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​Dear Students and Families,​

​Welcome to a brand new school year! I am thrilled to welcome both our returning families and​
​those who are joining us for the first time. Whether you're stepping into our school for the first​
​time or coming back with familiar faces, we are so excited to have you as part of our school​
​community.​

​This year promises to be full of learning, growth, and memorable experiences. Our dedicated​
​teachers and staff have been hard at work preparing classrooms, planning engaging lessons,​
​and creating a warm and welcoming environment where every student can thrive.​

​Here’s what you can look forward to:​

​📘​​A Strong Start:​​We’ll begin the year by building​​community, setting goals, and establishing a​
​positive school culture.​

​🍎​​Family Partnerships:​​We believe education is a​​team effort. Throughout the year, we’ll offer​
​events, meetings, and opportunities for you to stay involved in your child’s learning journey.​

​🌟​​Student Success:​​Our focus remains on academic​​excellence, character development, and​
​making sure every student feels safe, supported, and seen.​

​Please be sure to check our school website, newsletters, and social media regularly for​
​important updates and event announcements.​

​As we begin this journey together, review items in this newsletter so that you are aware of our​
​policies. Also, I encourage you to reach out with any questions, ideas, or concerns. Let’s make​
​this school year one of the best yet—full of learning, laughter, and success.​

​Here’s to a fantastic 2025–2026 school year!​



​With warmest regards,​

​Dr. Tanika McKissick​
​Principal​



​Announcements​
​Attendance​
​It is imperative that you read our Attendance Guidelines so that you are informed of our​
​expectations, procedures, and protocol. Please view the guidelines​​here​​. This document​
​provides information about truancy, promotion/retention, principal-approved absences, and​
​more!​

​Bell Schedule​
​Please view our bell schedule​​here​​.​​All students must​​enter through metal detectors upon​
​entering the building. Therefore, it is important that car riders and student drivers​​arrive at​
​school by 7:50 a.m​​. to make it to class before the​​tardy bell, which rings at 8:10 a.m. Also,​
​students will have lunch during 3rd block based on the location of their third block class.​

​Cell Phone and Electronic Device Policy​
​Please find the Horry County Schools Personal Electronic Device Policy​​here​​. I encourage you​
​to read it in its entirety.​​Students are required​​to power off and put away cell phones and other​
​electronic devices in their bookbag and electronic devices prior to the 8:10 bell, and students​
​will not be able to utilize cell phones and electronic devices until 3:15 p.m.​

​Cell phones and electronic devices should not be visible in students’ hands, seating areas, etc.​
​Cell phones and electronic devices should not be visible, unless seen in their clear book bags.​
​Students will not be able to use cell phones or electronic devices during lunches or during​
​transition.​

​In addition, the consequences of cell phone use will be changed to align with the HCS Personal​
​Electronic Device Policy. Please see the consequences below. When confiscated, cell​
​phones/electronic devices will be stored in a secure location until the parent is able to retrieve​
​it.  A parent/guardian must pick up the cell phone/electronic device from the main office.​

​Consequences for Cell Phone Violations​

​●​ ​1st violation: Warning and Confiscation​
​●​ ​2nd violation: 1 day ISS and Confiscation​
​●​ ​3rd violation: 2 days ISS  and Confiscation​
​●​ ​4th violation: 1 day OSS and Confiscation​
​●​ ​5th violation: 3 days OSS and Confiscation​
​●​ ​6th violation: 5 days OSS and Confiscation​
​●​ ​7th: Evidentiary hearing and Confiscation​

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EEm_Qva5eerD-gP64ApIM-k98NOlEf-g/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kiSc2leiKFqFLi_G-GYv3LKEzTWzwmvh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/departments-services/policy-and-legal-issues/student-cell-phone-policy/hcs-personal-electronic-device-policy


​If a student refuses to give up their cell phone or electronic device, the student will receive a​
​referral for (270) Refusal to Obey and the following consequences will apply:​

​● 1st violation: 1 day OSS​
​● 2nd violation: 3 days OSS​
​● 3rd violation: 5 days OSS​
​● 4th violation: Evidentiary hearing​

​.​

​Clear BackPack Protocol​
​HCS has implemented a clear backpack protocol. Please click​​here​​to find the HCS FAQs to​
​ensure you are aware of what is allowed. Students must utilize a clear backpack each day.​
​Students who do not adhere to this safety measure will receive consequences as outlined in the​
​Student Handbook and the graphic on the next page.  Also, there are size limitations for purses​
​and lunch boxes. Please refer to the last entry titled,​
​“What about Privacy.”​

​Morning Searches/Clear Backpacks​
​Each morning, students will walk through weapon​
​scanners upon arrival to school. So that the weapon​
​scanners operate efficiently, students must remove​
​specific items from their clear backpacks upon arrival​
​daily. Please see the graphic below. Also, please review​
​a video that provides a simulation of the screening​
​process by clicking​​here​​.​

​Devices​
​Student devices will be distributed on​​Monday,​​August​
​25​​and​​Tuesday, August 26.​​Please be reminded that​​the​
​PDL form must be signed for students to receive a​
​device.​​Please submit the form to Ms. Amy Bauer in​
​Room B102.​​The PDL form can be found​​in the links​
​below.​​Please do not email the form​​.​

​●​ ​English​
​●​ ​Arabic​
​●​ ​Chinese​
​●​ ​Portuguese​

https://www.horrycountyschools.net/clearbackpacks
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8O806esEfrO9Ez1Mc4mt5GYVtJGH_1d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ftIzZQhmlVP_8WLfXVz7QadqC4QXWMM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ONDn_IzYNuAuxo5hC1TqOxzHRgVsleuQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-tv30-I0jtvfyhLUHEki6IoL27N1ZR1K/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18KtXIfBFT9Zcgn_CLcoZ0q8_4yRgniBD/view?usp=sharing


​●​ ​Russian​
​●​ ​Spanish​
​●​ ​Uzbek​
​●​ ​Vietnamese​

​The HCS Device Handbook can be found​​here​​. Also, technology​​fines must be paid before​
​receiving a device. Technology fines are added to students’ accounts for damages or lost​
​charges and devices. Also, the $25 technology fee must be paid to take the device home. The​
​$25 technology fee minimizes repair costs for damages. If students do not pay the technology​
​fee and their device gets damaged at school, students are liable for the full cost of repairs.​

​Technology fines and fees can be accessed and paid online at​​www.mypaymentsplus.com​​.​​You​
​will need your student’s ID number to create an account if you don’t have an existing account.​
​Please contact our front office if you do not have your student’s ID number. If you have​
​questions about technology fines added to your account, please contact Mrs. Amy Bauer at​
​843.488.0662.​

​Dress Code​
​Our dress code policy can be found​​here​​in our student​​handbook. Students reviewed these​
​procedures during the first week of school and class meetings.​​Please read it to familiarize​
​yourself with the dress code policy to ensure that we are being proactive and avoiding dress​
​code violations.​​Students who are not in dress code​​will receive a dress code violation, be​
​required to change, and receive further consequences depending on the number of violations​
​previously received.​

​Staff Directory​
​You can access the faculty and staff directory by clicking​​here​​. You are encouraged to​
​communicate with your student's teachers throughout the year. The school-home partnership​
​is essential for student success.​

​Student Activity Fee​
​The $10 student activity fee is no longer mandatory.​​It is optional.​​If you have paid the $10​
​activity fee for the 25-26 school year and would like a refund, please contact Mrs. Sophia​
​Dennison at 843.488.0662. The activity fee from previous years may not be refunded.​

​Student Handbook​
​The Student Handbook can be foun​​d​​here.​​There is also​​a link to the handbook on the first page​
​under Important Links.​

​Student Meals​
​All students in Horry County Schools will receive free breakfast and lunch during the​

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fsyZmMHhyXaryL9dSLzrfA38x5E867Xf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyIXm6HLxAuzEoN2mV-u5OnU1oPpa5uK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IHqfpNby1etCH0kiPJCqDjV9oAPPw6Ma/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wgYiHckSkUO6TqO5ukbER9IXag0jDx9U/view?usp=sharing
https://www.flipsnack.com/F95A8AF7C6F/new-flipbook/full-view.html
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com/
https://ch.horrycountyschools.net/tiger-links/student-handbook
https://ch.horrycountyschools.net/directory
https://ch.horrycountyschools.net/tiger-links/student-handbook


​2025-2026 school year as part of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program. Please​
​click​​here​​t​​o read more information about the CEP​​program.​

​Student Parking​
​Students have until​​September 2​​to purchase parking​​permits. After this date, tickets will be​
​issued to non-permit holders. Please see Ms. Randall in the main office to purchase parking​
​permits.​

https://www.horrycountyschools.net/departments-services/nutrition-services/cep-program


​Attendance Information​



​Safety​
​Please discuss the importance of school safety with your students. The guidelines below​
​should be adhered to at all times.​

​●​ ​All visitors must report to the main office.​
​●​ ​Students are not to open exterior doors for visitors.​
​●​ ​Students should never prop open an exterior door with objects or intentionally​

​leave an exterior door ajar. Exterior doors should be pulled closed and locked at all​
​times, except during transition.​

​●​ ​All safety drills are to be taken seriously. Students should conduct themselves in an​
​orderly fashion and take direction from staff members.​

​●​ ​Along with the district, we have adopted the “I Love U Guys” Foundation’s Standard​
​Response Protocol. The standard response protocol utilizes clear common​
​language for emergency situations. It is important that students and staff​
​familiarize themselves with this protocol. Our standard response protocol can be​
​found​​here​​in English and​​here​​in Spanish. Please​​see copies of the protocol below.​

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d2zzO0AH261nmMjG99p5_DaINmU2oyD9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12zgmXtrmn_iOmbk5hM8050vzk9fFDMH8/view?usp=sharing


​Guidance Updates​
​Counselor Assignments​
​Lead:​ ​Amber Shubrick,​​ashubrick@horrycountyschools.net​
​Freshmen:​ ​Brooke Shepherd,​​bcampbell001@horrycountyschools.net​
​Sophomores:​ ​Shonda Owens-McKnight,​​smcknight002@horrycountyschools.net​
​Juniors:​ ​Meghan Maxwell,​​mmaxwell@horrycountyschools.net​
​Seniors:​ ​Timothy Jones,​​tjones006@horrycountyschools.net​
​Various Programs:​ ​Ed Naus,​​enaus@horrycountyschools.net​

​SAT/ACT Waivers​
​To determine eligibility to receive a reduction or waiver for the ACT and SAT​​,​​please complete​
​a 2025-26 Request for Fee Reduction or Waiver Form, which can be found​​here​​. Please submit​
​the form to our bookkeeper, Mrs. Dennison. Once the form is received, it will be processed,​
​and eligibility will be determined. Parents will be notified.​

​SAT/ACT Test Dates (Non-school administered)​

​SAT​ ​ACT​

​August 23​ ​September 6​

​September 13​ ​October 18​

​October 4​ ​December 13​

​November 8​ ​February 14​

​December 6​ ​April 11​

​March 14​ ​June 13​

​May 2​

​June 6​
​Register at the following websites:​

​SAT Website:​ ​https://www.collegeboard.org/​
​ACT Website:​ ​www.act.org​

mailto:ashubrick@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:bcampbell001@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:smcknight002@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:mmaxwell@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:tjones006@horrycountyschools.net
mailto:enaus@horrycountyschools.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xise7_JCddoHT-mLKilqEVG2-tTPY5ZQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/


​Transcripts​
​Please visit this​​link​​to request an unofficial transcript​​from your counselor.​
​If you need an official transcript, you must request it from​​Parchment.​

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzPPbmIaXE4Ug7stw2uTUNTHFyQRo9-DDaZfxPuNUD4qs0Bw/viewform
https://ch.horrycountyschools.net/guidance/transcript-request


​Mental Health Matters​
​Mental Health Crisis Lines​

​●​ ​Text​​HELLO to 741741 to speak with a crisis counselor​
​●​ ​Call​​the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK(8255)​
​●​ ​Chat​​with the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline​​at​

​https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/​
​●​ ​If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health emergency, contact the​

​24/7/365 Statewide South Carolina Crisis Response dispatcher at 833-364-2274, or call​
​911.​

​RBHS​
​Rehabilitative Behavioral Health Services (RBHS) is designed to serve students who have​
​emotional and/or behavioral needs. The program is a school-centered, goal-directed,​
​family-supportive counseling service to help stabilize or strengthen the child’s placement and​
​improve student academic and social performances. RBHS is regulated by the standards set​
​forth through the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).​

​RBHS services include:​

​●​ ​Screening/Assessments​
​●​ ​Therapy (Group, Individual, Family)​
​●​ ​Psychosocial Rehabilitative Services (Group and Individual)​
​●​ ​Behavior Modification​
​●​ ​Family Support​
​●​ ​Crisis Management​

​Our RBHS Counselors are Bobbi Dawn Inabnit and Christopher Gilbert.​

​Care Solace​
​Horry County Schools partnered with Care Solace to support the well-being of students, staff,​
​and their family members. Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential care coordination​
​service that can help you quickly find mental health or substance-use treatment options​
​matched to your needs regardless of circumstances.​ ​If you would like to use Care Solace to​
​help you find a provider: Call 888-515-0595 available 24/7/365 in any language, or visit​
​www.caresolace.com/horrycounty​​and either search on​​your own OR click “Book​
​Appointment” for assistance by video chat, email, or phone.​

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/chat/
http://www.caresolace.com/horrycounty

