
                                     

                        School District of Onalaska   
        Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 
                          Monday, July 28, 2025 

        

 
 

President Aaron McDonald called the Onalaska Board of Education regular meeting to order on Monday, July 
28, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at 237 2nd Ave S, Onalaska, WI.  

1.​ Call to Order: 

2.          Roll Call/Verification of Quorum: The Board President verified a quorum is present.                          
Members Present - Mark Cassellius, Brian Haefs (6:14 pm), Bridget Thomas, Tracy Laufenberg, Erik 
Archer, Ann Garrity, and Aaron McDonald.​
Administrators/Directors Present - Ben Barton, Janet Rosseter, Lish Olson, Jared Schaffner, Abby Davis, 
Todd Saner, Jana Yashinsky, Sonya Ganther and Kristen Fay. ​
Others Present - Jerry Schomberg, Jessica Scott, and Kerry Johnson.  
 

3.         Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag: Aaron McDonald led the group in the reciting of the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

 

4.         Reading of the Mission Statement: Ann Garrity read the School Board Mission Statement. 
 

5.         Public Notice: Public notice was given to the requesting news media. The agenda was posted in district 
buildings, and on the district website.   

 

6.​ Agenda Revisions: No changes. 
 

7.         Approval of Agenda: Motion by T. Laufenberg, second by M. Cassellius, to approve the agenda as 
published. Motion carried.  

 

8.​ Public Input: There were no public comments.  
 

Recognition Item: 
 

9.​ Donations: 
●​ $1,000 from Robert George for the Irving Pertzsch Elementary and Onalaska Middle School 

multilingual learners programs.  
●​ $2,041.37 from Beer By Bike Brigade for student lunch accounts.  
●​ $2,000 from ServiceMaster Onalaska for student lunch accounts. 
●​ $1,399.60 from Office Depot for school supplies for Northern Hills Elementary. 
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Informational/Discussion Items:   
 

10.​ Middle and High School Building Projects Update: Jared Schaffner and Jana Yashinsky gave an update 
on the middle and high school building projects.  

 

11.​ 2025-26 Handbooks: 
A.​ Elementary Student Handbook – Lish Olson presented the elementary student handbook for a 

first reading and Board consideration.  
B.​ PreK Student Handbook – Todd Saner presented the PreK student handbook for a first reading 

and Board consideration.  
C.​ Middle School Activities Handbook – Jana Yashinsky presented the middle school activities 

handbook for a first reading and Board consideration.  
D.​ Middle School Student Handbook – Jana Yashinsky presented the middle school student 

handbook for a first reading and Board consideration.  
E.​ Co-Curricular Staff Handbook – Jared Schaffner presented the co-curricular staff handbook for a 

first reading and Board consideration.  
F.​ High School Activities Handbook – Jared Schaffner presented the high school activities 

handbook for a first reading and Board consideration.  
 

Action Items: 
 

12.​ OnaPALS Program General Contractor Selection: Motion by B. Haefs, second by T. Laufenberg, to 
approve Fowler & Hammer for the OnaPALS remodeling project at Eagle Bluff Elementary with a bid of 
$223,346. Roll call vote: A. Garrity - yes; B. Haefs - yes; E. Archer - yes; T. Laufenberg - yes; B. Thomas - 
yes; M. Cassellius - yes; A. McDonald - yes. Motion carried.  

 

13.​ 2025-26 School Nutrition Update & Pricing: Motion by B. Thomas, second by B. Haefs, to approve the 
2025-26 School Nutrition meal and milk price recommendations. Motion carried.  

 

14.​ 2025-26 Induction Handbook: Motion by A. Garrity, second by T. Laufenberg, to approve the 2025-26 
Initial Educator Induction Handbook. Motion carried.  

 

15.​ Personnel Report: Sonya Ganther presented the personnel report for Board approval: 
A.​ New Employee - Certified Staff - Cailie Kowal, 1.0 FTE 4th grade teacher at Eagle Bluff 

Elementary, effective August 18, 2025 at BA 12 credits, $53,182. This position was vacated by 
the transfer of Emma Sebek.  

 

B.​ New Employees - Hourly Staff -  
1.​ Bow Chambers, 1.0 FTE custodian at Onalaska High School, effective August 4, 2025 at 

$22.57 per hour. This position was vacated by Nathan Vieth. 
2.​ Jared McKenna, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Onalaska Middle School, 

effective August 18, 2025 at $21.42 per hour and contingent on certification from the WI 
DPI. This position was vacated by Shayne Ellis.  

3.​ Cooper Simms, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Irving Pertzsch Elementary, 
effective August 18, 2025 at $21.42 per hour and contingent on certification from the WI 
DPI. This position was vacated by Joshua Heyda. 

4.​ Emily Riley, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Irving Pertzsch Elementary, 
effective August 18, 2025 at $21.42 per hour and contingent on certification from the WI 
DPI. This position was vacated by Abbey Boushack. 
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C.​ Transfer Notification - Administration - Lalisha Olson, from the 1.0 FTE principal at Northern 
Hills Elementary to the 1.0 FTE Director of Instructional Services, effective July 28, 2025. This 
position was vacated by Fayme Evenson.  

 

D.​ Reassignment Notification - Hourly Staff - Zoe de Boer, from the 1.0 FTE special education 
paraprofessional position at Northern Hills Elementary to the 1.0 FTE special education 
paraprofessional position at Onalaska High School/ONAbility, effective August 18, 2025. This 
position was vacated by Olivia Runyon.  

 

E.​ Summer School Contracts - Administration presented 2025 elementary and middle school 
summer school contracts for Board approval.  

 

F.​ Co-Curricular Resignation - Sarina Stortz, volleyball asst. coach, effective July 22, 2025.  
 

G.​ Co-Curricular Contract - John Hagstrom, girls wrestling asst. coach, $3,010. 
 

H.​ Resignation Notifications - Hourly Staff -  
1.​ Lee Xiong, 1.0 FTE regular education/LMC paraprofessional at Northern Hills Elementary, 

effective July 11, 2025.  
2.​ Emily Oyer, .687 FTE cook at Eagle Bluff Elementary, effective July 17, 2025.  

Motion by A. Garrity, second by B. Haefs, to approve the personnel report. Motion carried.  
 

16.   ​ Consent Agenda: Motion by B. Haefs, second by M. Cassellius, to approve the following under the 
consent agenda: 
A.     ​ Budgetary Disbursements and Payroll in accordance with enclosure.  
B.​ Minutes - July 14, 2025 regular meeting minutes.  
C.​ Unpaid Leave Policy 3430/4430 - David Vaughan, Northern Hills Custodian, June 12-30, 2025.  
Motion carried.  
 

17.​ Closed Session: Motion by M. Cassellius, second by A. Garrity, to convene to closed session pursuant to 
Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(f), “[c]onsidering financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary data 
of specific persons, preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems or the investigation of 
charges against specific persons except where par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public, would be 
likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any person referred to in such histories 
or data, or involved in such problems or investigations,” for the purpose of considering the evaluative 
data collected by the former interim superintendents. The Board will entertain a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at the conclusion of the closed session. Roll call vote: E. Archer - yes; A. Garrity - yes; T. 
Laufenberg - yes; B. Haefs - yes; M. Cassellius - yes; B. Thomas - yes; A. McDonald - yes. Convened to 
closed session at 7:08 p.m.  
 

18.   ​ Adjourn: Motion by B. Haefs, second by T. Laufenberg, to adjourn at 8:23 p.m. Motion carried.  

Respectfully submitted by Kristen Fay 

 

___________________________                                      ​ _________________________ 
Aaron McDonald, Board President   ​ ​ ​ ​ Brian Haefs, Board Clerk 
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