FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Is it required for a student to be in the
Response to Intervention (RTI)/Multi-Tiered
System of Support (MTSS) process prior to
being evaluated for a Section 504 Plan?

No, when a parent or teacher suspects a
student has a disability that substantially
limits one or more major life activities the
Section 504 team should convene to
determine eligibility, regardless of whether
the student is receiving interventions
through the RTI/MTSS process.

Is it possible for a 504 student to fail a
class?

Yes, Section 504 protections do not
automatically dictate that a student will
receive passing grades. Team members must
keep in mind that many factors influence a
student’s academic performance.

How does eligibility for a Section 504 plan
affect discipline?

Students may not be punished for behavior
that is caused by a disability. If it is
determined that the behavior was not
related to the disability, the student could
receive the same consequences as a student
without a disability.

Who is responsible for implementing
Section 504?

Section 504 is considered to be a provision of
general education. It is therefore the
responsibility of classroom teachers and
other designated personnel and the principal
to assure that Section 504 accommodations
are carried out.

Below are a few of the rights
Afforded to Parents by Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973:

Parents or guardians are to be
provided with a copy of Parental
Rights Afforded by Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

The student has a right to an
evaluation prior to a Section 504
determination of eligibility.

Parents have a right to not consent
to the school system’s request to
evaluate their child.

Parents have the right to ensure the
evaluation procedures, which may
include testing, conform to the

requirements of 34 CFR 104.35 (US
Dept. of Ed.).

Parents have a right to ensure that
the school system will consider
information from a variety of sources.

Parents have a right to ensure that

placement decisions are made by a
group of persons, including persons
knowledgeable about their child.

For more detailed information about
Section 504 Procedural Safeguards and
Parental Rights Afforded by Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and a copy of
these rights please visit our website at:
https://www.effinghamschools.com/teach
ing-learning/section-504
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WHAT IS SECTION 504?

Section 504 is a federal law that ensures
students with disabilities have equal
access to education. It requires schools to
provide a free appropriate public
education (FAPE) to eligible students with
disabilities.

Who qualifies for Section 504?

A student may qualify if they:

e Have a physical or mental disability
that significantly limits one or more
maijor life activities

e Have a history of such a disability

e Are seen as having a disability

What counts as a disability?

A disability can include physical or mental
conditions like ADHD, diabetes, anxiety,
depression, learning disabilities, or mobility
impairments. (This is not a comprehensive
list.)

What does “substantially limits” mean?
It means the disability affects the
student’s ability to do things most other
students can do, like learning,
concentrating, or walking.

Important Updates:

The Americans with Disabilities Act
Amendments Act of 2008 expanded the
definition of disability, making it easier for
students to qualify for help under Section
504.

What is a major life activity?

Some of the major life activities, as
defined by Section 504 include:

e Caring for one's self

e Eating
Walking
Standing
Seeing
Hearing
Speaking
Reading
Concentrating

e Learning

e Thinking
For more information, please visit:
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-
policy/individuals-disabilities/section-
504

Determining Section 504 Eligibility

To determine if a student qualifies for
Section 504, a team reviews multiple
sources, including test scores, teacher
input, medical information, and
observations of the student’s behavior
and background.

A diagnosis or impairment alone does
not guarantee eligibility. The condition
must substantially limit one or more
maijor life activities. Medical diagnoses
are considered as part of the full

evaluation, but they do not automatically

qualify a student for 504 services.

Whatis a 504 Plan?

The 504 plan is developed by the 504
team (which includes parents/guardians)
to ensure that a student who has a
disability receives reasonable
accommodations, modifications, or
services that will ensure academic
success and access to the learning
environment.

Annually the team will review the student’s
504 plan. However, a parent may request,
at any time, to have a 504 meeting to
review and revise the plan if needed.

For more information regarding
Section 504, contact the school’s 504
Coordinator.

You may also contact Effingham
County School District 504
Coordinator:

Dr. Misty C. Duncan
912.754.5508
mcduncan@effingham.k12.ga.us




