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Broward County Schools is committed 

to preparing all of our students for a 

21st century world through high quality 

instruction. The implementation of a 

rigorous and relevant ELA curriculum 

that embraces the six major common 

core shifts can provide students with the 

skills necessary to be successful in their 

college and careers. This year, your 

child’s instruction will include a balance 

of informational and literary texts, a deep 

understanding of disciplines, and the 

use of academic vocabulary in speaking 

and writing. Your child will be expected 

to write from sources and support their 

answers with text-based evidence. 

Below you will find what your child will 

learn for each area of Language Arts. 

The Fifth Grade Student: 

In Foundational Skills, 
• Reads grade-level texts fluently 

with accuracy, automaticity, and 

appropriate prosody or expression 

• Decodes (reads) and writes 

unfamiliar single-syllable and multi- 

syllabic words in and out of context 

• Applies knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication 

patterns (i.e., “en-ter-tain”), and 

morphology (“enter-tain”) to read and 

write unfamiliar words 

• Decodes (reads) words using grade- 

appropriate phonics and word- 

analysis skills 

In Reading, 
• Analyzes how setting, events, 

conflict, and characterization 

contribute to the plot in a literary text. 

• Explains the development of stated 

or implied theme(s) in literary texts 

• Describes how an author develops a 

character’s perspective (a particular 

attitude toward or way of regarding 

something) in a literary text 

• Explains how figurative language 

(e.g., metaphor, simile, alliteration, 

personification, hyperbole, imagery, 

and idiom) and other poetic elements 

(e.g., form, rhyme, meter, line breaks, 

and imagery) work together in a poem 

• Explains how text structures 

(description, problem/solution, 

chronology, compare/contrast, cause/ 

effect, sequence) and/or features 

(e.g., annotation, appendix, caption, 

chart, footnote, glossary, graph, 

heading, illustration, photograph, table 

of contents, title) contribute to the 

overall meaning of texts 

• Explains how relevant details support 

an implied or explicit central idea 

• Analyzes an author’s purpose and/or 

perspective in an informational text 

• Tracks the development of an argument. 

• Identifies the specific claim(s), evidence, 

and reasoning of an argument 

• Summarizes a text, including plot 

and theme in literary texts; or the 

central idea and relevant details 

in informational texts, to enhance 

comprehension 

• Compares and contrasts primary and 

secondary sources related to the same 

topic 

In Communication (including 

Writing), 
• Demonstrates fluent and legible 

cursive writing skills 

• Writes personal or fictional narratives 

using a logical sequence of events 

• Writes to make a claim supporting a 

perspective with logical reasons 

• Writes expository texts about a topic 

• Uses evidence from multiple sources in 

writing 

• Uses effective and relevant elaborative 

techniques in writing (i.e., dialogue, 

descriptions, example, definition, 

quote, anecdote, explanation) 

• Includes an organizational structure 

with transitions in writing 

• Uses a variety of transitional words and 

phrases 

• Conducts research to answer a 

question using multiple reliable and 

valid sources 

• Identifies trustworthy and untrustworthy 

sources 

• Identifies relevant and irrelevant 

information to include in research 

• Organizes information about the 

research topic logically 

• With guidance and support from adults 

and feedback from peers, improves 

writing by planning, revising, and editing. 

• Presents information orally in a logical 

sequence 

• Uses nonverbal cues (e.g., 

posture, tone, expressive delivery, 

focus on the audience, and facial 

expression), appropriate volume, clear 

pronunciation, and appropriate pacing 

when presenting information orally 

• Uses principal modals to indicate the 

mood of a verb (e.g., can, could, may, 

might, must, ought, shall, should, will, and 

would) 

• Uses appositives, main clauses, and 

subordinate clauses 

• Recognizes and corrects inappropriate 

shifts in tense (past tense, present tense, 

future tense) and number 

• Uses conjunctions correctly to join words 

and phrases in sentences 

• Uses verbals including gerunds (words 

formed with verbs but act as nouns), 

infinitives (i.e., to have, to hold, to plan), 

and participial phrases (words based off 

of a verb that express a state of being) 

• Uses comparative and superlative forms 

of adjectives 

• Uses pronouns correctly with regard to 

case, number and person 

• Corrects vague pronoun references 

• Varies sentence structure in writing 

• Arranges multimedia elements (i.e., 

drawings, pictures, artifacts, audio, 

or digital representations) to create 

emphasis in oral or written tasks 

• Smoothly integrates multimedia elements 

in oral and/or written tasks, that directly 

relate to the task and emphasize a 

point made within the task (i.e., showing 

examples or data) 

• Uses more than one multimedia element 

in oral and/or written tasks (i.e., two 

pictures, one picture and one audio 

recording, etc.) 

• Uses digital writing tools individually or 

collaboratively to plan, draft, and revise 

writing 

In Vocabulary, 
• Recognizes and appropriately uses grade- 

level academic vocabulary in speaking 

and writing 

• Applies knowledge of common Greek and 

Latin roots and affixes to determine the 

meaning of unfamiliar words in grade- 

level content 

• Recognizes the connection between 

affixes and parts of speech 

• Determines the meaning of multiple- 

meaning and unknown words and phrases 

using context clues (e.g., definition, 

synonym, antonym, example, inference), 

figurative language, word relationships 

(e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, 

homophones), reference materials, and/or 

background knowledge

 
LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY 



 
 

Social Studies centers around understanding how the 

world works on a social level. Students in the elementary 

grades are taught how to interact with the community, 

society, and the world around them. Social Studies 

instruction includes fundamental concepts of history, 

culture, economics, and political skills to produce 

responsible and productive citizens, and allows your child 

to develop critical thinking, research and writing skills. 

Below you will find what your child will learn within each 

area of Social Studies. 

 

The Fifth Grade Student: 
 

In History, 
• Use primary and secondary sources to 

understand history 

• Utilize timelines to identify and discuss American History 

time periods 

• Know and understand pre-Columbian North America 

• Know and understand exploration and settlement of 

North America 

• Know and understand colonization of North America 

• Know and understand American Revolution and birth of a 

new nation 

• Know and understand growth and Westward Expansion 

 

In Geography, 
• Interpret current and historical information using a variety 

of geographic tools 

• Use latitude and longitude to locate places 

• Identify major United States physical features on a map 

of North America 

• Construct maps, charts, and graphs to display 

geographic information 

• Identify and locate the original thirteen colonies on a map 

of North America 

• Locate and identify states, capitals, and United States 

Territories on a map 

• Describe the push-pull factors that influenced boundary 

changes within the United States 

• Describe the impact that past natural events have had on 

human and physical environments in the United States 

through 1850 

• Use geographic knowledge and skills when discussing 

current events 

• Use geography concepts and skills such as recognizing 

patterns, mapping, graphing to find solutions for local, 

state, or national problems 

In Economics, 
• Identify how trade promoted economic growth in North 

America from pre-Columbian times to 1850 

• Describe a market economy, and give examples of how 

the colonial and early American economy exhibited 

these characteristics 

• Trace the development of technology and the impact 

of major inventions on business productivity during the 

early development of the United States 

• Recognize the positive and negative effects of voluntary 

trade among Native Americans, European explorers, 

and colonists 

 

In Civics and Government, 
• Explain how and why the United States government 

was created 

• Define a constitution, and discuss its purposes 

• Explain the definition and origin of rights 

• Identify the Declaration of Independence’s grievances 

and Articles of Confederation’s weaknesses 

• Describe how concerns about individual rights led to 

inclusion of the Bill of Rights in the U.S. Constitution 

• Compare Federalist and Anti-Federalist views 

of government 

• Differentiate political ideas of Patriot, Loyalist, and 

“undecided” during the American Revolution 

• Compare forms of political participation in the colonial 

period to today 

• Analyze how the Constitution has expanded voting rights 

from our nation’s early history to today 

• Evaluate the importance of civic responsibilities in 

American democracy 

• Identify ways good citizens go beyond basic civic and 

political responsibilities to improve government 

and society 

• Describe the organizational structure and powers of the 

federal government as defined in Articles I, II, and III of 

the U.S. Constitution 

• Explain how popular sovereignty, rule of law, separation 

of powers, checks and balances, federalism, and 

individual rights limit the powers of the federal 

government as expressed in the Constitution and 

Bill of Rights 

• Give examples of powers granted to the federal 

government and those reserved for the states 

• Describe the amendment process as defined in Article V 

of the Constitution and give examples 

• Identify the fundamental rights of all citizens as 

enumerated in the Bill of Rights 

• Examine the foundations of the United States legal 

system by recognizing the role of the courts in 

interpreting law and setting conflicts 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 



 
 

Fifth grade marks an integral milestone in your child’s 

academic career. The fifth grade student will begin to grasp 

more abstract mathematical concepts by an increased 

focus on five critical areas: 

 
(1) multiplying and dividing multi-digit whole numbers, 
including using a standard algorithm;  

(2) adding and subtracting fractions and decimals with 
procedural fluency, developing an understanding of 
multiplication and division of fractions and decimals;  

(3) developing an understanding of the coordinate plane 
and plotting pairs of numbers in the first quadrant;  

(4) extending geometric reasoning to include volume and  

(5) extending understanding of data to include the mean. 

 
Below you will find some skills and processes your child 

will be expected to know and be able to do by the end of 

the school year. 

 

The Fifth Grade Student: 
 

• Use grouping symbols such as parenthesis, brackets, 

and braces in numerical expressions and evaluates 

expressions with these symbols 

• Writes and interprets simple numerical expressions 

without evaluating 

• Generates two numerical patterns using two given rules 

and identifies relationships between corresponding terms 

to form ordered pairs 

• Understands the comparative value of each digit in 

multi-digit numbers 

• Understands and explains multiplying and dividing by 

powers of 10 

• Reads, writes, and compares decimals to thousandths 

using number form, word form, and expanded form 

• Uses place value understanding to round decimals to a 

given place 

• Multiplies multi-digit whole numbers fluently using the 

standard algorithm 

• Divides multi-digit whole numbers using a variety 

of strategies 

• Adds, subtracts, multiplies, and divides decimals to 

hundredths, using models, drawings, and a variety of 

other strategies 

• Adds and subtracts fractions with unlike denominators 

(including mixed numbers) using equivalent fractions 

• Solves word problems for addition and subtraction of 

fractions using various strategies 

• Interprets a fraction as division of the numerator by the 

denominator and solves word problems involving division 

of whole numbers leading to answers in the form of 

fractions or mixed numbers 

• Multiplies a fraction or whole number by a fraction and 

solves word problems involving multiplication of fractions 

and mixed numbers 

• Interprets multiplication as scaling or resizing when 

multiplying a given number by a fraction greater than 1 or 

less than 1 

• Divides unit fractions by whole numbers and whole 

numbers by unit fractions 

• Converts among different-sized standard measurement 

units within a given measurement system (km, m, cm; 

kg, g; lb, oz; l, ml; hr, min, sec) and solves multi-step 

real-world problems using these conversions 

• Makes a line plot to display a data set of measurements 

in fractions of a unit (1/2, ¼, 1/8) and uses operations 

with these fractions to solve problems using information 

from the line plot 

• Recognizes volume as an attribute of solid figures and 

measures volume by counting unit cubes (cubic cm, 

cubic in, cubic ft, etc.) 

• Finds volume of rectangular prisms using a variety 

of methods 

• Graphs ordered pairs on the coordinate plane (first 

quadrant only) to solve real-world and 

mathematical problems 

• Classifies two-dimensional figures into categories based 

on their properties 

• Identifies the mean, median, mode, and range of a 

given set of data 

 
In the Practice of Mathematics: 
In learning and understanding mathematics, students 

need to develop “habits of mind” so they can utilize math 

strategies, talk about the math they are learning and solve 

problems. These mathematical practices will help your 

student learn content and apply mathematics to real world 

situations. 

 

The Fifth Grade Student: 
 

• Makes sense of the math and does not give up if the 

problem is unfamiliar or difficult 

• Uses words and numbers to make sense of 

mathematical problems 

• Can explain how he/she solved a problem and 

actively listens and makes sense of others’ 

solutions 

• Shows mathematical thinking using pictures, 

objects, drawings, or symbols 

• Chooses and uses mathematical tools to explore and 

understand mathematics 

• Shares ideas and thinking using accurate math 

vocabulary and computations 

• Identifies a pattern or structure in the number system 

or shapes 

• Notices when calculations are repeated then finds more 

general methods and short cuts

 
MATHEMATICS 



 
 

Big Ideas are grade specific; however, 
they flow through all grade levels and 
build in rigor as students matriculate 
through each grade. In fifth grade, 
your child’s science instruction will 
include opportunities to interact with 
content associated with the following 
Big Ideas: The Practice of Science, The 
Characteristics of Scientific Knowledge, 
Earth in Space and Time, Earth Systems 
and Patterns, Properties of Matter, 
Changes in Matter, Forms of Energy, 
Energy Transfers and Transformations, 
Forces and Changes in Motion, and the 
Organization and Development of Living 
Organisms, Diversity and Evolution of 
Living Organisms and Interdependence. 
Below you will find what your child will 
learn for each Big Idea. 

The Fifth Grade Student: 

In The Practice of Science, 
• Defines a problem, uses appropriate 

reference materials to support 
scientific understanding, plan and 
carry out scientific investigations of 
various types such as: systematic 
observations, experiments requiring 
the identification of variables, collecting 
and organizing data, interpreting data 
in charts, tables, and graphics, analyze 
information, make predictions, and 
defend conclusions 

• Explains the difference between an 
experiment and other types of scientific 
investigation 

• Recognizes and explains the need for 
repeated experiment trials 

• Identifies a control group and explains 
its importance in an experiment. 

• Recognizes and explains that authentic 
scientific investigation frequently does 
not parallel the steps of “the scientific 
method” 

• Recognizes and explains the 
difference between personal opinion/ 
interpretation and verified observation 

In The Characteristics of 

Scientific Knowledge, 
• Recognizes and explains that science 

is grounded in empirical observations 
that are testable, and that explanation 
must always be linked with evidence 

• Recognizes and explains that when 
scientific investigations are carried 
out, the evidence produced by those 
investigations should be replicable by 
others 

In Earth in Space and Time, 
• Recognizes that a galaxy consists of 

gas, dust, and many stars, including 
any objects orbiting the stars. Identifies 

our home galaxy as the Milky Way 
• Recognizes the major common 

characteristics of all planets and 
compare/contrast the properties of 
inner and outer planets 

• Distinguishes among the following 
objects of the Solar System – Sun, 
planets, moons, asteroids, comets – 
and identify Earth’s position in it 

In Earth Systems and 

Patterns, 
• Creates a model to explain the parts of 

the water cycle. Water can be a gas, a 
liquid, or a solid and can go back and 
forth from one state to another 

• Recognizes that the ocean is an 
integral part of the water cycle and 
is connected to all of Earth’s water 
reservoirs via evaporation and 
precipitation processes 

• Recognizes how air temperature, 
barometric pressure, humidity, wind 
speed and direction, and precipitation 
determine the weather in a particular 
place and time 

• Distinguishes among the various forms 
of precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, 
and hail), making connections to the 
weather in a particular place and time 

• Recognizes that some of the 
weather-related differences, such as 
temperature and humidity, are found 
among different environments, such as 
swamps, deserts, and mountains 

• Describes characteristics (temperature 
and precipitation) of different climate 
zones as they relate to latitude, 
elevation, and proximity to bodies of 
water 

• Designs a family preparedness plan 
for natural disasters and identifies the 
reasons for having such a plan 

In Properties of Matter, 
• Compares and contrasts the basic 

properties of solids, liquids, and gases, 
such as mass, volume, color, texture, 
and temperature 

• Investigates and identifies materials 
that will dissolve in water and 
those that will not and identifies the 
conditions that will speed up or slow 
down the dissolving process 

• Demonstrates and explains that the 
mixtures of solids can be separated 
based on observable properties of 
their parts such as particle size, shape, 
color, and magnetic attraction 

• Explores the scientific theory of 
atoms (also called atomic theory) by 
recognizing that all matter is composed 
of parts that are too small to be seen 
without magnification 

In Changes in Matter, 
• Investigates and describes that many physical and 

chemical changes are affected by temperature 

In Forms of Energy, 
• Investigates and describes some basic forms of 

energy, including light, heat, sound, electrical, 
chemical, and mechanical 

• Investigates and explains that energy has the ability to 
cause motion or create change 

• Investigates and explains that an electrically-charged 
object can attract an uncharged object and can either 
attract or repel another charged object without any 
contact between the objects 

• Investigates and explains that electrical energy can be 
transformed into heat, light, and sound energy, as well 
as the energy of motion 

In Energy Transfer and Transformations, 
• Investigates and illustrates the fact that the flow of 

electricity requires a closed circuit (a complete loop) 
• Identifies and classifies materials that conduct 

electricity and materials that do not 

In Forces and Changes in Motion, 
• Identifies familiar forces that cause objects to move, 

such as pushes or pulls, including gravity acting on 
falling objects 

• Investigates and describes that the greater the force 
applied to it, the greater the change in motion of a 
given object 

• Investigates and describes that the more mass an 
object has, the less effect a given force will have on 
the object’s motion 

• Investigates and explains that when a force is applied 
to an object, but it does not move, it is because 
another opposing force is being applied by something 
in the environment so that the forces are balanced 

In Organization and Development of 

Living Organisms, 
• Identifies the organs in the human body and describes 

their functions, including the skin, brain, heart, lungs, 
stomach, liver, intestines, pancreas, muscles and 
skeleton, reproductive organs, kidneys, bladder, and 
sensory organs 

• Compares and contrasts the function of organs and 
other physical structures of plants and animals, 
including humans, for example: some animals have 
skeletons for support – some with internal skeletons 
others with exoskeletons – while some plants have 
stems for support 

In Diversity and Evolution of Living 

Organisms, 
• Describes how, when the environment changes, 

differences between individuals allow some plants and 

animals to survive and reproduce while others die or 

move to new locations 

In Interdependence, 
• Compares and contrasts adaptations displayed by 

animals and plants that enable them to survive in 

different environments such as life cycles variations, 

animal behaviors and physical characteristic

 
SCIENCE 



 
 

Broward County Public Schools elementary students receive 150 minutes of physical education each week as required by state 

statute. A minimum of 30 consecutive minutes is required on any day that physical education instruction is provided. Florida’s physical 

education standards are organized around four strands. These strands carry throughout all grade levels and are centered around 

developing a physically literate individual. These strands include Movement Competency, Cognitive Abilities, Lifetime Fitness, and 

Responsible Behaviors and Values. For more information about the physical education standards, visit fldoe.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 



 
 

Parents play an integral role in their child’s academic performance. Children thrive when parents are committed to actively 

participate in their child’s education. Consistent parental involvement yields greater academic success, improved self- 

esteem, a positive attitude, and higher levels of intrinsic motivation. Below are some simple activities you can do with your 

child to support their love of learning at home. 

 
 

English Language Arts Social Studies Math Science 

• Read aloud to your child every night with excitement and emotion 

• Have your child read to you. 

• Talk with your child about the information in the books you are reading 

• Frequently visit your local library and choose books together 

• Keep good books, magazines and newspapers in the house. Make it 

easy, both for adults and children, to find something interesting to read. 

• Have your child write frequently and praise your child’s reading/writing 

skills 

• Encourage your child to sound out and spell words when writing rather 

than telling them how to spell words 

• Be a positive role model for reading by making sure your children see 

you read for at least 20-30 minutes a day. Remember, you're their 

primary role model. 

• Tell your children stories. Hearing about your family history and your 

experiences will help your children develop an appreciation of 

language, storytelling and the past. 

• Speak to your child with a large vocabulary to help your child learn new 

words 

• Help your child extend their oral language by helping them think of 

words they could add to their sentences 

• FLDOE, Reading Tips for Parents 

fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/Parent-Tips.pdf  

• Limit TV viewing and monitor what your child watches. Studies show 

that excessive television viewing is directly linked to poor school 

performance. Inappropriate television programming can also adversely 

affect your child's behavior. 

• FLDOE Parent Resources: Reading Like a Pro 

fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/just-take-20/families/3-5/35- 

reading.stml 

• Share with your child different cultural or 

ethnic celebrations in Mexico, Canada, 

the Caribbean and the United States 

• Share with your child different maps and 

globes and measuring distances between 

to places. 

• On a map, have your child locate 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and the 

United States 

• Help your child to identify natural and 

man-made landmarks in United States, 

Canada, and Mexico 

• Discuss with your child different jobs that 

people hold in your community 

• Work with your child to identify the 

different forms of money in America 

(coins and dollars), in Canada, Mexico 

and the Caribbean also 

• Help your child to identify the levels of 

government in their community (city), 

Florida, and federally (U.S.) 

• Make a list of what makes a good citizen 

with your child 

• Share the Constitution of the United 

States with your child and discuss that it 

lists the laws of our country 

• Discuss with your child the importance of 

have rules and laws 

• Know that most problems can be solved multiple 

ways 

• Help your child find alternative ways to solve 

problems 

• Compare strategies and discuss similarities in 

solutions 

• Help your child analyze wrong answers 

• Ask students to explain their reasoning when 

solving 

• When your child asks for help, provide 

guidance, not answers 

• Practice using mental math with your child 

• Use computer or smart phone apps to practice 

math facts while in your car 

• Praise your child for working through a 

challenging problem 

• Have your child explain the mathematics 

task/problem to you step-by-step 

• Model problem solving by thinking aloud as you 

work through a problem 

• Find ways to practice number sense using all 4 

operations 

• Identify angles and shapes in everyday objects. 

• When using measurements, convert 

measurement to a larger unit 

• Use environmental objects to get your child to 

think about mathematics (speed/highway signs, 

grocery stores, menus, license plates, 

cooking/baking etc.) 

• Model curiosity 

• Encourage your child to ask 

questions 

• Ask your child to make 

observations that focus on their 

senses 

• Encourage your child to record 

their observations 

• Explore and find answers 

together 

• Give your child time and space to 

explore 

• Use items you have at home to 

conduct experiments 

 

Critical Thinking Questions to Ask Your Child While Reading 

• What do you think about what was written/said? Explain why using evidence. 

• Would you agree or disagree with this? What made you feel this way? 

• Does this problem feel familiar? Why? 

• What could you add to improve the solution that was given? 

• Explain a different way to solve the problem and convince us that your way is the best way. 

• What makes this problem something you can solve? 

• How would you translate this information into a visual form? 

• What patterns did you find that led you to the answer? 

• How does this relate to you / your daily life? Be specific. 

• How does this relate to things going on in the world (current events)? 

• How did any of the characters or events remind you of yourself? Why? 

• If you were this character, how would the story change? 

• What do you think the author is trying to accomplish with this story? 

• How did the character’s actions affect you? Explain. 

• Which of the ideas shared make the most sense and why? 

• How would the story change if it was told from another character’s view? 

• Would you change the end of the story and why? 

• What evidence or data is given that help make the this easier to understand? 

• Which set of data or information (evidence) is most relevant or important to your decision? 

• What’s the purpose for this experiment or argument? 

TIPS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AND SUCCESS 
 

Homework Struggling Learners Staying Engaged Teacher Conferences 

• Set a specific time and place for homework 

• Provide a quiet well-lit place for homework 

• Remove any possible distractions 

• Stay positive about homework 

• Stay informed and in communication with 

teacher 

• When your child asks for help, provide 

guidance, not answers 

• Provide necessary supplies and identify 

resources 

• Communicate with teachers regarding 

homework (challenges and successes) 

• Reward progress with homework 

• Monitor homework progress, but let your 

child work independently 

• Focus on your child’s strengths while 

working to improve their weaknesses 

• Be positive and supportive 

• Model how to struggle with a task and 

eventually succeed 

• Expose your child to reading material that is 

interesting to them 

• Make sure your child has opportunities to 

excel at non-academic activities 

• Limit electronics, especially during 

homework time 

• Attend Back-to-School Night and 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

• Know the names of your child’s teachers and 

friends 

• Visit the school and its website 

• Support homework expectations 

• Send your child to school ready to learn 

• Teach organizational skills 

• Teach study skills 

• Get involved 

• Know the disciplinary policies 

• Take attendance seriously 

• Tuck a supportive note into your child’s 

backpack each morning 

• Make time to talk to your child about school 

(Academics, Social, Homework etc.) 

Sample questions: 

o What was the best thing that happened at 

school today? 

o What was something that was challenging 

at school today? 

o Can you show me or describe something 

that you learned today? 

o What could you have done to make your 

day at school even better? 

• Arrive on time 

• Be prepared 

• Talk to your child about the conference before 

you attend 

• Determine the best way to keep in touch with 

the teacher 

• Ask specific questions 

Sample questions: 

• Is my child working up to his/her ability? 

• How will you evaluate my child’s progress? 

• What can I do at home to support my child? 

• What is the class/school discipline policy? 

• What is your homework policy? 

• What resources are available to assist with 

homework? 

• What are my child’s strengths, weaknesses, 

and learning style? 

• What questions would you recommend that I 

ask my child about your class each day? 

ACTIVITIES TO PRACTICE WITH 

YOUR FIFTH GRADER 



 


