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Dear Guitar Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to the guitar program! My name is Naomi Kilpatrick, and I
am proud to be the choir director and guitar teacher at Calhoun Middle
School! I am from West Monroe, and I received my Bachelor's in Vocal
Music Education from the University of Louisiana at Monroe and I am
currently pursuing my Master's in Vocal Music Education in the ULM
Summer MME Program. [ have been a musician for as long as I can
remember, and come from a family of musicians. This is what inspired
my passion to share music with the younger generation. I cannot wait

to teach your children!

This handbook contains information on opportunities, procedures,
rules, and expectations for this school year. Please take the time to read
through this packet thoroughly. If you have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to contact me! I am so excited to have the
opportunity to share and educate your students about the wondertul

world of music!

Thank you!
Naomi Kilpatrick

Choir Director at Calhoun Middle School
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Guitars:

[t is preferred that students bring their own guitars to school in order
to participate in class. Students may leave their instruments in the choir
room where I can lock them in either my office or the choir closet,

however, students must take their guitars home over school breaks.

However, if your student does not have access to their own guitar,
please let me know and we can look into renting one from a music store

or explore some other options.

Your student will be responsible for managing the condition of their
own guitar. Your student will not be permitted to touch, play, or handle
guitars belonging to other students. The CMS Guitar Program is not

responsible for any broken or damaged instruments.

Guitar Fees:

Due to the high cost of music, binders, equipment, supplies, guitar
strings, t-shirts and so many other things that students need

throughout the year, it is necessary that we charge a fee of $25.00.

If you would like to explore a payment plan to cover our fee, please
reach out to me and we can evaluate our options. Thank you for paying
this fee in a timely manner so we can quickly get shirts and supplies

ordered for the school year.
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Grading:

Weekly Grade: 100 points each week (20 points each day). This grade
will be given based on the student’s daily participation, preparation, and
behavior. This will be recorded each week through their binder check
sheet where they will assess their own individual skills, behavior,

preparation, and participation for the week.

Pass Offs: Students will be required to perform either for the teacher or
the class assigned skills in order to obtain credit. Students will need to
pass off on certain skills to achieve proficiency and advance in the class.

Pass Ofts are worth 100 points.

Theory Grades: We will introduce and test on basic theory concepts

and will be tested on them throughout the year with varied weights and
grades.

Forms: All forms, especially this contract, will be due for a grade and

must be turned in by a set deadline for 100 points.

Concerts: Concert attendance is mandatory and nonnegotiable. Each
performance 1s worth 500 points. The only exception is in the case of
severe and unavoidable emergency. Failure to appear for a concert
without prior contact of the choir director, will result in a 0 in the

gradebook until a makeup assignment is completed.

Mandatory Activities:

Concerts: As stated above, all concerts are mandatory. There are two

concerts in which the students are required to perform outside of
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school hours including their Holiday Concert and Spring Concert. The
dates for these concerts will be listed under Important Dates and may
be subject to change. If there is a change of date, you will be notified as
soon as possible. Attendance for these performances are mandatory and
nonnegotiable and will be a 500 point grade. Failure to perform at
these concerts without contacting the choir director, will result in a 0

in the gradebook until a makeup assignment is completed.

Makeup Assignments: Makeup assignments are in the form of a short
creative essay. These essays should be handwritten and turned in before
the end of the marking period in which the concert is held. Makeup

assignments can be submitted for full credit for missing performances.

Activity Expectations:

As a member of the Calhoun Middle School Choir, you will be taken off
campus and expected to represent this school and this choir program.
We show courtesy and good sportsmanship. We will be respectful of
any facilities. Students are expected to follow the directions of the
adults in charge (parents, chaperones, judges, or directors). Bus rides
will be orderly and calm, and the buses left clean. Remember, you
represent our school, our program, your director, and your family. Any
disciplinary issues while at a choir event are immediate grounds for

removal from the CMS Guitar Program.

Please also be aware that serious discipline issues in choir and also in
the school or any other classes will result in you not being allowed to

go to ANY performances on or oftf campus. Your student will also not
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be allowed to participate in off-campus events if they are on the failure
list for the nine weeks in which the event occurs. You need to be
responsible and respectful throughout the course of the year in class, in
your other classes, and anytime you are interacting with other students.
This class 1s a privilege to be a part of, you have to earn the right to

represent your school and this program.

Uniforms:

For each concert we will have a required dress code that all students are

expected to follow. Please see below for the expected dress code.

All Students: for field trips during the year and concerts

- Guitar t-shirt (included in the school fee and provided by the
guitar program)
- School appropriate blue jeans

- Comfortable tennis shoes (no crocs or slides please)
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Important Dates for 2025-2026 School Year:

Please keep this sheet to be up to date on all important dates for choir.

All bolded and underlined items are required for all choir students.

All dates are subject to change. You will be notified as soon as possible

of any changes that may occur.

- All Forms Due Friday September 5th

- Guitar Fees Due Friday September 5th

TBA:

Spring Concert
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