
In an effort to increase Board/Public Communications, after each Board of Education 

meeting, an email will be sent to parents, staff, and anyone who requested to receive 

district e-mail communications, highlighting board discussions and actions. The 

following was accomplished at the August 4, 2025, meeting: 

 

I. Ms. Cynthia Qian was welcomed to her first meeting as the Student Board 

Representative for the 2025-2026 school year. 

 

II. In the Superintendent’s Report, Dr. Kravitz: 

a. Addressed continuing student and parent concerns about the June 2026 

Regents exams for Chemistry and Physics.  While Jericho’s curricula for these 

courses will follow the Next Generation Science Standards, Dr. Kravitz 

indicated that a final decision on whether Jericho students will sit for the NGSS 

Assessment or the Traditional Standards Assessment will be made within the 

next two weeks. 

b. Spoke about premature access to high school student schedules.  The District 

is aware of the issue and is taking action to correct the problem.  Accurate and 

final course schedules and information will be available to students and parents 

later this month. 

 

III. To keep our Community informed, the Board: 

a. Encouraged HS students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses to find any 

summer assignments under the Curriculum tab on the Jericho High School 

Website and complete their work before the start of classes on Wednesday, 

August 27. 

b. Recommended that students and parents review recent District emails 

concerning the free lunch program now available to all students regardless of 

family income levels. 

c. Reminded students and parents to review the District’s new policy, adopted at 

our July meeting, concerning the use of internet-enabled devices, including 

smartphones, tablets, and laptop computers, during school hours. 

 

IV. As part of its new business, the Board: 

a. Approved the amount to be raised in Property Taxes for School Purposes for 

2025-2026.  In May, the voters of the Jericho UFSD adopted a budget of 

$143,870,018, requiring property tax collections of $118,854,935. 

b. Announced two key administrative hirings: 

i. Mike Larkin as Director of Technology 

ii. Demetrios (Jim) Mendonis as Assistant Principal in the High School 



c. Rescinded its July resolution instructing the law firm of Ingerman Smith and 

Superintendent Kravitz to initiate litigation against a former District employee. 

d. Acted on many additional items, including the adoption of the 2025-2026 

Building Level School Emergency Response Plans and the approval of 

schedules. 

 

V. All information, including the full agenda and minutes, is available on the District 

website or by clicking here: 

https://jerichoschools.community.highbond.com/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Org=

Cal&Id=146 

 

VI. The Board Meeting in its entirety is available for viewing on the District website or by 

clicking here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siSwyQuvoSA 

 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Education is scheduled for Thursday, 

September 11, 2025, at 7:30 PM in the Middle School Library. 

 

Samuel Perlman, Board President 

Sent on behalf of the Jericho Board of Education 
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