
TEKS 4.9.D.i 
Central Idea 



5 minutes 

5 minutes 

The exit ticket question will focus on
Clara Barton's reading passage.



50 minutes 

45 minutes 

I noticed that from Clara Barton served others from a young age.

I wonder how did Helen Keller learn to write books. 

Possible words: branch, tended, combat

Students would need to notice and wonder about how each person should great heart and why they are an important figure. . 

Means of participation
Student should - Think, Write, Turn & Talk in their groups to discuss why the person they read about is famous before writing on their sticky note.

CFS: 
Determine who the biography
is mostly about? 
Determine why that person is 
famous? 

Provide sentence stems for: AG, TN, HY

LAP 1: Monitor students as they read the text and engage write what they notice and wonder. Question: What do you notice about the person as you read the text? 

LAP 2: Monitor students as they discuss each figure and why they are important.  Question: How did you determine what they are famous for?



STUDENT EXEMPLARS  Students would have to know how the passage was about and understand why that person is important. 

Provide 
sentence stems
for: AG, TN, HY. 

LAP 3: Monitor as the students  post their central idea 
for each person the chart paper.  Question: How did you determine the central idea?

Identify students are groups who did come up with correct central idea. Bring them to 
the small group table and work on biography with them using the CFS. 

Note: This part of the lesson will be omitted. 



Exit Ticket Question: 
What is the central idea of the biography? 


A. Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross, dedicated her life to helping people in need. 

B. Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross, was born on December 25th. 


C. Clara Barton, the founder of the American Red Cross, helped soldiers during the Civil War. 
 

D. Clara Barton was a part of the International Red Cross.  


Ideal Response:  The correct answer choice is A. because the passage is mostly about Clara Barton and how she helped people in need. In order to answer this question I would need to know the meaning of central idea. I would also need to know who and what the passage was mostly about.

10 minutes - Students will omit this part and complete the exit ticket below using the Clara Barton story.  




