
St
. C

ha
rl

es
 P

ar
is

h 
Pu

bl
ic

 S
ch

oo
ls

 • 
13

85
5 

Ri
ve

r 
Ro

ad
 • 

Lu
lin

g,
 L

A
 7

0
07

0
 • 

(9
85

) 7
85

-6
28

9 
• W

eA
re

SC
PP

S.
or

g

SCHOOL VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM
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Rationale for School Violence Prevention Program

Safety and security for the well-being of all students and adults are essential for effective teaching and 
learning. In any school system, it is necessary that rules and regulations be established to ensure a safe learning 
environment for all students. Fighting violates established state and parish criminal codes, as well as school 
district rules for respect and self-control. In the interest of minimizing events of fights, the St. Charles Parish 
Public School System, the Judges of the 29th Judicial District, the St. Charles Parish District Attorney’s Office, 
and the St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Office have jointly established a School Violence Prevention Program in the 
middle and high schools. The following information is provided to develop an understanding of this program:

1.	 Consequences:

	 Consequences for fighting are determined by school administration in accordance with the Student 
Code of Conduct: District Handbook. Suspensions and expulsions are appealable according to school 
system policy. Law enforcement decisions and procedures are not subject to appeal through the 
school district.

2.	 School System and Sheriff’s Office Collaboration:

•	 A Resource Officer is assigned to work in each middle and high school.

•	 A sheriff’s deputy will contact the principal when a community disturbance involves students.

•	 Principals will contact the Sheriff’s Office when school disturbances involve physical fighting, drugs, 
and/or weapons.

3.	 Fights on Campus:

	 Students will be instructed that they must avoid physical fighting and that bullying or other hostile 
behavior must be reported to teachers and/or administrators.

High school students who fight while under school supervision will be required to participate in the new high 
school Violence Prevention Intervention Program (VPIP) as follows:

•	 Discipline - Students involved in a first fight will be assigned a 45-day suspension to be served at the 
Eual J. Landry, Sr. Educational Programs Center (LEPC).

•	 Academics - Students involved in a first fight will be required to successfully complete all assigned 
academic coursework.

•	 Restorative Community Circle Intervention Process - Students involved in a first fight will be 
required to participate in a restorative community circle intervention session with the other student(s) 
involved in the incident. This is a restorative approach to resolving conflict between students.

•	 Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) - Students involved in a first fight will be required to participate in 
SEL lessons to support them in developing proactive skills for solving conflicts.

•	 Attendance- Students involved in a first fight will be required to consistently attend the VPIP without 
unexcused absences and/or tardies.

•	 Transportation - Parents will be required to transport their students to the Landry Educational 
Programs Center on day 1 and sign a transportation agreement.
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12(Continued on other side)

Middle school students who fight while under school supervision will be required to participate in a school 
Violence Prevention Intervention Program (VPIP) as follows:

•	 1st offense: 20-day suspension (ADAPT) at Landry Educational Programs Center and VPIP 
participation

•	 2nd offense: 25-day suspension

•	 3rd offense: expulsion recommendation 

Procedures:

•	 The Resource Officer will be called to assist in breaking up a fight and to ensure the situation is under 
control.

•	 In the event of an arrest, all Sheriff’s Office procedures will be followed. This may include handcuffing 
based on their assessment of the situation.

•	 The school will conduct its own investigation. School disciplinary action will follow the Student Code of 
Conduct: District Handbook.
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