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College Timeline  
 

August 1st: UC application opens 

September 1st: Gather letters of recommendation / Register for the SAT/ACT (If applicable)  

October 1st: Cal State application opens / FASFA application opens  

Nov 30th / Dec 1st: Cal State / UC applications close (NO EXTENSIONS)  

Feb-March: College acceptance letters begin being disbursed  

March 2nd:  FASFA DEADLINE 

Mar-May: Financial aid awards begin being disbursed  

April: Create WebGrants4Students account  

May 1st: National College Decision Day (students must commit to the 4-year college they will 
be attending) 

Cal State Application  UC Application 

Apply at  Apply at 

Application cost: $70 (4 free if you qualify for 
waiver) 

Application cost: $80 (4 free if you qualify for 
waiver) 

GPA requirement: 2.0 or better GPA requirement: 3.0 or better 

All classes must be passed with “C” or better All classes must be passed with “C” or better 

SAT or ACT optional - no longer required SAT or ACT optional - no longer required 
(subject test may be required) 

 (4) Insight question responses must be 
submitted 

(A-G Requirements must be completed before application. Check 
with counselor to ensure you are compliant)  



FINANCIAL AID 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

Financial aid is money that helps students pay for college or career school. 

It can come from the government, schools, or private sources. Financial aid can be in the form of 
grants (free money), scholarships (free money), work-study (part-time jobs on campus), or loans 
(money you borrow and pay back later). 

Website: https://studentaid.gov   

Opens October 1 (may vary).  

Create FSA ID ( https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch ) 

Add schools you’re applying to.  

Submit before March 2 priority deadline. 

CADAA (California Dream Act Application) 

The California Dream Act allows undocumented students and students with no social security 
number to get financial aid to help pay for college in California. 

It lets eligible students apply for state grants, scholarships, and in some cases and fee waivers. It 
is also encouraged for a more secure filing method.  

Website: https://dream.csac.ca.gov   

Opens Oct 1; deadline March 2. 

Cal Grant 

The Cal Grant is free money from the state of California to help students pay for college. 

You don’t have to pay it back; it’s awarded based on your grades, family income, and the type of 
college you attend. 

Website: https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/  

Submit FAFSA or CADAA + GPA Verification  

LLA sends your GPA automatically. 

College Promise Grant (for Community College) 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


The College Promise Grant helps low-income students by waiving the cost of community college 
classes in California. 

If you qualify, you don’t have to pay enrollment fees, but you still need to pay for books and 
supplies. 

Website: https://home.cccapply.org/en/  

Apply through your CCC student portal (e.g., VVC Web Advisor or Self-Service).  

Automatically linked to your FAFSA/CADAA application.  

Covers tuition fees for eligible students. 

Student Aid Index (SAI)  

The Student Aid Index (SAI) is a number used to figure out how much financial aid you can get 
for college. 

It’s based on your family’s income, assets, and other financial info from your FAFSA or Dream 
Act Application. 

The lower your SAI, the more aid you may qualify for. Colleges use this number to decide how 
much money they can give you to help pay for school. 

 

 

 

 

https://home.cccapply.org/en/


How to Apply to College 
 

APPLYING TO UC (University of California) SCHOOLS 

1. Visit: https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu  

2. Create an account. 

3. Start application in August; submit between Oct 1 – Nov 30. 

4. Fill in: personal info, academic history, activities, and (4) Personal Insight Questions. 

5. Select campuses and majors. 

6. Pay application fee ($80 per campus) or request a fee waiver. 

7. Review and submit before Nov 30. 

 

APPLYING TO CSU (California State University) SCHOOLS 

1. Visit: https://www.calstate.edu/apply  

2. Create an account. 

3. Applications open Oct 1 – Nov 30. 

4. Fill out academic info and CSU eligibility questions. 

5. Choose campuses and majors. 

6. Pay $70 per campus or request a fee waiver. 

7. Submit before Nov 30. 

  

https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://www.calstate.edu/apply


APPLYING TO CCC (California Community Colleges) 

Victor Valley College (VVC)  

1. Visit: https://www.opencccapply.net  and select Victor Valley College. 

2. Create an OpenCCC account. 

3. Complete VVC application. 

4. Apply for FAFSA or Dream Act. 

5. Complete orientation online. 

6. Take self-placement for math and English. 

7. Meet with a counselor to create an education plan. 

8. Register for classes on https://www.vvc.edu    

 

COMMON APP 
1. Visit: https://www.commonapp.org  

2. Create account and start application. 

3. Add colleges to your list. 

4. Fill in personal info, coursework, and essays. 

5. Request letters of recommendation and upload transcripts. 

6. Pay fees or apply for fee waivers. 

7. Submit by each college's deadline. 

How to use the common app: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmFkj6SPyQo  

  

https://www.opencccapply.net/
https://www.vvc.edu/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmFkj6SPyQo


SAT & ACT – TESTING & 
PREPARATION  

 

Register: 

• SAT: https://www.collegeboard.org ($68 fee / $34 late fee) 

• ACT: https://www.act.org ($88 fee / $40 late fee) 

For 4-year colleges (not required). 

Fee waivers if you qualify for free or reduced lunch (please see Mr. Hanson). 

(Must be taken by December in order for it to be considered on college application) 

Study: 

• Use Khan Academy (linked with College Board for SAT). 

• Buy or borrow prep books (Kaplan, Princeton Review). 

• Take practice tests online. 

Test Day: 

• Bring ID, ticket, calculator, and #2 pencils. 

• Be early and well-rested. 

Test Dates: SAT 

August 23rd 2025 (Register by Aug 8th 25) 

September 13th 2025 (Register by Aug 29th 25) 

October 4th 2025 (Register by Sept 19th 25) 

November 8th 2025 (Register by Oct 24th 25) 

December 6th 2025 (Register by Nov 21st 25) 

  

https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/


Test Dates: ACT  

September 6th 2025 (Register by Aug 1st 25) 

October 18th 2025 (Register by Sep 12th 25) 

December 13th 2025 (Register by Nov 7th 25)  



A-G Requirements 
A – History/Social Science 

2 years 

U.S. History & World History (or equivalent) 

B – English 

4 years 

Reading, writing, literature, etc. 

C – Mathematics 

3 years (4 recommended) 

Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 (or higher) 

D – Science 

2 years (3 recommended) 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, etc. 

E – Language Other Than English 

2 years (3 recommended) 

Same language (like Spanish 1 & 2) 

F – Visual & Performing Arts 

1 year 

Art, Music, Dance, Theater, etc. 

G – College-Prep Elective 

1 year 

Extra class from A-F areas or something like Psychology or Economics 

 



Scholarships 
Scholarship Websites: 

1. BigFuture by College Board 

Trusted source by the SAT/AP creators. Great search tool and verified scholarships. 

 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search  

2. Scholarships.com 

Huge and frequently updated database. Matches you with tons of opportunities. 

https://www.scholarships.com/  

3. Fastweb 

Create a profile and get matched to scholarships that fit you. 

https://www.fastweb.com/  

4. Going Merry 

Easy to use. Apply for scholarships right on the site. 

https://www.goingmerry.com/  

5. Bold.org 

Offers exclusive scholarships. Email updates on new awards. 

https://bold.org/  

6. Niche 

Known for college reviews, but also has solid scholarship listings. 

https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/  

7. Appily (formerly Cappex) 

Find scholarships and colleges that match your goals. 

https://www.appily.com/  

8. Scholarships360 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://bold.org/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.appily.com/


Vetted scholarships with direct applications. Easy to browse. 

https://scholarships360.org/  

(Scholarships will be posted monthly) 

 

Tips for Writing Scholarship Essays: 

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-write-a-scholarship-essay  

https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/scholarships-essay-tips  

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/scholarship-essays  

 

 

 

https://scholarships360.org/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-write-a-scholarship-essay
https://www.pierce.ctc.edu/scholarships-essay-tips
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/scholarship-essays


APPLYING TO THE MILITARY (All 
Branches) 

1. Research the branches: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Space Force, Coast Guard, National 
Guard. 

2. Talk to a local recruiter. 

3. Take a practice ASVAB test at LLA and online. 

4. Study for ASVAB: 

◦ Use https://www.march2success.com  

◦ Use ASVAB practice books. 

5. Schedule and take the official ASVAB. 

6. Pass a physical exam at MEPS. 

7. Discuss job options based on your ASVAB scores. 

8. Enlist and attend boot camp. 

 

Benefits of Joining the Military: 

Education Benefits 

Tuition assistance is offered for college or trade school. 

The GI Bill covers college costs after service. 

ROTC scholarships are offered for future officers. 

Job Training & Career Skills 

Learn hands-on skills in areas like technology, healthcare, mechanics, and more. 

Earn certifications that can help in civilian jobs after service. 

 

 

https://www.march2success.com/


Steady Pay & Bonuses 

Receive a guaranteed paycheck twice a month. 

Enlistment or re-enlistment bonuses (for certain jobs or needs). 

Free or Low-Cost Health Care 

Medical, dental, and vision coverage for service members. 

Family health care for those with eligible dependents. 

Housing & Food Allowance 

Free housing on base or a stipend offered to live off base. 

Meal allowances or access to free dining on base. 

Travel Opportunities  

Chance to live or travel in the US and around the world. 

Paid leave (vacation) each year. 

Retirement & Pension Plans 

Retirement benefits after 20 years of service. 

Thrift Savings Plan (TSP), similar to a 401(k). 

Veterans Benefits After Service 

VA home loans with no down payment. 

Continued education support. 

Health care and job placement assistance. 

Discipline & Personal Growth 

Builds confidence, leadership, and responsibility. 

Structured environment that promotes growth. 

Community & Pride 

Serving your country, making a difference, and being part of a respected national entity 



Helpful Links 
How to Create an FSA ID: 

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out?sf42888877=1  

https://www.road2college.com/fsa-id-what-it-is-how-to-create/  

 

How to Fill Out the FASFA: 

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out?sf42888877=1#start-form  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY&t=80s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oe3AwuonpPg  

 

How to Apply to UC Colleges: 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-first-year/filling-out-
the-application.html  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vh3AbA2x3Dc  

 

How to Apply to CSU Colleges: 

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Documents/cal-state-apply-freshman-application-
guide.pdf  

https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/10-top-tips-cal-state-apply-2021.aspx  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUnF6XnBYYM  

 

How to Apply to VVC: 

https://www.vvc.edu/steps-enrollment-high-school-students  

 

 

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out?sf42888877=1
https://www.road2college.com/fsa-id-what-it-is-how-to-create/
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out?sf42888877=1#start-form
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY&t=80s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oe3AwuonpPg
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-first-year/filling-out-the-application.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-first-year/filling-out-the-application.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vh3AbA2x3Dc
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Documents/cal-state-apply-freshman-application-guide.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/Documents/cal-state-apply-freshman-application-guide.pdf
https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/10-top-tips-cal-state-apply-2021.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUnF6XnBYYM
https://www.vvc.edu/steps-enrollment-high-school-students


How to Sign Up for Military Service: 

https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-
recruiter?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=msn_recMilitary_broad_joining.kw&np
=1&msclkid=ab39bd32a6e8112c20a0d5a0252a5268  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvfIY8HaoCc (Army) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJoPyejgRWk (Air force)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOT-aU6VA7M (Coast Guard) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wl7piJU4Xsw (Marines) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1-honNThFU (National Guard) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAzypiVyDQM (Navy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=msn_recMilitary_broad_joining.kw&np=1&msclkid=ab39bd32a6e8112c20a0d5a0252a5268
https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=msn_recMilitary_broad_joining.kw&np=1&msclkid=ab39bd32a6e8112c20a0d5a0252a5268
https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&ESRC=msn_recMilitary_broad_joining.kw&np=1&msclkid=ab39bd32a6e8112c20a0d5a0252a5268
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvfIY8HaoCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJoPyejgRWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOT-aU6VA7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wl7piJU4Xsw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1-honNThFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAzypiVyDQM


Work Permits 

 



 

 

 



Helpful Work Permit Links: 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/dlseformB1-1.pdf  (B1-1 form) 

https://www.minimum-wage.org/california/child-labor-laws  (Child labor laws) 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/DLSE-CL.htm  (Child labor website) 

 

 

Helpful Job Search Engines: 

https://www.indeed.com/  

https://www.careerbuilder.com/  

https://www.linkedin.com/  

https://www.glassdoor.com/index.htm  

https://www.ziprecruiter.com/  

https://www.monster.com/jobs?msockid=0955a6c85c55632a07efb3005dbb62b5  

 

Tips for Resume Building: 

https://careerservices.fas.harvard.edu/resources/create-a-strong-resume/  

 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/dlseformB1-1.pdf
https://www.minimum-wage.org/california/child-labor-laws
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/DLSE-CL.htm
https://www.indeed.com/
https://www.careerbuilder.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.glassdoor.com/index.htm
https://www.ziprecruiter.com/
https://www.monster.com/jobs?msockid=0955a6c85c55632a07efb3005dbb62b5
https://careerservices.fas.harvard.edu/resources/create-a-strong-resume/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tips for Interviewing: 

https://www.dol.gov/general/jobs/interview-tips  

https://hbr.org/2021/11/10-common-job-interview-questions-and-how-to-answer-them  

 

 

https://www.dol.gov/general/jobs/interview-tips
https://hbr.org/2021/11/10-common-job-interview-questions-and-how-to-answer-them


 


