
**IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING IMMUNIZATIONS** 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 Please read the following information regarding the immunizations that are required for school 
entry/enrollment. Immunization certificates and medical exemptions must be obtained from your child’s 
physician or health care provider. Certificates may also be issued by the local health department. Religious 
exemption forms are available from the Kentucky Immunization Program at the following website - 
http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/epi/Immunization.htm. The vaccines that are required for school entry 
(preschool/kindergarten, 6th grade and age 16) are as listed below. If your child has not had the required 
vaccines, please contact your child’s physician or school nurse to schedule an appointment to receive the 
needed vaccines. *An updated certificate must be presented to the school when a student receives vaccines. 
 

Vaccines Required for School Entry – Preschool or Kindergarten 
DTaP/DT/Td – 5 doses Hepatitis B – 3 doses MMR – 2 doses 
Polio – 4 doses Hepatitis A – 2 doses **Varicella – 2 doses 
**For the varicella vaccine – if your child has had varicella disease (chickenpox) or herpes zoster disease 
(shingles), either diagnosed or verified by a healthcare provider, then the varicella vaccine is not required. 
 

Vaccines Required for Entry into Sixth Grade 
In addition to having the above vaccines, at age 11 or entry into 6th grade your child should also receive: 

Tdap – 1 dose Meningococcal – 1 dose 
 

Vaccines Required for Students aged 16 and older 
In addition to having the above vaccines, at age 16 your child should also receive: 

Meningococcal booster – 1 dose  

The most current version of the Commonwealth of Kentucky Certificate of Immunization Status should be used 
and available at all facilities administering vaccines. This certificate includes all vaccines that your child may 
have received, not just those that are required for school entry. Pictured is the certificate that you should be 
receiving from your physician or healthcare provider. If they choose to use a different version, they must follow 
the below guidelines: 
 
Does a provider’s EMR certificate have to look like KYIR certificate? Can they keep using the same ones from before 
as long as new vaccines are included? Providers can continue to use what they 
used in the past as long as their printed certificate includes the new required 
immunizations and meets the minimum requirements for an electronically 
produced certificate as described in the amended regulation: 
 Child's name and birthdate, 
 Parent or guardian’s name, 
 Address of the child including street, city, state, and Zip Code, 
 All vaccines administered with dates and certificate expiration date, 
 Provider’s name and address and telephone number, and printed name 

and ink or electronic signature of Doctor, RN, LPN, or designee, and date 
signed. 

 
You may contact the school nurse or your child’s physician with any 
questions. 

http://chfs.ky.gov/dph/epi/Immunization.htm

