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Broward County Schools is committed to preparing all of 

our students for a 21st century world through high-quality 

instruction. The implementation of a rigorous and relevant 

ELA curriculum that embraces the six major common core 

shifts can provide students with the skills necessary to be 

successful in their college and careers. This year, your 

child’s instruction will include a balance of informational 

and literary texts, a deep understanding of disciplines, and 

the use of academic vocabulary in speaking and writing. 

Your child will be expected to write from sources and 

support their answers with text-based evidence. Below 

you will find what your child will learn for each area of 

Language Arts. 

 

The Third Grade Student: 
 

In Foundational Skills, 
• Uses knowledge of grade-level phonics and word- 

analysis skills to decode words 

o Decodes words with common Greek and Latin roots 

and affixes 

o Decodes words with common derivational suffixes and 

describes how they turn words into different parts 

of speech 

o Decodes multisyllabic words. 

• Reads grade level texts with accuracy, automaticity, and 

appropriate prosody or expression 

 

In Reading, 
• Explains how one or more characters develop throughout 

the plot in a literary text 

• Explains a theme and how it develops, using details, in a 

literary text 

• Explains different characters’ perspectives in literacy 

text 

• Identifies types of poems: free verse, rhymed verse, 

haiku, and limerick 

• Explains how text features contribute to meaning and 

identify the text structures of chronology, comparison, 

and cause/effect in texts 

• Identifies the central idea and explains how relevant 

details support that idea in a text 

• Explains the development of an author’s purpose in an 

informational text 

• Identifies an author’s claim and explains how an author 

uses evidence to support the claim 

• Identifies and explains metaphors, personification, 

hyperboles, similes, alliterations and idioms in text(s) 

• Summarizes a text to enhance comprehension 

o Includes plot and theme for a literary text 

o Uses the central idea and relevant details for an 

informational text. 

• Compares and contrasts how two authors present 

information on the same topic or theme 

 

In Communication (including Writing), 
• Writes in cursive all upper- and lowercase letters 

• Writes personal or fictional narratives using a logical 

sequence of events, appropriate descriptions, dialogue, 

a variety of transitional words or phrases, and an ending 

• Writes opinions about a topic or text, including reasons 

supported by details from one or more sources, using 

transitions, and providing a conclusion 

• Writes expository texts about a topic, using one or more 

sources, providing an introduction, facts and details, 

some elaboration, transitions, and a conclusion 

• Improves writing as needed by planning, revising, and 

editing with guidance and support from adults and 

feedback from peers 

• Presents information orally, in a logical sequence, 

using nonverbal cues, appropriate volume, and clear 

pronunciation 

• Follows the rules of standard English grammar, 

punctuation, capitalization, and spelling appropriate to 

grade level 

• Conducts research to answer a question, organizing 

information about the topic from multiple sources. 

• Uses two or more multimedia elements to enhance oral 

or written tasks 

• Uses digital writing tools individually or collaboratively to 

plan, draft, and revise writing 

 

In Vocabulary, 
• Recognizes and appropriately uses grade-level 

academic vocabulary in speaking and writing 

• Identifies and applies knowledge of common Greek and 

Latin roots, base words, and affixes to determine the 

meaning of unfamiliar words n grade-level content 

• Uses context clues, figurative language, word 

relationships, reference materials, and/or background 

knowledge to determine the meaning of multiple- 

meaning and unknown words and phrases, appropriate 

to grade level

 
 

 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY 



 
 

Social Studies centers around understanding how the 

world works on a social level. Students in the elementary 

grades are taught how to interact with the community, 

society, and the world around them. Social Studies 

instruction includes fundamental concepts of history, 

culture, economics, and political skills to produce 

responsible and productive citizens, and allows your child 

to develop critical thinking, research, and writing skills. 

Below you will find what your child will learn within each 

area of focus. 

 

The Third Grade Student: 
 

In History, 
• Analyze primary and secondary sources 

• Utilize technology resources to gather information from 

primary and secondary sources 

• Define terms related to the social sciences 

 
In Geography, 
• Use thematic maps, tables, charts, graphs, and photos to 

analyze geographic information 

• Review basic map elements 

• Label the continents and oceans on a world map 

• Name and identify the purpose of maps 

• Compare maps and globes to develop an understanding 

of the concept of distortion 

• Use maps to identify different types of scale to measure 

distances between two places 

• Label the countries and commonwealths in 

North America 

• Identify the five regions of the United States 

• Label the states in each of the five regions of 

the United States 

• Describe the physical features of the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

• Identify natural and man-made landmarks in the United 

States, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

• Investigate how people perceive places and regions 

differently by conducting interviews, mental mapping, 

and studying news, poems, legends, and songs about a 

region or area 

• Describe the climate and vegetation in the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

• Describe the natural resources in the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

• Explain how the environment influences settlement 

patterns in the United States, Canada, Mexico, and 

the Caribbean 

• Identify the cultures that have settled the United States, 

Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

• Compare the cultural characteristics of diverse 

populations in the one of the five regions of the United 

States with Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean 

• Identify contributions from various ethnic groups to the 

United States 

 

In Economics, 
• Give examples of how scarcity results in trade 

• List characteristics of money 

• Recognize that buyers and sellers interact to exchange 

goods and services through the use of trade or money 

• Distinguish between currencies used in the United 

States, Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean 

 

In Civics and Government, 
• Explain the purpose and need for government 

• Describe how government gains its power from 

the people 

• Explain how government was established through a 

written Constitution 

• Identify group and individual actions of citizens that 

demonstrate civility, cooperation, volunteerism, and other 

civic virtues 

• Identify the levels of government 

• Describe how government is organized at the local level 

• Recognize that every state has a state constitution 

• Recognize that the Constitution of the United States is 

the supreme law of the land 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 



 
 

Third grade marks a significant transition year for child’s 

academic career. The third grade student will begin 

to grasp more abstract mathematical concepts by an 

increased focus on several critical areas: 

 

• adding and subtracting multi-digit whole numbers,   
including using a standard algorithm; 

• building an understanding of multiplication and 

division, the relationship between them and the 

connection to area of rectangles;  

• developing an understanding of fractions and  

• extending geometric reasoning to lines and attributes of 

quadrilaterals. 

 
Below you will find some skills and processes your child 

will be expected to know and be able to do by the end of 

the school year. 

 

The Third Grade Student: 
 

• Interprets the products of whole numbers and whole- 

number quotients of whole numbers (groups of objects/ 

equal shares) 

• Uses multiplication and division within 100 to solve word 

problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays, 

and measurement quantities 

• Determines the unknown whole number in a 

multiplication or division equation relating three whole 

numbers and understands division as an unknown 

factor problem 

• Applies properties of operations such as the 

Commutative, Associative, and Distributive Properties as 

strategies to multiply and divide 

• Multiplies and divides fluently within 100 using a variety 

of strategies 

• Solves two-step word problems using the four operations 

represents these problems using equations with letters 

standing for the unknown quantity 

• Identifies arithmetic patterns and explains them using 

properties of operations 

• Uses place value to round whole numbers to the nearest 

10 or 100 

• Adds and subtracts fluently within 1000 using a variety of 

strategies and algorithms 

• Multiplies one-digit whole numbers by multiples of 10 

using strategies based on place value and properties of 

operations (range 10-90) 

• Understands fractions as a whole number being 

partitioned into equal parts 

• Understands fractions as numbers that can be 

represented on a number line 

• Recognizes and generates simple equivalent fractions. 

• Expresses whole numbers as fractions 

• Compares two fractions with the same numerator or 

same denominator 

• Tells and writes time to the nearest minute, 

measures time intervals in minutes, and solves 

word problems involving addition and subtraction 

of time intervals in minutes 

• Measures and estimates liquid volume and masses 

of objects using standard units (g, kg, and l). Solves 

one- step word problems involving masses or 

volumes that are given in the same units 

• Draws scaled picture graphs and bar graphs to 

represent a data set with several categories and 

solves one- and two-step word problems using 

information in the 

scaled graphs 

• Generates measurement data by measuring 

lengths using rulers marked with halves and 

fourths of an inch and shows the measurement by 

making a line plot 

• Recognizes area as an attribute of plane figures 

and understands concepts of area measurement, 

relating area to the operations of multiplication 

and addition 

• Measures area by counting unit squares 

• Solves real world and mathematical problems 

involving perimeter of polygons 

• Understands that shapes in different categories may 

share attributes and that the shared attributes can 

define a larger category (quadrilaterals) 

• Partitions shapes into parts with equal areas 

 

In the Practice of Mathematics: 
In learning and understanding mathematics, students 

need to develop “habits of mind” so they can utilize math 

strategies, talk about the math they are learning and solve 

problems. These mathematical practices will help your 

student learn content and apply mathematics to real 

world situations. 

 

The Third Grade Student: 
 

• Makes sense of the math and does not give up if the 

problem is unfamiliar or difficult 

• Uses words and numbers to make sense of 

mathematical problems 

• Can explain how he/she solved a problem and 

actively listen and make sense of others’ solutions 

• Shows mathematical thinking using pictures, 

objects, drawings or symbols 

• Chooses and uses mathematical tools to explore and 

understand mathematics 

• Shares ideas and thinking using accurate math 

vocabulary and computations 

• Identifies a pattern or structure in the number system 

or shapes 

• Notices when calculations are repeated then finds more 

general methods and short cuts

 
MATHEMATICS 



 
 

In our ever-changing world, 

understanding and internalizing 

scientific content is critical to success 

and achievement. Broward County 

Schools is committed to developing 

these vital skills through hands-on 

activities and high-quality instruction that 

is focused on the Scientific Big Ideas. 

These Big Ideas are grade specific; 

however, they flow through all grade 

levels and build in rigor as students 

matriculate through each grade. In third 

grade, your child’s science instruction 

will include opportunities to interact with 

content associated with the following 

Big Ideas: the Practice of Science, the 

Role of Theories, Laws, Hypotheses 

and Models, Earth in Time and Space, 

Earth Structures, Properties of Matter, 

Changes in Matter, Forms of Energy, 

Energy Transfer and Transformations, 

motion, Organization and Development 

of Living Organisms, Diversity and 

Evolution of Living Organisms, and 

Interdependence. Below you will find 

what your child will learn for each Big 

Idea. 

The Third Grade Student: 

In The Practice of Science, 
• Raises questions about the natural 

world, investigates them individually 

and in teams through free exploration 

and systematic investigations, and 

generates appropriate explanations 

based on those explorations 

• Compares the observations made by 

different groups using the same tools 

and seeks reasons to explain the 

differences across groups 

• Keeps records as appropriate, 

such as pictorial, written, or simple 

charts and graphs, of investigations 

conducted 

• Recognizes the importance of 

communication among 

scientists 

• Recognizes that scientists question, 

discuss, and check each other’s 

evidence and explanations 

• Infers based on observations 

• Explains that empirical evidence is 

information, such as observations 

or measurements that is used to 

help validate explanations of natural 

phenomena 

In The Role of Theories, Laws, 

Hypotheses, and Models, 
• Recognizes that words in science 

can have different or more specific 

meanings than their use in everyday 

language; for example, energy, cell, 

heat/cold, and evidence 

• Recognizes that scientists use models 

to help understand and explain how 

things work 

• Recognizes that all models are 

approximations of natural phenomena; 

as such, they do not perfectly account 

for all observations 

 

In Earth in Space and Time, 
• Explains that stars can be different; 

some are smaller, some are larger, and 

some appear brighter than others; all 

except the Sun are so far away that 

they look like points of light 

• Identifies the Sun as a star that emits 

energy; some of it in the form of light 

• Recognizes that the Sun appears large 

and bright because it is the closest star 

to Earth 

• Explores the Law of Gravity by 

demonstrating that gravity is a force 

that can be overcome 

• Investigates that the number of stars 

that can be seen through telescopes is 

dramatically greater than those seen by 

the unaided eye 

 

In Earth Structures, 
• Demonstrates that radiant energy from 

the Sun can heat objects and when the 

Sun is not present, heat may be lost 

 

In Properties of Matter, 
• Measures and compares temperatures 

of various samples of solids and liquids 

• Measures and compares the mass and 

volume of solids and liquids 

• Compares materials and objects 

according to properties such as size, 

shape, color, texture, and hardness 

 

In Changes in Matter, 
• Describes the changes water 

undergoes when it changes state 

through heating and cooling by using 

familiar scientific terms such as melting, 

freezing, boiling, evaporation, and 

condensation 

In Forms of Energy, 
• Identifies some basic forms of energy 

such as light, heat, sound, electrical, and 

mechanical 

• Recognizes that energy has the ability to 

cause motion or create change 

• Demonstrates that light travels in a 

straight line until it strikes an object or 

travels from one medium to another 

• Demonstrates that light can be reflected, 

refracted, and absorbed 

 

In Energy Transfer and 

Transformations, 
• Investigates, observes, and explains that 

things that give off light often also give 

off heat 

• Investigates, observes, and explains that 

heat is produced when one object rubs 

against another, such as rubbing one’s 

hands together 

 

In Organization and 

Development of Living Organisms, 
• Describes structures in plants and their 

roles in food production, support, water 

and nutrient transport, and reproduction 

• Investigates and describes how 

plants respond to stimuli (heat, light, 

gravity), such as the way plant stems 

grow toward light and their roots grow 

downward in response to gravity 

 

In Diversity and Evolution of 

Living Organisms, 
• Classifies animals into major groups 

(mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 

fish, arthropods, vertebrates and 

invertebrates, those having live births 

and those which lay eggs) according to 

their physical characteristics and 

behaviors 

• Classifies flowering and nonflowering 

plants into major groups such as 

those that produce seeds, or those 

like ferns and mosses that produce 

spores, according to their physical 

characteristics 

 

In Interdependence, 
• Describes how animals and plants 

respond to changing seasons 

• Recognizes that plants use energy 

from the Sun, air, and water to make 

their own food

 
SCIENCE 



 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Broward County Public Schools elementary students receive 150 minutes of physical education each week as required by state 

statute. A minimum of 30 consecutive minutes is required on any day that physical education instruction is provided. Florida’s 

physical education standards are organized around four strands. These strands carry throughout all grade levels and are centered 

around developing a physically literate individual. These strands include Movement Competency, Cognitive Abilities, Lifetime 

Fitness, and Responsible Behaviors and Values. For more information about the physical education standards, visit fldoe.org. 

 
 



 

 
 

Parents and caregivers play an integral role in their child’s academic performance. Children thrive when parents are 

committed to actively participate in their child’s education. Consistent parental involvement yields greater academic 

success, improved self-esteem, a positive attitude, and higher levels of intrinsic motivation. Below are some simple 

activities you can do with your child to support their love of learning at home. 

 
 

English Language Arts Social Studies Math Science 

• Read aloud to your child every night with excitement and emotion 

• Have your child read to you. 

• Talk with your child about the information in the books you are reading 

• Frequently visit your local library and choose books together 

• Keep good books, magazines and newspapers in the house. Make it 

easy, both for adults and children, to find something interesting to read. 

• Have your child write frequently and praise your child’s reading/writing 

skills 

• Encourage your child to sound out and spell words when writing rather 

than telling them how to spell words 

• Be a positive role model for reading by making sure your children see 

you read for at least 20-30 minutes a day. Remember, you're their 

primary role model. 

• Tell your children stories. Hearing about your family history and your 

experiences will help your children develop an appreciation of 

language, storytelling and the past. 

• Speak to your child with a large vocabulary to help your child learn new 

words 

• Help your child extend their oral language by helping them think of 

words they could add to their sentences 

• FLDOE, Reading Tips for Parents 

fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/Parent-Tips.pdf  

• Limit TV viewing and monitor what your child watches. Studies show 

that excessive television viewing is directly linked to poor school 

performance. Inappropriate television programming can also adversely 

affect your child's behavior. 

• FLDOE Parent Resources: Reading Like a Pro 

fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/just-take-20/families/3-5/35- 

reading.stml 

• Share with your child different cultural or 

ethnic celebrations in Mexico, Canada, 

the Caribbean and the United States 

• Share with your child different maps and 

globes and measuring distances between 

to places. 

• On a map, have your child locate 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and the 

United States 

• Help your child to identify natural and 

man-made landmarks in United States, 

Canada, and Mexico 

• Discuss with your child different jobs that 

people hold in your community 

• Work with your child to identify the 

different forms of money in America 

(coins and dollars), in Canada, Mexico 

and the Caribbean also 

• Help your child to identify the levels of 

government in their community (city), 

Florida, and federally (U.S.) 

• Make a list of what makes a good citizen 

with your child 

• Share the Constitution of the United 

States with your child and discuss that it 

lists the laws of our country 

• Discuss with your child the importance of 

have rules and laws 

• Know that most problems can be solved multiple 

ways 

• Help your child find alternative ways to solve 

problems 

• Compare strategies and discuss similarities in 

solutions 

• Help your child analyze wrong answers 

• Ask students to explain their reasoning when 

solving 

• When your child asks for help, provide 

guidance, not answers 

• Practice using mental math with your child 

• Use computer or smart phone apps to practice 

math facts while in your car 

• Praise your child for working through a 

challenging problem 

• Have your child explain the mathematics 

task/problem to you step-by-step 

• Model problem solving by thinking aloud as you 

work through a problem 

• Find ways to practice number sense using all 4 

operations 

• Identify angles and shapes in everyday objects. 

• When using measurements, convert 

measurement to a larger unit 

• Use environmental objects to get your child to 

think about mathematics (speed/highway signs, 

grocery stores, menus, license plates, 

cooking/baking etc.) 

• Model curiosity 

• Encourage your child to ask 

questions 

• Ask your child to make 

observations that focus on their 

senses 

• Encourage your child to record 

their observations 

• Explore and find answers 

together 

• Give your child time and space to 

explore 

• Use items you have at home to 

conduct experiments 

 

Critical Thinking Questions to Ask Your Child While Reading 

• What do you think about what was written/said? Explain why using evidence. 

• Would you agree or disagree with this? What made you feel this way? 

• Does this problem feel familiar? Why? 

• What could you add to improve the solution that was given? 

• Explain a different way to solve the problem and convince us that your way is the best way. 

• What makes this problem something you can solve? 

• How would you translate this information into a visual form? 

• What patterns did you find that led you to the answer? 

• How does this relate to you / your daily life? Be specific. 

• How does this relate to things going on in the world (current events)? 

• How did any of the characters or events remind you of yourself? Why? 

• If you were this character, how would the story change? 

• What do you think the author is trying to accomplish with this story? 

• How did the character’s actions affect you? Explain. 

• Which of the ideas shared make the most sense and why? 

• How would the story change if it was told from another character’s view? 

• Would you change the end of the story and why? 

• What evidence or data is given that help make the this easier to understand? 

• Which set of data or information (evidence) is most relevant or important to your decision? 

• What’s the purpose for this experiment or argument? 

TIPS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AND SUCCESS 
 

Homework Struggling Learners Staying Engaged Teacher Conferences 

• Set a specific time and place for homework 

• Provide a quiet well-lit place for homework 

• Remove any possible distractions 

• Stay positive about homework 

• Stay informed and in communication with 

teacher 

• When your child asks for help, provide 

guidance, not answers 

• Provide necessary supplies and identify 

resources 

• Communicate with teachers regarding 

homework (challenges and successes) 

• Reward progress with homework 

• Monitor homework progress, but let your 

child work independently 

• Focus on your child’s strengths while 

working to improve their weaknesses 

• Be positive and supportive 

• Model how to struggle with a task and 

eventually succeed 

• Expose your child to reading material that is 

interesting to them 

• Make sure your child has opportunities to 

excel at non-academic activities 

• Limit electronics, especially during 

homework time 

• Attend Back-to-School Night and 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

• Know the names of your child’s teachers and 

friends 

• Visit the school and its website 

• Support homework expectations 

• Send your child to school ready to learn 

• Teach organizational skills 

• Teach study skills 

• Get involved 

• Know the disciplinary policies 

• Take attendance seriously 

• Tuck a supportive note into your child’s 

backpack each morning 

• Make time to talk to your child about school 

(Academics, Social, Homework etc.) 

Sample questions: 

o What was the best thing that happened at 

school today? 

o What was something that was challenging 

at school today? 

o Can you show me or describe something 

that you learned today? 

o What could you have done to make your 

day at school even better? 

• Arrive on time 

• Be prepared 

• Talk to your child about the conference before 

you attend 

• Determine the best way to keep in touch with 

the teacher 

• Ask specific questions 

Sample questions: 

• Is my child working up to his/her ability? 

• How will you evaluate my child’s progress? 

• What can I do at home to support my child? 

• What is the class/school discipline policy? 

• What is your homework policy? 

• What resources are available to assist with 

homework? 

• What are my child’s strengths, weaknesses, 

and learning style? 

• What questions would you recommend that I 

ask my child about your class each day? 

ACTIVITIES TO PRACTICE WITH 

YOUR THIRD GRADER 



 


