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          I t  n e v e r  s t o p p e d .  R a i n  a n d  w e t n e s s  w a s  c o n s t a n t .  T h e  d r o p s  h a m m e r i n g  i n t o
t h e  b o t t o m  o f  o u r  c a n o e  w e r e  b o u n c i n g  b a c k  u p  a n d  h i t t i n g  o u r  f a c e s .  M y  r a i n
j a c k e t  w a s  u s e l e s s .  T h e  g o r e t e x  c l u n g  t o  m y  b a r e  a r m s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  d r e n c h e d  i n  c o o l
s w e a t .  I  w a s  s o a k e d  f r o m  t h e  s p r a y  o f  m y  p a d d l e  g l i d i n g  i n t o  t h e  i c e  c o l d  w a t e r .  I
d u g  m y  n a i l s  i n t o  t h e  w o o d ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  s a m e  r e p e t i t i v e  m o t i o n  I  h a d  b e e n  e n d u r i n g
f o r  h o u r s .  

         T h e  t e n  o f  u s  w e r e  s i l e n t l y  s y n c h r o n i z e d  m o v i n g  o u r  b o a t  b i t  b y  b i t  a c r o s s  t h e
f o g g e d - o v e r  g l a s s  l a k e .  B e h i n d  m e ,  K a t e  h a d  h e r  t o q u e  d r a w n  o v e r  h e r  f a c e ,  a l m o s t
c o m p l e t e l y  b l i n d e d ,  t r y i n g  t o  a v o i d  t h e  b e e  s t i n g  o f  t h e  w a t e r .  J a k e ,  a t  t h e  v e r y
b a c k ,  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a  n o s e - b l e e d  t h a t  h a d n ’ t  l e t  u p  a l l  m o r n i n g .  H e  h a d  t w o  f u l l y -
e x p a n d e d  j u m b o  t a m p o n s  c r a m p e d  u p  b o t h  n o s t r i l s  t h a t  w e r e  r e d d e r  t h a n  o u r
c h e e k s .  P o o r  g u y .  S h i l o h ,  o n  m y  l e f t ,  h a d  a  p o u n d i n g  h e a d a c h e  f r o m  a  t e r r i b l e  n i g h t
u n d e r  t h e  t a r p s ,  a n d  S a v a n n a h  w a s  r e g r e t t i n g  h e r  l i f e  c h o i c e s  o f  o n l y  b r i n g i n g  a
h o o d i e .  Y e t ,  n o t  o n e  o f  u s  c o m p l a i n e d .  T h a t ’ s  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  f o r  u s  i s l a n d  k i d s .
S o m e  c a l l  u s  h i p p i e s ,  w h i c h  w e  k i n d  o f  a r e ,  b u t  i n  t r u t h  w e ’ r e  j u s t  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e
v i c i o u s  w e s t - c o a s t  w e a t h e r .  

        O u r  s h o u l d e r s  w e r e  b e g g i n g  f o r  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  s t r o k e s  o f  t h e  p a d d l e .  E m p t y
c a n s  o f  b e a n s ,  a n d  d r i p p i n g  b a g s  i n  t h e  h u l l  s e e m e d  t o  b e  d r a g g i n g  u s  d o w n .  O u t  o f
n o w h e r e ,  a  v o i c e  s t a r t s  b e l l o w i n g  t h e  l y r i c s  t o  ‘ H o l l a b a c k  G i r l ’  a n d  w e  s t o p  p a d d l i n g
l o o k i n g  c o n f u s e d  a s  t h e  q u i e t  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h o u r s .  S a v a n a
l a u g h s ,  a n d  t h e n  y e l l s ,  “ f i v e ,  s i x … f i v e ,  s i x ,  s e v e n ,  e i g h t … S T R O K E ! ”  I  c r a m  m y  p a d d l e
d o w n  i n t o  t h e  l a k e  a n d  p u l l  i t  b a c k  a s  h a r d  a s  I  c a n .  T h e  v o i c e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o
s i n g ,  s o  I  y e l l  o u t  r a s p i l y ,  “ a  f e w  t i m e s ,  I ’ v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  t h a t  t r a c k ”  a n d  e v e r y o n e
j o i n s  i n .  I t ’ s  t h e  m o s t  p i t c h y  t h i n g  I ’ v e  e v e r  h e a r d ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  f l y i n g  a c r o s s  t h a t
l a k e .  K a t e  p u l l e d  h e r  t o q u e  u p ,  a  s m i l e  s t r u n g  a c r o s s  h e r  f a c e ,  a n d  J a k e ’ s  e y e s
w e r e n ’ t  a s  b l e a k .  T h e  w h i t e  g i r l  a c a p e l l a  p l a y l i s t  c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e
j o u r n e y .  E v e n  i f  i t  h i t  y o u r  e a r  t h e  w r o n g  w a y ,  o u r  v o i c e s  s t i l l  h a d  a  w a r m  a u r a  t h a t
p o w e r e d  o u r  b o a t  a n d  m e l t e d  o u r  f r o z e n  l i m b s .  

       W e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  b o a t  t o  a r r i v e  b a c k .  T h e  o n l y  g r o u p  l a u g h i n g  a b o u t  o u r  s p e e d
t a c t i c s  a n d  h o w  h o a r s e  o u r  v o i c e s  w e r e .  J a k e  w a s  p r o u d ,  S a v a n n a  w a s  o v e r j o y e d  t o
f i n d  s h e l t e r ,  S h i l o h  c o u l d  f i n a l l y  s l e e p ,  a n d  K a t e  w a s  r e l i e v e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  l a n d .  W e
w e r e  a l l  w h o l e  a n d  u n i t e d  f r o m  t h a t  s t u p i d  p a d d l i n g  a n d  t r a s h y  s o n g .  W h e n  w e
r e t u r n e d  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l ,  w e  a l l  b r o u g h t  a  p i e c e  o f  t h e  l a k e  w i t h  u s .  E v e n  t h o u g h  w e
w e r e n ’ t  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  w e  f o u n d  c o m f o r t  i n  t h e  g l a n c e s  a n d  s m i l e s  e x c h a n g e d  i n
h a l l w a y s .  S h a r e d - e x p e r i e n c e s  b r i n g  o u t  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r ,  b u t  a l s o  c r e a t e  m e m o r i e s
a n d  e m p a t h y  t h a t  l a s t e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  c o h o r t ,  a n d  a r e  p a r t  o f
o u r  c h a r a c t e r  t o d a y .  
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While it can get quite irritating if you're

While it can get quite irritating if you're

While it can get quite irritating if you're

sleeping, it is a very familiar and

sleeping, it is a very familiar and

sleeping, it is a very familiar and

comforting sound that tells me I'm home.

comforting sound that tells me I'm home.

comforting sound that tells me I'm home.    

What is something you see, hear, or taste
when you fly back to Thailand that lets you

know you're home?

It's the language that immediately tells me
I'm home. Most of the time, I have a layover
in Dubai before catching my next flight to

Phuket. As soon as I board that plane, I hear
the flight attendants making

announcements in Thai. And when I step off
the plane, the greeting of the Wai from the

people outside confirms that I've truly
arrived home.

What is a sight, sound or smell
that instantly reminds you of

home? 

A sound that instantly comes to
mind is the iconic bird that we

will all hear living here. The bird
is called The Common Asian

Koel. 

What is something you see, hear, or taste
when you fly back to Thailand that lets

you know you're home?It's the language that immediately tells me
I'm home. Most of the time, I have a

layover in Dubai before catching my next
flight to Phuket. As soon as I board that

plane, I hear the flight attendants making
announcements in Thai. And when I step
off the plane, the greeting of the Wai

from the people outside confirms that I've
truly arrived home.

Is there a food from one of your "homes" that you miss when you are in
the other? Do you have a recipe you could share?

Living in Thailand for 14 years and coming from France, I have cooked
dishes from these places the least because I feel like cooking from these
countries that have such a good reputation for good food is intimidating.
However, when I am in France, I long for Pad Thai or Pad Kaprow, which I

have made before but it will never taste authentic. When I am in
Thailand, I long for French quiche or fresh bread which I have also made

here, but it doesn't taste the same either. 

Kind regards, 

          Manoa



3 .  H a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  y o u  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f
h o m e  a n d  w o r k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ?

Y e s ,  t h e r e  h a v e  d e f i n i t e l y  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  b e i n g  a  b o a r d i n g  p a r e n t .  I n  a  t y p i c a l  h o m e ,  a  m o t h e r
f o c u s e s  o n  h e r  o w n  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  u n i q u e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  I ’ m  r e s p o n s i b l e  n o t  o n l y  f o r  m y  f a m i l y
b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r  m y  c a r e .  I t  c a n  b e  d i f f i c u l t  a t  t i m e s  t o  s e p a r a t e
w o r k  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  b e c a u s e  m y  " w o r k "  i s  l i v i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h e y  f e e l
s u p p o r t e d  a n d  s a f e .  T h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  n o r m a l  w o r k i n g  h o u r s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  I  h a v e  t o
p r i o r i t i z e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o v e r  m y  o w n  f a m i l y  o r  p e r s o n a l  t i m e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e r e  a r e
s o  m a n y  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  h e a r t w a r m i n g  m o m e n t s  t h a t  r e m i n d  m e  h o w  w e l c o m i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i s .  O n e
o f  t h e  b e s t  p a r t s  o f  b e i n g  a  b o a r d i n g  p a r e n t  i s  w a t c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  g r o w  a n d  s e e i n g  h o w  t h e y  b e g i n
t o  t r u s t  a n d  r e l y  o n  u s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y .  I t ’ s  t h o s e  s m a l l ,  e v e r y d a y  m o m e n t s  t h a t
s t a n d  o u t  l i k e  w h e n  a  s t u d e n t  s t o p s  b y  j u s t  t o  c h a t  o r  s e e k s  a d v i c e ,  o r  w h e n  t h e y  a c h i e v e  s o m e t h i n g
a n d  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  u s .  

W h a t  i s  h o m e  t o  a  b o a r d i n g
p a r e n t ?1 .  W h a t  d o e s  t h e  w o r d  “ h o m e ”  m e a n  t o

y o u  p e r s o n a l l y ?  C a n  y o u  d e s c r i b e  t h e
s m e l l s ,  v i s u a l s ,  a n d  s o u n d s  t h a t  m a k e
y o u  f e e l  a t  h o m e ?

T o  m e ,  “ h o m e ”  i s  w h e r e  I  f e e l  c o n n e c t e d  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d
b y  a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y .  A s  a  b o a r d i n g  p a r e n t  l i v i n g  w i t h
s t u d e n t s ,  h o m e  i s n ’ t  j u s t  a b o u t  a  p r i v a t e  s p a c e ,  i t ’ s  a
s h a r e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  f i l l e d  w i t h  e n e r g y  a n d  t h e  s o u n d  o f
s t u d e n t s ’  l a u g h t e r  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .

2 .  L i v i n g  o n  c a m p u s  w i t h  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  h o w
d o  y o u  c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  h o m e  i n  a  p l a c e
t h a t ’ s  b o t h  y o u r  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  a
w o r k p l a c e ?

L i v i n g  o n  c a m p u s  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y ,  I ’ v e  l e a r n e d  t o  c r e a t e  a
s e n s e  o f  h o m e  b y  b l e n d i n g  p e r s o n a l  a n d  s h a r e d  s p a c e s  i n  a
w a y  t h a t  f e e l s  c o m f o r t i n g  a n d  b a l a n c e d .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e
b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  i s  b o t h  m y  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  w o r k p l a c e ,  I  t r y  t o
e s t a b l i s h  a  s e n s e  o f  r o u t i n e  a n d  c a r e  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  f e e l  l i k e
h o m e  f o r  b o t h  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s :  c r e a t i n g  a
w e l c o m i n g  s p a c e  f o r  m y  f a m i l y  w h i l e  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h e
s t u d e n t s  f e e l  c a r e d  f o r  a n d  v a l u e d .

4. How do you create a warm and welcoming environment for students who are
far from their
 own homes?
We try to establish a personal connection with each student, get to know their individual needs, interests, and
concerns. It’s important that they feel they can come to us with anything, whether it's something big or small, so they
know they have someone they can rely on. We help them build relationships with their peers and staff, making sure
they know that this is their home-away-from-home.

(Featuring the one and only Gemma!)



Home is inseparable from family. 
I grew up in my grandmother’s neighborhood in Timor-Leste, I lived surrounded by
relatives on family-owned land. It was more than a house; it was a communal space
where cousins, grandparents, and extended family lived close by. The constant
sound of laughter and the warmth of shared gatherings defined my sense of
belonging.
Although my family has since moved, I treasure the memories of that
neighborhood. In Timorese culture, family is central, with children often staying
with their parents until they pass away. In my home everything is special, friends
are more than friends, they become part of the family and we call them “primo,”
or cousins, in Tetum, reflecting the deep bonds formed in our culture.
Wherever I will go home is rooted in those connections, the family support, shared
experiences, it is not just about the place, not just about Timor-Leste but all of
these interactions.
My Homeland Timor-Leste owns sacred properties, certain areas hold spiritual
significance and no one can simply walk through them without local guidance.
When I speak about home this element comes to my mind because this deep
respect for ancestors for the land and ancestors shapes connection to my country
in a profound way.
After almost one month in Thailand, it still feels unfamiliar. However, I believes
that, in time, the friendships I am forming will help me feel at home again.
The memories of my home I used to find in the little things, a smell, a noise and
music that are well placed in my brain which embodies my feelings about my
homeland.
Ultimately home is about family, community, and tradition. Wherever I go, I carry
the sense of home within her, built on the love, memories, and connections I
cherish.
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Home is not the place, 
it's the people.
Home is not the place, 
it's the people.



On the first floor, my kitchen and dining room are open-air,
sheltered by the floor above. I also have a workshop under the

house, giving me the freedom to create anything my imagination
desires. On the second floor, there’s a porch that faces west, where
I get to witness some of the most majestic sunsets while sitting on

an old rocking chair overlooking the buffalo fields. To the east,
there’s a back porch where I can watch the sunrise over the fields.

This is also where my bathroom is, and it’s open-air—meaning I can
watch the sunrise while using the bathroom, then take a shower, all

while soaking in the tranquillity of nature. As I mentioned, my house
is an extension of my personality: unconventional, yet practical.

Inside, there’s almost no furniture, just beanbags and hammocks.
This gives me the flexibility to rearrange things as I like, without the

hassle of dirt collecting under furniture. The windows are usually
open, eliminating the need for air conditioning. The cool air from the

first floor rises through the floorboards to cool the second floor. I
once had a water heater, but it broke two years ago, and I haven’t
felt the need for a hot shower since. There’s something wonderful

about staying connected to the elements—feeling the wind blow
through the house, smelling the buffalo in the fields, and enjoying

the cool water drawn from the well outside.
So when I say that home is a reflection of one's personality, I mean

it wholeheartedly. I know my home isn’t for everyone, but it’s
genuine and grounded, just like I hope to be. And I’m grateful to

have created a place I can truly call home.
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  “Maybe home exists in multiple places, or it doesn’t quite feel“Maybe home exists in multiple places, or it doesn’t quite feel

like home because they’re always on the move, or perhaps homelike home because they’re always on the move, or perhaps home

has lost its sense of comfort..”has lost its sense of comfort..”

Home is such a powerful word for most people. For
some, it evokes a specific place filled with loved ones,
belongings, and perhaps even pets. For others, the
concept of home is more abstract and may require
clarification.

For me, home is a reflection of who you are—an
extension of personality, so to speak. My home is a
place where, even if someone has never met me before,
they could spend time there and feel as though they
already know me. It resonates with my character. I’ve
always been unconventional yet practical, and my home
reflects that. It’s a Thai-style house situated in the
middle of buffalo fields, and it floods several times a
year during the monsoon season. Built on stilts, the
house stays dry when the floods come, allowing me to
live surrounded by both fields and water at once.
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I have five dogs, all over ten
years old, and this place has
become a refuge for them in
their old age. They roam freely
over the land, 
with no walls 
or chains—just the
 open world to explore before
they return home, muddy and
happy, as it was always meant to
be.
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 Uniting our individual worlds  Uniting our individual worlds 


