
2025-2026 Professional Judgment Request Form 
 DEPENDENCY OVERRIDE DUE TO UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

 
 
 
 

Student’s Full Name         Phone number Email address 

The Financial Aid Office may consider a student’s unusual circumstances to override a student’s dependency status 
according to federal education laws and guidelines set by the U.S. Department of Education. This form is to determine if 
the student may be considered independent due to unusual circumstances that may not be covered in the FAFSA 
questions.   

You must read and complete this form in its entirety. Your request will be DENIED if you fail to provide accurate and 
complete information, along with the supporting documentation requested below. Submit non-returnable copies of 
required documentation listed for each item you checked below. Please include the student's name and ID number on the 
top of each supporting document. All supporting letters must be signed by the author. 
 

Complete the following steps: 
• Ensure a 2025-2026 FAFSA form was submitted at studentaid.gov with Principia College school code: 001744. 
• If you are seeking independent status due to no contact with parents, you must answer the following  
• questions.  

1) Are you able to contact your parents?  
 
 
 

2) What is preventing you from contacting your parents?  
 
 
 

3) When is the last time you were in contact with your parents? Please provide a specific date if possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� Submit a statement that details the relationship you have with your parent(s). 
� At least one (1) signed letter of support from NON-relatives (for example, landlord, employer, teacher, coaches, and/or 

clergy) who can confirm the statements in your letter of explanation. The letters of support should also include how 
they know you and for how long. 

� Submit supporting documentation such as police reports or reports from a social worker. 
 

Allow 2-4 weeks for processing. You will receive a notification of the final decision via email. Please note all decisions are final. 
Additional documentation may be requested to support your situation. Any request submitted without documentation will be delayed. 

Students who have been selected for verification MUST complete that process before their Professional Judgment Request will be 
reviewed. 

By typing my name below, I understand and agree that this form of electronic signature has the same legal force and effect as a manual signature. 
 

 

Student’s Signature Date 


