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Hello Parents and Students,

We are very excited to see everyone soon. As we head into the 2025-2026 school year, we wanted to share
our goals and aspirations with you. We will draw on our work from the past to lead us into the future.

Last year, we brought the Community Relations Service of the United States’ Department of Justice to
Beachwood High School, where they ran their Student Problem Identification and Resolution of Issues
Together (S.P.I.R.L.T.) program with approximately 50 BHS students. These students said that they wanted
help from us with:

o Discussing challenging topics with their peers
o Increasing school spirit, particularly around athletics.

At the conclusion of the S.P.LR.I.T. program, the Beachwood High School S.P.L.LR.I.T. Council was created.
Thirteen students were selected by their peers to work with the administration to address issues that were
identified during the S.P.L.R.I.T. program day and address any new concerns that come up. The S.P.L.R.L.T.
Council recommended we have an all-school S.P.LLR.I.T. day to ensure every student's voice was heard.
Utilizing the issues that were discussed at both S.P.L.R.I.T. days, the council generated the following action
items:

e The return of the “Cookies and Conversation” lunch time activity to provide a venue for honest and
challenging discussions among willing peers that are facilitated by trained high school students.

e Started the BHS Spirit Squad, a group of students who have planned fun activities for students at a
wide variety of sports events beginning on August 15th at the boys' soccer home opener.

e High school students plan to bring the School S.P.I.R.I.T. program to Beachwood Middle School and
Hilltop School this coming school year.

Public high schools are required to be a “marketplace of ideas” for students. We want our students to feel
encouraged to share their ideas with their peers and to debate ideas respectfully. Beachwood Schools’ belief
is that educators’ purpose is to cultivate the ability to think critically, not to dictate to our students what to
believe.

To support students' request for help discussing challenging topics, the District has contracted with the
organization Facing History and Ourselves to train middle and high school staff in how to effectively facilitate
civil discourse among students. The training begins this August and will continue across two school years.

We know these conversations don’t stop at the school doors. We ask our families to partner with us by talking
to your children at home about your values, and helping your child reflect on how to share their ideas
respectfully with others. To guide these conversations, please review the Beachwood City School District’s
Communication Standards with your family.

We're proud of our students for asking for more opportunities to connect, and we’re committed to giving
them the tools and spaces to grow academically as well as socially and emotionally. With your partnership,
we're creating a school community where every student can thrive.

Sincerely,
Paul Chase Aubrei Erkins
Principal Assistant Principal

Beachwood High School Beachwood High School



