
your order early by pre paying via order envelope or online at the All Pro website. Envelopes will be
distributed to students within the next couple weeks. Click_here to see the envelope and different
packages you may order.

To prepay click here.



http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/7pDrWxOR3chw3bOUtQpOGQ~~/AAAAARA~/bfDPP0WZ1Bm28NdIwlifs3wTZQ2hVovF7CEB-Uc51_diJB1NRMjVzZzrDCVRpjRK9mLHR8o6fNqOvgc1CgEusD1iGMkk7cDTm5bUCm93P5YK45voe6p51VoKKX4wSJQyXcmVKpW0i30jaJTQSC6Z-itiM8r7WHhcW7Fr8iAmJBujpisERkwNfdsf2Jpmponi
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/jV_8r-svs3dp-bmWpRIIBw~~/AAAAARA~/nBg15nuDNBHTTpXlrah_CKYC1Nd_qS7DI1tutpZmdxXvyZweEQwgsSXaPLrm4dI1qJfJtbcwG9gSY80loe-wzMSUfWt5-uy-dsgPMzal-783kvNkqa4aaW-qoLzsO0K1i57l8ZviWIEawyCEJ7g73hmWfTXG7_dFcX5eUWKA2GlSoCLrJjZZ5_UNIrC4xAOV--Vkl0aVUri_k6UPzPjAsQ~~

KYRENE 2025-26
SCHOOL YEAR

PARENT TRAININGS

IEP TRAINING WITH ENCIRCLE FAMILIES (FORMERLY
RAISING SPECIAL KIDS)

Learn about the spedial education process and the Individualized Educa-
tion Program (IEP). Understand who is required to attend the IEP meeting
and the roles of each team member (induding parents). Review the
required parts of an IEP, learn how parents can prepare forand be more
effective during the IEP meeting and how they can track their child’s
progress. Discover the options available if the |EP team does not agree.

HANDS ON OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY AND

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

(ome and explore items and get ideas from our Occupational therapists
and Assistive Technology specialist. An area will also be set up for
families to make and take items home to use with your children.

CALM BODIES, READY MINDS

Understanding Sensory Processing and the Functions of Behavior
to Promote Home and (lassroom Readiness. Join Bri Armijo, Lead
Behavior Intervention Teacher and Amy Hecker OTR/L, Lead OT to
learn different strategies to support self-requlation and sensory
processing to improve your child's readiness for home life and

in the dlassroom.

KyreneSchoolDistrict

CLL L T
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All trainings will be at the District Office from 6-7:30 pm.

OVERVIEW AND Q&A WITH THE DIVISION OF
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND ENCIRCLE FAMILIES

Join us for an information session with representatives from the
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) and Encircle Families.
They will provide an introduction to the supports and services their
organizations provide to children with disabilities and their families
and be available for questions after the presentation.

IEP TRAINING WITH ENCIRCLE FAMILIES

Leam about the special education process and the Individualized Educa-
tion Program (IEP). Understand who is required to attend the |EP meet-
ingand the roles of each team member (including parents). Review the
required parts of an IEP, leam how parents can prepare forand be more
effective during the [EP meeting and how they can track their child's
progress. Discover the options available if the IEP team does notagree.

EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY

Parents are invited to learn more about the importance of oral
language & reading in the home to set up children for school readiness.
Each participant will be able to take home an early literacy bag.

ESS FAMILY RESOURCE FAIR
Kyrene del Pueblo Middle School. More information to come!

Quick Links

e School Website
e Online Payment Portal - This can be used for purchasing PE Uniforms, lunch accounts, tax credit
donations, paying for athletic fees, field trips etc.


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Z-AprLpLou-HZxFB2cW9nA~~/AAAAARA~/JtvC0yNajxP9a4fK3AkqAaPF9std-iz-9i47aGPaeOczVg769U939KrsIC9-XgbDbf0qPYNab7MG4u2pG--5a61umasPrXAhTgDdjnz1a3qZx6eEghpVPQ7GgF5uWIty
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_IgUtdFWKBGhq2OewADRqA~~/AAAAARA~/J2ya2JQ98S9aOlxxYcx5max0BUSiQGvw2eVzpVp_hMoBpvxLOSK9qqzrEOEzFAxCSubIOU6fy9xU2ineD8blo0bUoWmvZMvuyZaxEeFWDVOuX5txKx-n1otfuu7FJ3oO-rBohDKkXbCDsbkluCPOxnCJYN1-y8kId1Wgw2ISL_gWo_hX5lQ7jSLw93wDigSFRAHDEoesMUI04hMHChjcmVrzaaKvhE8xkQVgz3UkpuTBJGxDxlqHyssTjVdk2U4GjPGbti32phO0sFmCg2JVVNWwcGP0Owo5xkalWiBkUoZlwjikvXWT9xbuQbvPXi_bsNVZPXIEduPotbKd2L7ojY5dgOXPPfkxujjEh90D_pQ~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6Bq4uVunYIQ0QC_HKNWyPw~~/AAAAARA~/cDNX0_fGu3D6pgGpnWbzp-vFuPGtE_sabLheUP2CzoWCOxHElUE-DAb3X7wOomFdHlZVdlB4ldBnya8-aRwSvhwhXgdvmX9Mmvhyyx539mO03hfFcAzEwtId67-qQrsIl04N2MVHiLK7GSiMzclfXQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_IgUtdFWKBGhq2OewADRqA~~/AAAAARA~/J2ya2JQ98S9aOlxxYcx5max0BUSiQGvw2eVzpVp_hMoBpvxLOSK9qqzrEOEzFAxCSubIOU6fy9xU2ineD8blo0bUoWmvZMvuyZaxEeFWDVOuX5txKx-n1otfuu7FJ3oO-rBohDKkXbCDsbkluCPOxnCJYN1-y8kId1Wgw2ISL_gWo_hX5lQ7jSLw93wDigSFRAHDEoesMUI04hMHChjcmVrzaaKvhE8xkQVgz3UkpuTBJGxDxlqHyssTjVdk2U4GjPGbti32phO0sFmCg2JVVNWwcGP0Owo5xkalWiBkUoZlwjikvXWT9xbuQbvPXi_bsNVZPXIEduPotbKd2L7ojY5dgOXPPfkxujjEh90D_pQ~

e Breakfast/Lunch Menus - Application for Free/Reduced Meals

e Transportation, Bus Information

e ParentVUE and StudentVUE - Log into your ParentVue to access student schedules. It's a good
idea to write down the class schedule for a quick glance during the first few days of school. This
is also where you will see student grades and communications from teachers.

e Kyrene Family Handbook

Contact Us

Kyrene Akimel A-al
2720 E Liberty Lane,
Phoenix, Arizona 85048

Phone: 480-541-5800
Fax: 480-541-5810
Attendance: 480-541-5801

School Hours: 8:20 am - 3:05 pm
Early Dismissal Wed: 1:05 pm

Office Hours: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday: 7:30 am - 2:00 pm

Kyrene School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from
our list, please contact Kyrene School District directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through
our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents,
students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/nMxtAAGjfZ_cZqiz-kGZyg~~/AAAAARA~/XPQot8RGefm7eoIoc1C2_Jo7JBSKgvGtgefT9SZK6xB_bSlvi5aQ3bT0uVCJkkMxQuZT2z0nMLKBXSJQSvSMc20EvQNmIHxmhvNTNOj2-SWLP09wldeG02HHJ3KaUGe-yjyC9omLTUfFlnu2p-jEbs1bcPJRUhbPKOLM1d2Igzcp1I7I4ujUzjb0RH4nD2hA
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZUagMGutfuwoU_1oZQuDhw~~/AAAAARA~/hHQSNhuK82JGnmfA7k0uCTScQRnedUPLfl_i8Iaw1yr1t_ndvYJGnLNS4FBGDlphGOECFemSiO6ppRYtGJJmfh1IolelvEt2psA33wTmHF7ekKBO-GBlJ4Je91N7aXTE5hTqLxQ8QQffXYjQkJOEK8JN4JWFo5zIb5DbL2xlg89hPqrrRNGcmdrVUS_9dl_CJwFuKQKW6rPPKPhEKqOQDGLmeZEkHVbmp_5OAYASDIA~
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/-lwSRRj6_tHL-4E-2rdEqw~~/AAAAARA~/QPbwiw4hae0Abp0IRrFOq6cuDvzQcS8_zEqOLqapyDZ3g3x31lAzW23jsy1QLaHpL9rtOCLj4gDd_KNqXBwpuD4txdwMuVTDkioVsoSwSohi9qqT--EAuGTTiuCkpfnE
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